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Surviving disaster — The Titanic and SOLAS
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Definition of High Speed Craft as per IMO HSC Code
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. IMO Secretary-General

by MO
Secretary-
General

Koji  Sekimizu
issued a message ahead of the anniversary
on 14 April of the sinking of the Titanic,

remembering all those who lost their lives in the
tragic accident, recalling the improvements to
passenger ship safety introduced as a result of
that incident and acknowledging the need for
continual improvement and enhancement of
safety at sea.

“One hundred years ago today, 14th of April,
Titanic struck an iceberg, while on her maiden
voyage between Europe and the United States.
Within a few hours, more than 1,500 people
had perished in the freezing waters of the
North Atlantic, transforming what was then the
world’s most celebrated ship into a name forever
associated with disaster.

“The Titanic disaster prompted the major
shipping nations of the world, at that time, to
take decisive action to address maritime safety.
It led to the adoption of the first international
convention on safety of life at sea, SOLAS, in
1914.

“International Maritime Organization can trace
its own roots back to the Titanic disaster. In its
aftermath, the requirement for an international
standard-setting body to oversee maritime safety
became apparent; and safety at sea remains the

. core objective of IMO.

“Today, in 2012, although much updated and
revised, SOLAS is still the most important
international treaty instrument addressing
maritime safety. It now forms part of a
comprehensive regulatory framework covering
almost every aspect of ship design, construction,
operation and manning. The spirit and
determination of all those who have laboured to
create this framework should be acknowledged
and given credit.

“Over 100 years, we have seen tremendous
improvements in the safety record of shipping.

“But new generations of vessels bring fresh
challenges and, even today, accidents still occur,
reinforcing the need for continual improvement.
Our efforts to promote maritime safety and,
in particular, to avoid such disasters befalling
passenger ships as Titanic, will never end.

“Today, on the 100th anniversary of that
disaster, let us remember those who lost their
lives in the freezing waters of the North Atlantic
on that fateful night of 14 April 1912 and reflect
on the dangers and perils still associated with
sea voyages today.

“l urge IMO Member Governments, and the
shipping industry as a whole, to refresh our
determination to improve and enhance the safety
of passenger ships, today and in the future.”




recent years, been seen to be inadequate to cover
the costs of claims, especially those arising from
incidents involving bunker fuel spills.

The new limits are expected to enter into force
36 months from the date of adoption, on 19 April
2015, under the tacit acceptance procedure.

The Convention provides for a virtually
unbreakable system of limiting liability.
Shipowners and salvors may limit their liability
except if “it is proved that the loss resulted from
his personal act or omission, committed with the
intent to cause such a loss, or recklessly and with
knowledge that such loss would probably result”.

New limits:

Under the amendments to the 1996 Protocol, the
limits are raised as follows:

The limit of liability for claims for loss of life or
personal injury on ships not exceeding 2,000
gross tonnage is 3.02 million SDR (up from 2
million SDR).

For larger ships, the following additional amounts
are used in calculating the limitation amount:

e For each ton from 2,001 to 30,000 tons, 1,208
SDR (up from 800 SDR)

* For each ton from 30,001 to 70,000 tons, 906
SDR (up from 600 SDR)

* For each ton in excess of 70,000, 604 SDR (up
from 400 SDR).

The limit of liability for property claims for ships
not exceeding 2,000 gross tonnage is 1.51 million
SDR (up from 1 million SDR).

For larger ships, the following additional amounts
are used in calculating the limitation amount:

e For each ton from 2,001 to 30,000 tons, 604
SDR (up from 400 SDR)

e For each ton from 30,001 to 70,000 tons, 453
SDR (up from 300 SDR)

* For each ton in excess of 70,000 tons, 302 SDR
(up from 200 SDR).

Special Drawing Rights

The daily conversion rates for Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs) can be found on the International
Monetary Fund IMFwebsite: http://www.imf.org/)

Background:

The general question of limitation of liability for
maritime claims was dealt with in the International
Convention Relating to the Limitation of the
Liability of Owners of Seagoing Ships, which
was signed in Brussels in 1957, and came into
force in 1968. IMO, which began operations in
1959, then adopted a new convention in 1976,
which raised the limits, in some cases by 300%.
The compensation limits of the 1976 Convention
were raised by means of the Protocol adopted in
1996, and now revised in 2012.

Source: IMO site
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Limits of liability for shipping
raised with adoption of
amendments to 1996 Protocol to
the Gonvention on Limitation of
Liability for Maritime Glaims )

mendments to increase the limits of
liability in the 1996 Protocol to the
Convention on Limitation of Liability

for Maritime Claims were adopted by the
Legal Committee of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO), when the Committee met for
its 99th session in London.

The LLMC Convention sets specified limits of
liability for two types of claims against shipowners
- claims for loss of life or personal injury, and
property claims (such as damage to other ships,
property or harbour works). Taking into account
the experience of incidents, as well as inflation
rates, the limits set in the 1996 Protocol have, in



Could steel traders be in for a bumper 2012
due to the extra supply of vessels for recycling
this year?

ets are now being taken about how
Bmany vessels will be forced by the

weak freight markets into the arms of
recyclers, Braemar Seascope said.

Globally, ship scrapping capacity is almost
unlimited in certain areas, as it is a simple
business of driving ships onto beaches and
cutting them up with oxyacetylene torches.

Theoretically, great numbers of ships could be
sold for scrap and held as inventory by the scrap
dealers, to be pushed up the beach as and when
required. Scrap prices for ships of around $500
per light displacement tonne (LDT) remain,
suggesting that demand for the steel content in
ships remains strong, the broker said.

Indeed, ship recycling capacity could grow
further in coming years. The China State
Shipbuilding  Corporation  president said
recently that half of China’s shipyards could
go bust in the next two to three years. Many
of these yards could switch to recycling as, in
theory, could European shipyards, though the
economics of recycling in Europe are currently
not encouraging.

Last year was not a record-breaking one for

K

Demolition

P set to Break
Y .

ecords

tanker recycling, despite the poor freight
markets. For four years from 1982 to 1985 over
20 mil dwt of tankers were recycled while 14
mil dwt was sold for demolition in 2010. Some
8.4 mil dwt of tankers were recycled in 2011,
with the figure for January 2012 maintaining
that trend.

By comparison, Braemear Seascope estimated
that, in 2011, 24.2 mil dwt of bulk carriers
were sold for scrap, surpassing the 12 mil dwt
scrapped in 2009 during the credit crunch, and
the 11.5 mil dwt scrapped in 1998 after the
Asian financial crisis, as well as the 15 mil dwt
scrapped in 1986, the year the BIFFEX bottomed
out at 554 points on 31 July of that year.

Scrapping of all types reached 41 mil dwt
in 2011, making it the third largest year for
demolition ever. The second biggest was in
1986 when 43 mil dwt was scrapped, while the
record was 1985 when 44 mil dwt of vessels
were sent to the beaches.

Mark Williams, Braemar Seascope’s research
director, said: “If macro-economic conditions
in 2012 continue to underwhelm and if scrap
prices stay at their recent high levels, this year
could easily surpass 1985 as a peak year for
demolition.

Source: TANKEROperator, March, 2012
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and among those on the 6/6 patterns. Routinel
and procedural tasks were able to be carried out
with little or no degradation, but participants
appeared to find it harder to deal with novel
‘events’, such as collision avoidance, or fault
diagnosis, as the ‘voyage’ progressed.

It was found, however, that the deck and
engineering teams developed a good working
relationship. Social interaction was encouraged
as was deemed very significant. It was thought
that fatigue would reduce peoples’ interaction
with each other.

Researchers have used the data to develop a
new fatigue management toolkit — Fatigue Risk
Management Systems — for use by ship owners
and managers, seafarers, regulators and others,
to help arrange working schedules to mitigate
risks to ships and their cargoes, seafarers,
passengers and the marine environment. It
is hoped that these can be used as part of the
Safety Management System (SMS) within the
ISM, Professor Barnett said.

It is hoped to develop a crisis management
project, which will look at how to manage
fatigue in difficult circumstances. For this
project, senior officers, such as Masters, Chief
Officers and Chief Engineers, will take part.
Project ‘Horizon’ Key Findings
e At least one occurrence of sleep was
detected among 45% of officers in the 6/6
team working the 0000-0600hrs watch at
Chalmers and one occurrence for about
40% of those on the 0000-0400 watch in
the 4/8 pattern.

e At Warsash, where the watck keepers
ramined undisturbed in their off-watch
rest periods, the number of occurrences of
sleeping on watch for officers on the 6/6
pattern varied and was up to more than 20%
on the 1800-0000 watch.

e Such incidents of sleeping on watch were
found within both watch keeping patterns,
and they mainly occurred during night and
early morning watches.

e Participants in all the groups reported
relatively high levels of subjective sleepiness

on the KSS scale, which got higher towards
the end of a watch and the end of the week.

e \arying degrees of sleep loss were observed
between the watch systems and depending
onwhether off-watch periods were disturbed
or not. Overall sleep duration for those on
the 4/8 pattern was found to be relatively
normal, with around 7.5 hours per day for
those in Team 1 at Chalmers and about 6
hours for Team 2 at Warsash.

e Participants working 6/6 watches were
found to get markedly less sleep than
those on 4/8, and data showed a clear 'split’
sleeping pattern in which daily sleep on the
6/6 pattern was divided into two periods —
one of between three to four hours and the
other averaging between two to three hours.

e Reaction time tests, carried out at the
start and end of each watch, showed clear
evidence of performance deterioration —and
the slowest reaction times were found at the
end of night watches and among those on
the 6/6 patterns.

e Watch keepers were found to be most tired
at night and in the afternoon and sleepiness
levels were found to peak towards the end
of night watches.

e The 6/6 regime was found to be more tiring
than the 4/8 rotas and 'disturbed’ off-watch
periods were found to produce significantly
high levels of tiredness. In both watch
systems, the disturbed off-watch period was
found to have a profound effect upon levels
of sleepiness.

There was evidence that routine and procedural
tasks could be carried out with little or no
degradation, while participants appeared to
find it harder to deal with novel 'events', such
as collision avoidance or fault diagnosis, as the
'voyages' progressed.

Researchers also noted a decline in the quality
of the information being given by participants
at watch handovers as the week progressed.

Source: TANKEROperator, March, 2012



science rather than socio-economic grounds”.

“The shipping industry and those who regulate it
cannot afford to ignore these findings,” he said.

He was speaking of ‘Project Horizon’, the
findings of which have provided a first
benchmark for understanding and predicting
how different watch systems influence the level
of fatigue, or sleepiness of ship’s officers.

The research project brought together academic
institutions and shipping industry organizations,
with specialist input from some world-leading
transport and stress research experts.

It make pioneering use of bridge, engine room
and cargo simulators simultaneously to assess
scientifically the impact of fatigue in realistic
seagoing scenarios that would be encountered on
board a 40,000 dwt products tankers undertaken
two return voyages between Fawley in the UK
and Rotterdam - a total trip of seven days.

During the simulated vessel’s laden leg, two
grades of cargo were carried in order to test
the shipboard personnel in the simulated cargo
loading and discharge operations room. The
cargo tanks were “fitted’ with an inert gas system.

In total, 90 experienced deck and engineer
officer volunteers participated in rigorous
tests at Chalmers University of Technology in
Gothenburg (50 persons) and Warsash Maritime
Academy at Southampton Solent University (40
persons) to measure their levels of sleepiness and
performance during the most common watch
keeping patterns — four hours on/eight hours
off (4/8) and six hours on/six hours off (6/6).

Some of the Gothenburg-based volunteers were
also exposed to a ‘disturbed’ off-watch period,
reflecting the way in which seafarers may
experience additional workloads, as a result of
port visits, bad weather, or emergencies.

Basically, Chalmers simulated the standard
three bridge watch keeping scenario of four
hours on and eight hours off and a “disturbed’
6/6 watch whereby deck officers were in a state
of 18 hours continuous wakefulness.

Professor Mike Barnett, associate director
(research) at Warsash Maritime Academy,

Southampton Solent University, explained that
Warsash simulated both deck and engine room
undisturbed 6/6 routine linking the simulators.
The cargo control room simulator was used while
the “vessel’ was in port. Both voyages between
Fawley and Rotterdam were simulated to be as
realistic as possible, including a pilot coming on
board. The intake of caffeine was regulated by
only allowing four cups of coffee per day and
no alcohol was allowed during the experiment.
The two round trips were then compared.

Participants came from many countries and were
taken from all age groups and both male and
female junior officers were used, all acting as 2"
or 3 Mates, as solo watchkeepers, or 2" or 3
Engineers for engine room duties. Those in the
cargo control room simulator had some tanker
experience and from which communications
traffic was simulated, such as when undertaking
bunkering operations in port.

In addition, there was a Chief Officer and an
AB on call, but they were not present on the
bridge during the watches. The deck officers
were not allowed to use an ECDIS and had no
alarm systems to help them. A chair was placed
on the bridge to see if the watch keepers would
use it with mixed results.

Key findings showed the most marked sleepiness
detected was in the 6/6 team where at least
one occurrence of falling asleep on watch was
detected among 45% of officers on the midnight
to 6 am watch and there was also one occurrence
of about 40% of those on the midnight to 4 am
watch in the 4/8 group.

Watch keepers were fond to be most tired both
at night and the afternoon while sleepiness
levels were found to peak towards the end of
night watches.

Participants were performance tested using a
hand held computer (PVT) when they came on
watch and then again when they went off watch.

Performance deterioration
Reaction tests carried out at the start and end
of each watch also showed clear evidence

of performance deterioration — the slowest
reactions were found at the end of night watches

N0.12 / Spring 2012
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SHIPBOARD
FATIGUE NOW
SCIENTIFICALLY
RECOGNISED

The results of a 32-month, part EU funded, 11 -

partner research project into fatigue at sea have been 2 prOJecF Clea.rly AEMTRATETED
published, that certain ship watch patterns

carry an increased risk of
sleepiness, which should serve as a
wake-up call to the industry, a leading
maritime union official said at the
recent launch of its findings.

One of the project’s partners, Anglo-
Dutch maritime union Nautilus’ senior
national secretary Alan Graveson said
the union welcomed the results and
urged the shipping industry and those
who regulate it to act on the findings.

“Nautilus welcomes this research,
which provides detailed scientific
support to demonstrate the validity of
our concerns about fatigue at sea. No
other safety-critical industry would
allow key personnel to regularly work
- up to 91 hours a week and this study
offers the opportunity to move to
methods of working that are based on

ring 2012




However, BP cautions that if there are no
changes to fuel efficiency, car usage and use
of alternatives, “oil demand in road transport
would increase by massive 23 mil barrels per
day.”

This huge difference illustrates the importance
of technology combined with government /
consumer policies and the bearing it will have
on the tanker business, Gibson said.

On the supply side, growth in global liquids
demand is expected to be met primarily by
increasing OPEC production, which would rise
by 12 mil barrels per day, with the largest gains
in NGLs and crude output from Irag and Saudi
Arabia.

Perhaps worryingly for the tanker market,
BP anticipates that the Americas will largely
become energy self-sufficient by 2030, due to
strong growth in Canadian oil sands, Brazilian
deepwater projects and US shale oil, as well as
US and Brazilian biofuels.

Overall, these trends will have major
implications for the tanker markets. Although at
present the immediate threat for the industry is
tonnage oversupply, in the long run factors such
as slowing demand, environmental concerns,
fuel efficiency and technological advances will
be among the main drivers that will shape the
future of the oil markets and with it, demand for
tanker transportation, Gibson concluded.

Iranian exports

Turning to Iran, the recently announced
European ban on imports of Iranian crude oil
due to come into force on 1% July would mean a
significant shift in crude oil movements.

Exports of Iranian crude into Europe increased
during second and third quarters of 2011, partly
as a direct result of the loss of 1.3 mil barrels
per day of Libyan crude during the civil war.

Gibson calculated that Iran currently exports
around 0.7 mil barrels per day into the European

refinery system, almost half of Libyan pre-crisis
total. Spain and Italy have been the biggest
European importers from Iran in recent times.

It was also notable that France has gone from
zero imports in the fourth quarter of 2010
to average 76,000 barrels per day during the
second and third quarters of 2011.

With Libyan crude exports now nearing pre-
crisis levels, by the time the ban is implemented,
Europe will be well placed to switch supplies
away from lIran.

Europe’s economic growth (or lack of it) is also
a major factor as demand is unlikely to rise
significantly during 2012, Gibson said.

Should Europe require to source alternative
crude supply, Saudi Arabia is the obvious
candidate to make up any shortfall. Saudi Arabia
could supply any shortfall through the Sumed
pipeline taking up the capacity vacated by the
loss of Iranian crude.

Currently, Iranian exports to the Far East
currently represent about 60% of its crude
exports. Tougher sanctions on Europe will
simply mean more crude will go east. India
and China will cite economic reasons for
their reliance on a continuous supply, as their
economies continue to grow. As a further
inducement, Iran may offer crude at discounted
prices in order to ensure that exports continue to
their largest customers in Asia.

After 1% July, the political focus will turn east
as the US and Europe attempt to ramp up more
pressure on India, Japan and South Korea to join
the ban. Turkey will also come under pressure as
it is the fifth largest importer of Iranian crude. In
the US, tougher financial sanctions are already
on the agenda, Gibson said.

Several tanker operators have already stated
their intention of not loading at Iranian terminals,
including Tankers International and Frontline.

Source: TANKEROperator, March, 2012
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TANKERDEMAND HEADING

- FOR A SLOWDOWN?

During the middle of January, BP released its
long term view of energy markets to 2030

Ithough the outlook covers all energy
sources, for tanker markets the emphasis
obviously is on oil. Gibson Research

highlighted several points from the BP forecast
that are closely elated to the tanker sector.

Most importantly, BP expects growth in global
liquids demand of 16 mil barrels per day (oil,
biofuels and other liquids) over the next two
decades, rising to 103 mil barrels per day by
2030. This compares with growth of 19 mil
barrels per day over the past 20 years, resulting
in a slowing down, from an average of around
1.2% per annum to 0.8% per annum.

However, acritical part of the outlook is that only
9 mil barrels per day is expected to come from
crude oil, with the rest coming from biofuels,
NGLs and other fuels (including processing

gains), Gibson said. China and India would
account for more than 70% of demand growth,
with consumption rising by 8 mil barrels per
day and 3.5 mil barrels per day, respectively.
Demand in OECD countries is likely to fall by
6 mil barrels per day.

Faced with a difficult task of projecting so far
ahead, BP’s outlook is based on the assumption
of accelerating current trends in the energy
sector, such as a drive for cleaner energy and
greater fuel efficiency.

For example, in the transport sector
efficiency of the internal combustion engine is
likely to double over the next 10 years,” BP said.
This incorporates that “.... sales of conventional
passenger vehicles, accounting for nearly 100%
today.....” will decline to a third of total car
sales by 2030 and that sales of hybrid cars will
dominate.



Vessel Safety (SLF 54), regarding the accident
to the Italian cruise ship Costa Concordia,
which occurred on 13 January 2012, and noted
that a casualty investigation was being carried
out by the Italian Coast Guard, the outcome of
which would be submitted to IMO as soon as
available.

Meanwhile, the Sub-Committee strongly urged
Member States to submit to IMO their reports
of investigations, particularly into very serious
casualties under the mandatory part of the Code
of International Standards and Recommended

Practices for a Safety Investigation into a
Marine Casualty or Marine Incident (Casualty
Investigation Code). This will assist the Working
Group on Casualty Analysis in determining
if there are potential trends or recurring
contributing factors, and to promote appropriate
action, where necessary.

Mandatory under MARPOL

reviewed

reports

The Sub-Committee considered the summary
analysis of the reports submitted for 2010 in
relation to the MARPOL Convention, by 34
Parties to MARPOL and noted that the rate of
reporting in 2010 remained low at 22.7 per cent
(MARPOL has151 Parties). Six further reports
were received after the 30 September deadline,
giving a rate of reporting of 26.7 per cent. The
Sub-Committee urged all Parties to MARPOL
to submit mandatory reports on time.
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organizations (which may be authorized by flag
States to carry out surveys and issue certificates
on their behalf) are assessed and authorized/
recognized, and give guidance for subsequent
monitoring of ROs by Administrations.

The new Code would replace the Specifications
on the Survey and Certification Functions of
Recognized Organizations Acting on Behalf of
the Administration (resolution A.789(19)) and
Guidelines for the authorization of Organizations
acting on behalf of the Administration
(A.739(18)).

Lessons learned from casualties agreed

The Sub-Committee approved the text of
Lessons Learned for Presentation to Seafarers,
for release on the IMO website, developed
by the Correspondence Group on Casualty
Analysis and reviewed by the regular meeting
of the Working Group on Casualty Analysis,
during the session.

A series of incidents, some fatal, involving
lifting appliances were reviewed by the
working group and the Sub-committee agreed
to the group’s recommendation to forward
the incident reports (on the general cargo ship
BBC Atlantic; the open-hatch bulk carrier
Star Java; the cargo ship Knud Lauritzen;
the hopper/dredger/sand carrier Sand Falcon;
and the diving support vessel Wellservicer)
to the ship Design and Equipment (DE) Sub-
Committee for consideration (subject to the
MSC'’s endorsement).

The Correspondence Groupon Casualty Analysis
was re-established to continue its work analysing
casualty investigation reports submitted to IMO.
In particular, the correspondence group was
invited to consider the safety issues identified
in the marine safety investigation reports into
the explosions, fire and loss life following the
very serious marine casualty on Deep Water
Horizon, in 2010.

The correspondence group was also invited to
review the marine safety investigation reports

into ro-ro ferry vehicle deck fires, in order to
identify improvements that can be made to
the fire protection standards applied to ro-ro
passenger ships constructed before 1 July 2010
(which could remain in service for the next 20
years or more) to enhance their survivability and
safe return to port in the event of a vehicle deck
fire. Specific reports to be considered included
the investigations into the accidents involving
the ro-ro ferries Al Salaam Boccacio 98, Und
Adriyatik, Commodore Clipper, Lisco Gloria
and Pearl of Scandinavia. While the reports
into the first two incidents had already been
considered in detail, the reports into the latter
three were due to be considered at FSI 21.

The Sub-Committee also noted information
provided by the Italian delegation to the Sub-
Committee on Stability, Load Lines and Fishing




amended; the International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL);
the International Convention on Load Lines,
1966 (LL 1966) and its 1988 Protocol;
the International Convention on Tonnage
Measurement of Ships, 1969 (TONNAGE
1969); and the Convention on the International
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea,
1972, as amended (COLREG 1972).

Reports on completed audits analysed

A study of five consolidated audit summary
reports, based on 45 audits competed under the
\oluntary IMO Member State Audit Scheme,
was reviewed by the Sub-Committee. It was
agreed to establish a working/drafting group
at the next session to review the reports and to

make recommendations to the Committees in
the light of the findings.

Code for Recognized Organizations agreed

The draft Code for Recognized Organizations
(ROs) and related draft treaty amendments to
make it mandatory were agreed for submission
to MEPC 64 and MSC 91, as appropriate, with
a view to approval, subject to clarification or
approval from the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) with regard to referencing
its standards in the RO Code.

The draft amendments proposed would make
the Code mandatory under SOLAS, the Load
Lines Protocol 1988 and MARPOL (Annexes
I and I1).

The Code will provide a consolidated text
containing criteria against which recognized
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Meeting Summary

" Sub-Committee on
- Flag State Implementation

. (FSI)

Mandatory IMO audit scheme progressed
with 111 Code and treaty amendments
agreed

ignificant progress with regard to making

the Voluntary IMO Member State Audit
Scheme mandatory was made by the Sub-
Committee on Flag State Implementation (FSI)
when it met for its 20th session.

The Sub-Committee agreed the text of the
draft IMO Instruments Implementation Code
(111 Code), which sets the audit standard and is
intended to be used to determine the extent to
which Contracting Governments give full and
complete effect to the provisions of key IMO
international treaties.

Draft amendments to the relevant IMO

. 20th session, 26 -30 March 2012

instruments to make the 111 Code and auditing
mandatory were also agreed.

The draft texts of the Il Code and the
amendments will be submitted to the Marine
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC
64, in October 2012) and the Maritime Safety
Committee (MSC 91, in December 2012), for
consideration.

It is intended that the IlIl Code should be
adopted by the IMO Assembly, at its twenty-
eighth session, in late 2013. Subsequently, the
amendments to the treaty instruments could
be adopted, to make the auditing and Code
mandatory.

The audit will cover the following treaty
instruments: the International Convention for
the Safety of Life at Sea, (SOLAS),1974, as




A.1043(27) Periodic review of administrative
requirements in mandatory IMO
instruments

A.1044(27) Piracy and armed robbery against
ships in waters off the coast of Somalia

A.1045(27) Pilot transfer arrangements

A.1046(27) World-Wide Radionavigation
System

A.1047(27) Principles of minimum safe
manning

A.1048(27) Code of Safe Practice for Ships
carrying Timber Deck Cargoes, 2011 (2011
TDC Code)

A.1049(27) International Code on the
Enhanced Programme of Inspections during
Surveys of Bulk Carriers and Oil Tankers,
2011 (2011 ESP Code)

A.1050(27) Revised recommendations for
entering enclosed spaces aboard ships

A.1051(27) IMO/WMO Worldwide met-
ocean information and warning service
guidance document

A.1052(27) Procedures for port State control,
2011

A.1053(27) Survey guidelines under
the Harmonized System of Survey and
Certification (HSSC), 2011

A.1054(27) Code for the implementation of
mandatory IMO instruments, 2011

A.1055(27) Issue of Bunkers Certificates to
ships that are also required to hold a CLC
Certificate

A.1056(27) Promotion as widely as possible
of the application of the 2006 Guidelines on
fair treatment of seafarers in the event of a
maritime accident

A.1057(27) Issue of Wreck Removal
Certificates to bareboat registered vessels

A.1058(27) Collation and preservation of
evidence following an allegation of a serious
crime having taken place on board a ship or
following a report of a missing person from
a ship, and pastoral and medical care of
victims

A.1059(27) Relations with Non-
Governmental organizations
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The Assembly also adopted a resolution
expressing deep appreciation for the work of
Mr. Mitropoulos as Secretary-General and
designating him Secretary-General Emeritus of
IMO, with effect from 1 January 2012.

Day of the Seafarer

The Assembly adopted a resolution on the Day
of the Seafarer, establishing 25 June of each
year as the “Day of the Seafarer”, recognizing
the invaluable contribution seafarers make to
international trade and the world economy, often
at great personal cost to themselves and their
families. The resolution invites Governments,
shipping organizations, companies, shipowners
and all other parties concerned to promote
and celebrate the Day in an appropriate and
meaningful manner.

The Day of the Seafarer was first celebrated
in 2011, following its establishment by a
resolution adopted by the Conference of Parties
to the International Convention on Standards
of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping
for Seafarers (STCW), 1978, held in Manila,
Philippines, in June 2010, which adopted major
revisions to the STCW Convention and Code

The Day of the Seafarer hasnow been included in
the annual list of United Nations Observances.

Reducing administrative burdens

The Assembly also adopted a resolution
on Periodic Review of Administrative
Requirements in Mandatory IMO Instruments,
which requests the Council to establish
an Ad Hoc Steering Group for Reducing
Administrative Requirements, with the aim
of releasing resources from administrative
tasks for Administrations and industry alike,
thus contributing to the Organization’s goals
of efficient regulation of safety and security
of shipping and the prevention and control of
pollution by ships.

IMO Assembly background

The 27th session of the IMO Assembly was held
at IMO Headquarters, London, from 21 to 30
November 2011 and was attended by some 1,200
delegates from IMO Member States, as well as
observers from international organizations.

The Assembly is IMO’s highest governing
body. All 170 Member States and three
Associate Members are entitled to participate,
as are intergovernmental organizations with
which agreements of co-operation have been
concluded, and non-governmental organizations
in consultative status with IMO. The Assembly
normally mmeets once every two years,
inregular session.

Resolutions adopted

Altogether, 27 resolutions were adopted by the
Assembly:

e A.1033(27) Day of the Seafarer

o A.1034(27) Appreciation of the services
to the Organization of Mr. Efthimios E.
Mitropoulos

e A.1035(27) Approval of the appointment of
the Secretary- General

e A.1036(27) Appointment of the external
auditor

e A.1037(27) Strategic Plan for the
Organization (for the sixyear period 2012 to
2017)

e A.1038(27) High-level action plan of the
Organization and priorities for the 2012-
2013 biennium

e A.1039(27) Results-based budget for the
2012-2013 biennium

e A.1040(27) Presentation of accounts and
audit reports

e A.1041(27) Arrears of contributions

e A.1042(27) Revision of the Organization’s
financial regulations (effective 1 January
2012)



the continuing challenge of safety of life at
sea,;

the implementation of effective measures to
address the issues of migrants transported by
sea, stowaways and the humanitarian aspects
of piracy and armed robbery against ships;

ensuring an equitable and sustainable means
of funding for the integrated technical co-
operation programme and to improve its
delivery, efficiency and effectiveness; and

ensuring that technological developments
adopted are conducive, as applicable,

to enhancing maritime safety, security,
protection of the environment and facilitation
of international maritime traffic ,and take
into account the need for their global
application.

Budget

The Assembly adopted the Organization’s
budget for the next biennium, agreeing to a total
appropriation of £62,206,200, comprising an
appropriation of £30,520,200 for 2012 and an
appropriation off 31,686,000 for 2013.

Appointment of the Secretary-General

The Assembly endorsed the decision of
the IMO Council in June to elect Mr. Koji
Sekimizu (Japan) as IMO Secretary-General, to
start a four-year term on 1 January 2012. The
outgoing Secretary-General, Mr. Efthimios E.
Mitropoulos (Greece) ended his second four-
year term on 31 December 2011.
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to promulgate their national policies on the
embarkation, disembarkation and carriage of
privately contracted armed security personnel
and of firearms, ammunition and security-
related equipment to be used by such personnel
on board ships; and to make those policies and
procedures known to the shipping industry, to the
providers of privately contracted armed security
personnel, and to all Member Governments.

The resolution also strongly urges Governments
to encourage owners and operators of ships
entitled to fly their flag to consider fully the
provision of post-traumatic care for seafarers
attacked or held hostage by pirates, and for
their families and, in so doing, take into account
recommendations and good practice guidance
produced by the Organization, the shipping
industry and welfare organizations; and to
establish, as necessary and when requested,
plans and procedures to keep substantially
interested States informed, as appropriate, about
the welfare of seafarers in captivity on ships
entitled to fly their flag, measures being taken
for the early release of such seafarers and the
status of payment of their wages.

Strategic and High-level Action Plans

IMO’s High-level Action Plan for 2012-
2013 sets out in detail the planned outputs for
the biennium and links them to the six-year
Strategic Plan. The Strategic Plan identifies
strategic directions and specific actions aimed
at addressing current trends, developments and
challenges, including:

e piracy and armed robbery against ships;

e the impact of global shipping activities on the
environment, including the need to contribute
to international efforts to reduce atmospheric
pollution and address climate change;

e the need to eliminate sub-standard shipping

e the implementation of security measures
while ensuring that the flow of seaborne
trade continues to be smooth and efficient;

identifying shipping activities and incidents

that could have an adverse impact on the
environment and developing corresponding
preventive measures

the need to place increased emphasis on the
contribution of the human element to safer,
more secure and environmentally friendly

shipping;




5 firmly establishing 25 June each year
as the .“Day of the Seafarer”.

The Assembly also adopted the high-level
action and strategic plans for the Organization;
the Organization’s budget for 2012 to 2013;
and several updated codes and guidance
documents.

Piracy and armed robbery against ships

The resolution on piracy and armed robbery
against ships in waters off the coast of Somalia
condemns and deplores all acts of piracy and
armed robbery against ships, irrespective of
where such acts have occurred or may occur;
and expresses deep sympathy for the loss of
seafarers, while in captivity, for their plight
while held hostage in appalling conditions, often
for long periods of time, and for their families.

Expanding on a similar resolution adopted by
the previous IMO Assembly, the resolution
notes the extensive efforts undertaken by IMO
and others to address piracy, in particular during
2011, when the theme for World Maritime
Day of “Piracy — Orchestrating the response”
has underscored much of the Organization’s
work. It appeals to all parties that may be able
to assist to take action, within the provisions
of international law, to ensure that all acts or
attempted acts of piracy and armed robbery
against ships are terminated forthwith and that
any plans for committing such acts are also
forthwith abandoned; and that any hijacked
ships, seafarers serving on them and any other
persons on board such ships are immediately
and unconditionally released and that no harm
IS caused to them.

Among other things, the resolution strongly
urges Governments that have not already done
so to do everything in their power, promptly, to
ensure that ships entitled to fly their flag comply
with the preventive, evasive and defensive
measures detailed in the best management
practice guidance already promulgated through
IMO.

It also urges Governments, taking into account
the interim recommendations and guidance
developed by the Organization, to decide, as a
matter of national policy, whether ships entitled
to fly their flag should be authorized to carry
privately contracted armed security personnel
and, if so, under what conditions. In addition,
port and coastal States are strongly urged
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IMO ASSEMBLY
ADOPTS WIDE
RANGE OF

wide range of
resolutions, reflecting
the broad canvas of

the Organization’s work,

was adopted by the 27th
Assembly of the International
Maritime Organization (IMO),

when it met in London at the
Organization’s Headquarters
from 21 to 30 November 2011.

They included a resolution urging
Governments to continue their efforts to
combat piracy and armed robbery against

ships off the coast of Somalia and a resolution



Lines International Association (CLIA) -
immediately following the Costa Concordia
accident. CLIA has responded positively to
Mr Sekimizu’s request to hold meetings with
him to discuss the safety of passenger ships
in general and, in particular, any findings and
recommendations from its own, internal, review
of current practices and safety procedures in the
operation of passenger ships.

Mr Sekimizu urged Italy, the Flag State
administration, to carry out the casualty
investigation covering all aspects of this
accident and provide the findings to IMO under
the provisions of SOLAS as soon as possible.
He expressed his gratitude that the Italian
authorities had agreed to his request for IMO
to be represented as an observer on the body
overseeing the casualty investigation in order to
monitor progress closely and remain abreast of
emerging issues, as they arise.

These moves come against the background of a
raft of safety measures already under review at
IMO, including work going on in several sub-
committees to further improve safety measures

““FULL CASUALTY
URGED FOLLOWING
INCIDENT

procedures are being implemented fully and
effectively, including those aimed at ensuring
safe operations on board.

- i
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In the spirit of IMO’s continuing proactive \

approach to passenger ship safety, Mr Sekimizu . .
opened a channel of communication with it
passenger ship operators — through the Cruise h '\.\
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INVESTIGATION
COSTA CONCORDIA

included an additional item on “Passenger

Ship Safety” on the agenda of IMO’s
Maritime Safety Committee (MSC), which
met for its 90th session from 16-25 May this
year. This provided an opportunity for IMO
Members in the MSC to consider any issues
arising. He encouraged Member Governments

IMO Secretary-General  Koji  Sekimizu

and the industry to put forward any initiatives
to improve safety to MSC 90.

Given that the safe operation of passenger
ships is of major interest to the international
community as a whole, Mr. Sekimizu also
urged all IMO Member States to ensure that
their current national safety regulations and



e “Green”thenutrienteconomy (fertilizers
for example) to reduce ocean hypoxia
and promote food security;

e Enhance coordination, coherence and
effectiveness of the UN system on ocean
issues.

The Blueprint was prepared by UNESCO’s
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
(10C), the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and IMO.

It emphasizes that 60 per cent of the world’s
major marine ecosystems have been degraded or
are being used unsustainably, resulting in huge
economic and social losses. Mangrove forests
have lost 30 to 50 per cent of their original cover
while coral reefs have lost 20 per cent, increasing
the wvulnerability of many highly populated
coastal areas. The ocean absorbs close to 26 per

cent of atmospheric carbon dioxide emissions
which is provoking acidification that is already
threatening some varieties of plankton and
poses a threat to the entire marine food chain
and dependant socioeconomic activities.

Some of these phenomena are not new but
are aggravated by cumulative pressures such
as climate change, intensified human activity
and technological advances. Furthermore,
ecosystems situated in the deep ocean, where
biodiversity and habitats often have major
value, but are generally not well understood,
have virtually no protection at all.

The international community pledged to
tackle these challenges at the Summits of Rio
(1992) and Johannesburg (2002). However the
commitments made remain largely ineffectual
and their objectives have not been met. Such has
been the case for the pledge to restore fish stocks
to sustainable levels by 2015, and the promise
to create networks of protected marine areas by
2012. Few countries have adopted legislation to
reduce land-based marine pollution, leading to
an increase in the number of dead ocean areas.
More than 400 marine areas have been listed as
“biologically dead” to date.

“The full implementation of many of these
goals and targets will require further efforts by
States, intergovernmental organizations and the
international community,” state the authors of
the report. They claim the present situation is the
result of insufficient political will and resources,
inadequate institutional capacities, insufficient
scientific data and market imbalances.

“Greening the Blue Economy will be science
and technology driven,” they conclude. “But
success will depend on sound policy processes
and effective institutional arrangements and will
therefore require commitment and funding from
the international community as well as nations
and industry.”

Source: IMO News
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UN AGENCIES
UNVEIL TEN
PROPOSALS

TO SAFEGUARD
THE OCEAN

IMO, have launched a plan to improve

the management of oceans and coastal
areas. The Blueprint for Ocean and Coastal
Sustainability sounds the alarm about the health
of the oceans, and explains how they influence
our everyday life by regulating the climate,
providing highly-nutritious food resources and
by sustaining livelihoods and economies. It
recalls that although the ocean accounts for 70
per cent of the surface of our planet, only one
per cent of it is protected.

Four United Nations agencies, including

Presented at the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
Headquarters in November, the Blueprint was
prepared for consideration by the UN conference
onsustainabledevelopment(Rio+20,June2012).
It proposes a series of concrete measures to:

e Create a global blue carbon market as a
means of creating direct economic gain

through habitat protection;

Fill governance gaps in the high seas,
by reinforcing the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOYS);

Support the development of green
economies in small island developing
states;

Promote research on how to adapt to,
and mitigate, ocean acidification;

Increase institutional capacity for
scientific monitoring of oceans and
coastal areas;

Reform and reinforce regional ocean
management organizations;

Promote responsible fisheries and
aquaculture in a green economy;

Strengthen legal frameworks to address
aquatic invasive species;
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