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Valid 1st July 2013

Bl ¢(§ S B iy glaun

, Vv .| Blackto Grey to :
Tnk Flao Ill§pecl|0|ls l)glcrlllym T White Excess
= 2010-2012 2010-2012 . .. Factor
Limit Limit
| White List 2010-2012
1 France 306 0 29 14 -1.95
2 Germany 1099 10 91 63 -1.82
3 Hong Kong, China 1559 19 126 92 -1.74
4 Sweden 630 6 55 33 -1.71
5 Greece 1154 14 96 66 -1.71
6 Denmark 1233 16 102 71 -1.68
7 Norway 1697 24 137 101 -1.68
8 Bahamas 2868 47 224 178 -1.64
9 Italy 1384 21 113 81 -1.61
10 Croatia 151 0 16 5 -1.61
11 Finland 477 S 43 24 -1.60
12 Isle of Man, UK 755 10 65 41 -1.59
13 United Kingdom 1683 28 136 100 -1.58
14 Liberia 4179 80 320 265 -1.57
15 Netherlands 3441 68 266 216 -1.53
16 | Singapore 1408 25 115 82 -1.52
17 Korea, Republic of 123 0 14 3 -1.44
18 Marshall Islands 2427 56 191 149 -1.38
19 Belgium 250 3 25 10 -1.28
20 China 238 3 24 10 -1.22
21 Gibraltar, UK 1072 26 89 61 -1.22
22 Cyprus 2157 61 171 131 1.17
23 Malta 4922 159 374 315 -1.11
24 Cayman Islands, UK 315 6 30 14 -1.06
25 Latvia 91 0 11 2 -1.05
26 Bermuda, UK 275 S 27 12 0.03
27 Ireland 127 ] 14 4 0.98
28 Russian Federation 1458 49 119 86 0.91
29 Estonia 81 0 10 1 -0.90
30 Barbados 395 10 36 19 -0.89
31 Japan 80 0 10 1 0.88
32 Panama 6876 277 517 446 0.85
33 Spain 230 5 23 9 0.78
34 Iran, Islamic Republic of 107 1 12 3 -0.75
35 Faroe Islands, DK 223 S 22 9 -0.73
36 | Antigua and Barbuda 4364 202 334 277 0.60
37 Turkey 1930 88 154 116 0.53
3R Poland 172 4 18 6 0.52
39 United States of America 236 7 23 10 0.46
40 Philippines 234 7 23 9 -0.44
41 Lithuama 198 6 20 7 0.32
42 Portugal 439 19 40 21 0.22
43 Thailand 53 0 7 0 -0.18
44 Vanuatu 203 7 21 8 -0.16
45 Luxembourg 197 7 20 7 0.09




Valid 1st July 2013

, . Grey to
) Inspections | Detentions Black to Lo Excess
Rank Flag 2010-2012 | 2010-2012 | Grey Limit | Y€ | Faceor
- Limit
Grey List 2000 - 2012
46 Kazakhstan 47 0 7 0 0.01
47 Switzerland 89 2 11 2 0.03
48 Curacao 372 18 35 17 0.03
49 | Malaysia 65 1 8 | 0.04
50 Saudi Arabia 58 I 8 0 0.09
India 115 4 13 3 0.10
52 Belize 616 36 54 32 0.17
53 Viet Nam 34 1 5 0 0.27
54 Algeria 73 4 9 | 0.36
55 Morocco 101 7 12 2 0.49
56 Tunisia 57 4 8 0 0.50
57 Egypt 85 6 10 2 0.51
58 Slovakia 75 6 9 | 0.59
59 Bulgaria 99 8 12 2 0.61
G || R VIS e e 1277 96 105 74 0.71
Grenadines
61 Cook Islands 187 16 19 7 0.73
62 Syrian Arab Republic 94 9 11 2 0.76
63 Tuvalu 44 5 6 0 0.79
64 Ukraine 308 29 29 14 0.97
Valid 1st July 2013
Inspections | Detentions | Black to Grey to Excess
Rank | Flag 2010-2012 | 2010-2012 Grey White Factor
Limit Limit
BmckLm20w0202 ]
65 Cambodia 629 59 SS 1.19
66 Georgia 428 42 39 1.20
67 Saint Kitts and Nevis 344 35 32 1.23
68 Lebanon 82 11 10 Mledium 1.31
69 Libya 44 7 6 Rizk 1.35
70 Dominica 140 18 15 1.54
71 Comoros 483 55 44 1.71
72 Albania 159 21 17 1.72
73 Moldova, Republic of 654 84 57 2.26
74 Honduras 45 9 6 2.39
75 Sierra Leone 412 58 3 Medinm to 2.46
76 | Togo 231 35 2 High Risk 2.50
Tanzania, United - , 2.70
/7 Republic of 234 3 23
78 Bolivia 39 10 6 Risk 3.66
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DNV GL open for business

The world’s largest class society - DNV GL -
officially began operations on 12th September.
The go ahead was given as the merger was
finally rubber stamped by all the competition
authorities.

At the same time, DNV GL also became one of
the top three management system certification
bodies in the world.

The competition authorities in South Korea,
the US, the EU and China have now cleared
the merger between the two companies, both
of which will soon celebrate 150 years of
independent operations.

Formally called DNV GL Group, the new
concern comprises 17,000 employees across
300 sites in more than 100 countries and will
boast revenues of €2,500 mill per year.

“It is with great pride that we can now inform
that this vision-driven merger for growth has
been cleared by the competition authorities in
all four required jurisdictions. The merging
companies both represent leading market
positions, complementary commercial positions
and an acknowledged reputation for advanced
technology and high quality and integrity,” said
Henrik Madsen, group CEO of DNV GL.
Madsen said that this first consolidation of
two classification societies will be a global
game changer. “DNV GL will be uniquely
positioned to offer a broader set of products
and services, more in-depth expertise and a
denser global network of sites second to none.
And importantly, there is a strong commitment
by both DNV and GL to the merged company
continuing to invest heavily in technology,
research and innovation,” he said.

An increasingly complex risk environment
for customers is expected to drive demand
for the new company’s technology and risk
management services. “In today’s risk-sensitive
environment, a company’s failure to manage
risk properly may lead to adverse events, loss
of life, damage to the environment, or critical

business consequences, putting trust and
credibility at risk.

“I firmly believe that DNV GL will be in a
stronger position to help companies manage
their challenges in the new risk reality and enable
them to advance the safety and sustainability of
their operations,” Madsen emphasized.

While companies’ compliance with standards
and pursuit of safety and protection of the
environment has undoubtedly improved over
recent years, Madsen believed there is definitely
room for improvement.

“Standards are improving, but there is a lack
of international governance. The industry
needs strong, independent players that promote
greater openness, consistency and effectiveness
in the profession and push the development of
new adequate measures and standards.

“For our part, DNV GL, must take an active
stance and show that we have qualified opinions
on technical, operational, environmental and
risk management issues. We aim to deliver
technical solutions that are practical and in
the Dbest interests of our customers and other
stakeholders,” he said.

Integration planning has been ongoing for the
past six months. This means that the former
DNV and GL customers will now benefit from
a broader service capability, while maintaining
the same contact points in DNV and GL, as the
integration moves forward. All certificates and
approvals from DNV and GL will remain valid.
In the coming months, DNV GL will accelerate
the integration processes to ensure consistent
and continuous service operations, avoiding
any business interruption for customers.

“We look forward to offering the best
capabilities of our respective organizations to
further advance the industries we serve and
make a global impact for a safe and sustainable
future — a safer, smarter and greener future for
our customers and society at large,” Madsen
concluded.




ICS’ chief praises London

London is, without doubt, “still the shipping
capital of the world,” said International Chamber
of Shipping chairman, Masamichi Morooka.

But he also suggested that London should not
rest on its laurels and that a truly world class
centre would wish to retain its position for the
very long term and have an ambitious strategy
for achieving this.

Speaking on behalf of the world’s shipowners
at the London International Shipping Week
conference in London, Morooka outlined what
he felt as an employee of a major non-UK
shipping company, was needed for a city to be a
first class maritime centre.

He said that London’s continuing success
suggested that a large concentration of beneficial
ship ownership was not in fact necessary to be
successful, as was also the case with its merchant
banks, or indeed the British car industry. But in
the long term this strategy would only work so
long as the foreign companies concerned were
committed to stay.

Highlighting the need for a critical mass of

shipping people, a trustworthy legal system, a
sound infrastructure, good communications and
genuinely international outlook, Morooka said
a pre-eminent worldwide maritime centre need
to be a ‘one stop shop’ providing immediate
access to the expertise and support services
required to conduct international operations on
a 24/7 basis.

London is the inventor of marine insurance,
is home to one of the largest and oldest
classification societies, houses the Baltic
Exchange, is the financial capital of the world
and has a commitment to open markets and free
trade principals, he pointed out.

“As a centre for maritime business services,
London still truly lacks a comparable rival,” he
said.

He concluded by pointing out the need for
any great maritime centre to enjoy strong
support from its national government and city
authorities and to have policy makers who treat |

the maritime sector “as being vital to the health

of the rest of the economy.”




Faces of the Sea

June 25th, 2013, marked the third International
Day of the Seafarer, an official United Nations
observance day. This year, IMO celebrated the
occasion with a social media campaign calling
on all supply chain partners, including those
beyond the maritime sector, to help highlight
the sheer diversity and scale of products used in
everyday life that travel by sea, and to recognize
the importance of the people that deliver them;
more than 1.5 million seafarers.

In his annual Day of the Seafarer message,
IMO Secretary-General Koji Sekimizu said,
“Seafarers operate on the ‘front line’ of the
shipping industry, and this year’s campaign
theme, Faces of the Sea, aims to highlight the
individuals that are often unseen, but who work
to deliver more than 90% of the world’s goods.
We will ask the seafarers themselves to show us
snapshots of their daily life at sea, to give them
a voice and share their story on a global stage,
via social media”.

Mr. Sekimizu noted that 2013 is a landmark year
for the seafaring community, as the Maritime
Labour Convention (MLC 2006) entered
into force in August. “This marks significant
progress in the recognition of seafarers’ roles
and the need to safeguard their well-being and
working conditions,” he said.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon also
highlighted the Day of the Seafarer, with a
special message urging everyone to remember
the contribution of seafarers to world trade and
development.

“On the Day of the Seafarer, | urge everyone to
spare a thought for those courageous seafarers,
men and women from all corners of the world,
who face danger and tough working conditions
to operate today’s complex, highly technical
ships, every hour of every day of the year — and
on whom we all depend,” he said.

Source: IMO News — Issue 3, 2013
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controls when transiting from one country to
another within the Schengen area. However,
every time a ship calls on a port, all the
paperwork has to be prepared and submitted.
Captain Rorbeck showed that, for a ship
travelling to six countries in the Schengen area,
a total of 80 documents must be prepared and
42 documents must be sent in advance.

Even for a ship calling on multiple ports
within the same country, there are examples
of countries where all the paperwork must be
prepared and submitted for each port.

A way forward

After listing all of his examples of the
administrative requirements that ships must
deal with when calling on ports around the
world, Captain Rorbeck also gave his inputs
on solutions that will reduce the amount of
paperwork for the masters.

First of all, a single entry reporting point for
each country/region should be established. This

could be done along the lines of the aviation
sector where a person can travel freely within
the borders once he has entered the country.
Secondly, the countries and ports should accept
electronic forms in order to make it easier for
the ships to reuse data from one port to the next.
Finally, the number of port documents should
be set to a minimum and the international
forms should be accepted instead of the ports
developing their own local forms.

In the opinion of Captain Rorbeck, such
solutions are necessary because they, on the one
hand, will reduce the costs of operating a ship.
On the other hand, reducing the administrative
requirements on the master will allow him
to spend time on the primary task — that is,
ensuring the safe navigation of his vessel in
order to protect her crew, her cargo and the
environment.

Source: IMO News - Issue 3, 2013




In the words of Captain Rorbeck: “Without the
ship’s stamp, the shipping world would stop...”.

Different ports, different requirements

In his presentation, Captain Rorbeck showed
how many copies of each document the 17
randomly selected ports require. 12 of the ports
require more copies than recommended in the
FAL Convention and 11 have developed their
own national forms. These local forms are
sometimes provided in the local language which
may cause problems to the master of the ship if
he does not speak it.

Among the more peculiar documentation
requirements presented by Captain Rorbeck
was a port asking for the quantity of wine in
tanks or barrels carried on board the ship, and
another asking for the number of detergents
containing alcohol.

My name is...

As an example of the different requirements

made by the ports, Captain Rorbeck talked
about the crew lists. In the ports he has called
upon, he has experienced several different
formats for listing the names of the crew. You
would think that the names were the same
everywhere in the world, but unfortunately not.
Some ports require that you write the name as
on an airline ticket: Rorbeck, Christian E. But
since the comma is not in the passport, some
ports require another format: Rorbeck Christian
E. Still others require the names in reverse order
with the given name first: Christian E. Rorbeck.
Finally, some require each name in a separate
column.

Also, some ports require that Mr. is written on
the crew list, whereas it absolutely cannot be
written on the crew list in other ports. All changes
to the crew lists must be made manually when
calling on a port, which is very time consuming.

Multiple port calls in the same region

Several of the European countries have joined
the Schengen agreement. There are no border



During the April session of the FAL Committee,
Denmark hosted a presentation where the
Danish Captain Christian Rorbeck shed light
on the administrative burdens faced by ships
on a daily basis around the world. The specific
examples of administrative burdens for a
container ship in service were an eye-opener
for delegates.

Captain Christian Rorbeck has 27 years of
experience travelling the oceans as an employee
of a major Danish company — the last nine years
as a master. He has sailed the equivalent of 66

times around the world and has made calls to
113 different ports in 38 different countries, so
he truly knows the administrative requirements
that ships meet worldwide.

In a humorous and thought-provoking way,
he told about his own hands-on experience
with the large administrative burdens he had
encountered. The focus of the presentation
was on the FAL forms and the countless local
variants of these in connection with port calls
in 17 randomly selected ports around the world.

Ship stamps make the world go around

According to the captain, the problem is not the
port and pre-arrival documents in themselves;
the problem lies in the amount of paperwork and
the fact that each port has its own requirements
regarding paperwork to be submitted both prior
to and on arrival. In his own estimate, he spends
80 per cent of his work time on paperwork.

Many ports have requirements for pre-arrival
information. The time limit for sending this
information is not the same globally, which
means that some ports want the information 24
hours in advance, others 48 hours in advance,
and others, 72 hours in advance. There are
also examples of ports that require some of
the information 48 hours in advance and other
information 24 hours in advance. It was noted
by Captain Rorbeck that some port authorities
do not report back whether or not they have
received the submitted information.

In addition, the shipping companies’ agents
handle the reporting in some ports, whereas the
master must communicate directly with the port
authorities in others. This goes for both port and
pre-arrival documents.

Upon arrival, each port also has its own
requirements regarding the paperwork that
must be submitted. Some of the information
may already have been submitted electronically,
but on port arrival the same documents must be
printed, signed and stamped.
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The administrative
burdens of a modern
shipmaster




Second, there isno doubt in my mind that a safety
culture that goes beyond mere compliance is
essential in the future. Ships will become more
complex and, as they do, we must move away
from safety being simply a series of box-ticking
exercises. That approach is not good enough
now, and the administrative burden must be
reduced.

Third — and this is perhaps the most far reaching
— you have considered whether the current
safety regulatory framework is appropriate
for responding to the future challenges and
innovation and new technology associated with
the ever-increasing sizes of ships and the need
for compliance with environmental regulations;
and, if we should change the safety system, how
should we do that?

You talked about the human element, the need for
self-regulation, and education and training. The
serious challenge maritime training institutes are
now facing is to keep up with new technology
and this must be addressed. Currently, the
shipping industry is facing serious financial

difficulties but they need to comply with
regulations for marine environment protection.
I am sure IMO’s Committees will take into
account the cost of immediate compliance and
ensure the smooth implementation of pending
IMO conventions.

But the subject of the symposium has been
something beyond overcoming the present
challenges. The subject was safety of ships in
the future; and discussion on the future must
cover all issues relating to ensuring competent
seafarers free of stress and fatigue; support for
seafarers must be continuously addressed at
IMO.

We have touched upon various important issues
and | believe that those issues raised during the
last two days will remain with us in the years to
come when we discuss at the MSC exploring
future safety regulations. The symposium was,
to my mind, a great success.

Source: IMO News — Issue 3, 2013
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Session 4
Responding to regulatory challenges through
risk assessment

This session discussed the availability and need
for data collection and analysis methodologies
to provide the sound scientific basis for
continuous improvement in the years to come.

Session 5
Dealing with the human element

This session sought to identify the best way
to encourage a safety culture beyond mere
compliance with statutory requirements based
on both theoretical and practical examples.

Session 6
The need for change

This session looked at whether the current
international safety regulatory framework will
effectively respond to the future challenges
discussed throughout the symposium and
identified the actions needed to meet those
challenges successfully.

Panel Discussion: SOLAS 74

This session discussed whether the time had
come for a new SOLAS Convention.

Following two days of intense discussions on
a wide range of issues impacting the future of
ship safety, the participants in the symposium
adopted a formal Statement, to be presented to
IMQO’s Maritime Safety Committee (MSC). The
statement recommends that the MSC should:

* consider how to improve data collection and
increase its availability in order to support
monitoring and development of safety
regulations;

* consider how to better integrate risk-based
methodologies and the latest analysis techniques
into the safety regulatory framework to provide
a sound scientific and practicable basis for the
development of future safety regulations;

* consider ways of encouraging a safety culture
beyond mere compliance with regulatory
requirements;

» take into account the burden any new or
changing regulation(s) place on the seafarers
and consider how this burden can be minimized;
and

* consider undertaking a  long-term
comprehensive review of the existing safety
regulatory framework with a view to ensuring
that it will meet the future challenges associated
with the application of new technologies, the
human element, the needs of the maritime
industry and the expectations of society, taking
into account the ever-increasing pace of change
and technological advancements made since the
1974 SOLAS and the International Load Lines
Conventions were adopted.

Speaking at the close of the symposium, IMO
Secretary-General Koji Sekimizu said that the
symposium had been fascinating, stimulating
and insightful and had considered wide-ranging
ISSues.

Closing remarks by the Secretary-General

We have reached the conclusion of what I am
sure you will agree has been a fascinating,
stimulating and insightful symposium on future
ship safety.

Yesterday we embarked on an ambitious
programme, covering a number of wide ranging
issues and, thanks to the wisdom and experience
of all the participants, | believe we have done all
that we set out to do and more.

I note with great satisfaction that you have
considered wide ranging issues relating to a
more goal-based, risk-based approach.

With regard to data collection: there is no doubt
that more and better data, and the use of the
latest methods to analyze them, are central to the
development of future regulations based on risk.



Session 2
Meeting the needs of society and the maritime
industry

This session looked at how shipping responds
to the needs of society, industry and global
trade and examined possible ways forward in
the future.

Session 3
Driving forces on maritime safety

This session looked at the economic,
environmental and consumer forces impacting
maritime safety and how such forces will drive
future ship design and operations



promotes operational excellence within clearly
accepted high level parameters.

The symposium discussed all these issues from
the standpoints of designers, builders, operators,
regulators, class and academia, providing the
forum for a look over the horizon at the shape
of things to come. It pictured the world of the
future, and conceptualized shipping in that
world.

In the context of environmental protection,
a combination of regulatory pressure and
society’s changing expectations are providing a
catalyst for innovation, imagination and blue-
sky thinking in ship design.

The regulations that make EEDI mandatory
are non-prescriptive: which means that, as
long as the required energy efficiency level is
attained, ship designers and builders are free to
use the most cost-efficient solution or solutions
for each particular ship. Ship designers and
engineers are already developing a set of design
innovations that they can draw on to meet these
new challenges. The symposium discussed how
such innovative thinking can — and should -
also be applied to ship safety.

On the first day, the symposium reviewed the
current factors influencing ship safety, and
questioned whether these factors were moving
ship safety in the desirable direction, from the
perspectives of the shipping industry, society
and others — in view of current challenges,
opportunities and driving forces. The second
day addressed approaches to ship design, risk
assessment and the human element with a focus
on how these elements may best be regulated in
the future.

The symposium included six international
panels of high-level speakers from across the
broad spectrum of ship design, construction,
equipment, operation and regulation, who
discussed a wide range of issues impacting the
future of ship safety.

Session 1
Future impacts on ship safety

This session examined recent trends in ship
design and their likely impact on ship safety in
the decades to come, and discussed how future
risks should be assessed.



The IMO Symposium on the Future of
Ship Safety, held on 10 and 11 June, at IMO
Headquarters in London marked something of a
departure from “business as usual” at IMO.

Attended by some 500 delegates, it provided an
opportunity for IMO and other sectors of the
maritime community to take a step aside from
day-to-day business and contemplate the future
of ship safety in a holistic and rounded way.

The aim of the symposium was to look ahead
to the decades to come, and to the ships of the
future. Such vessels will be required to meet
clear goals and functional requirements to fulfill
the safety and, increasingly, the environmental
expectations of society — which are growing
ever more demanding.

The ships of the future must provide a
sustainable response to the needs of society,
industry and global trade and be operated
within a framework that encourages a safety
culture beyond mere compliance with statutory
requirements. This will require all stakeholders
not only to accept their own responsibilities, but
to work seamlessly with others to ensure that
areas of shared or overlapping responsibility are
always fully and effectively addressed.

There is a trend towards a more scientific
approach, including risk-based methodologies,
in the design and operation of the safe ship of
today.

This trend is set to continue, but it requires
structured data collection and analysis
methodologies to give shipping a sound basis
from which to continuously improve. The
advances in technology unavoidably outpace
prescriptive regulation. Ships are being built
today to meet demands and challenges not
thought of until very recently, and the innovation
inherent in their design today will find its way
into the mainstream design of tomorrow. As
such there is a need to devise a regulatory
framework that will encourage designs for
safety through technological innovation and
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The IMO Council has endorsed a proposal by
IMO Secretary-General Koji Sekimizu to adopt
“IMO Conventions: Effective Implementation”
as the World Maritime Day theme for 2014.

Addressing the IMO Council, meeting for its
110th session in London, Mr. Sekimizu said that
IMO has, over the years, built up an enviable
track record for developing and adopting new
international conventions.

There have been 53 in all, addressing
safety, environmental issues, liability and
compensation, and other topics.

“Nevertheless,” he added, “adoption alone is
only the first step of the treaty making process;
to be effective, adoption must be followed by
entry into force and, subsequently, widespread
implementation.” He added that he was
particularly concerned at the slow pace of
ratification and implementation of several of the
environmental conventions adopted by IMO.

World Maritime Day is celebrated at IMO
Headquarters and around the world in the

last week of September. Since 2005, a formal
parallel event has been held, hosted by an IMO
Member State. In 2014, the World Maritime
Day Parallel Event will be held in Morocco and,
in 2015 in Japan.

Source: IMO News - Issue 3, 2013
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Fukushima nuclear incident. We listened to the
views of the younger generation in the shipping
industry and to those of suppliers of navigation
aids. We heard that previous experience within
the industry in facing the challenges involved in
meeting new regulations are encouraging.

My strong message to the symposium was that
safety should be placed firmly in the centre of
IMQO’sactivitiesand thatthe maritimecommunity
should start considering a new regime for the
future. 1 welcomed the positive contributions
made by the industry and classification societies
to support these concepts.

The 1974 SOLAS Convention is a good
framework The 1974 SOLAS Convention
is a good framework and we can update it as
necessary, as we have seen over the last four
decades. But, in the years to come, my aspiration
is to encourage the maritime community to use
more safety-assessment and risk-assessment
techniques in framing goal-based regulations.
We should also consider how we can make
progress in firmly establishing a safety culture.

| took the opportunity to share with the
symposium my belief that we need to start, as
soon as possible, a holistic review of the current
regime. We should not rush now, but we should
start working with all stakeholders,
taking into account the potential of
new technology and innovation,
which should be encouraged but, at
the same time, seriously assessed,
in order to ensure that safety will
not be compromised. We should
not underestimate the potential of
goal-based regulations, if properly
introduced and involvingall players.

For the future safety regime, risk-
based and goal-based approaches
should be the main avenues to
supplementprescriptiveregulations.
To realize that objective, it will be
essential to invent a new system to

--*

collect and analyze casualty and -

safety data, involving shipping companies,
classification societies, flag States, port States
and casualty investigation institutions. This will
take time to develop; and even more time will
be required to realize the benefits from such a
system after its implementation. But, we should
start preparing such a system now.

| hope that we can visualize a future safety
regime, moving forward to a more systematic
safety control by all players, including
Governments, Administrations, classification
societies, shipping companies, shipbuilders etc,
moving towards risk-based and goal orientated
approaches. This is the way to embrace new
technology and innovation, while maintaining
safety.

The availability of essential data is key, as is
the need for a new regulatory framework —
which might require a review of the SOLAS
Convention. 2014 is the 100th anniversary of
SOLAS, and 2024 will be the 50" anniversary
of the 1974 SOLAS Convention.

My vision is to introduce a system time to
change before we celebrate that anniversary in
2024.

Source: IMO News - Issue 3, 2013
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A message from IMO Secretary-General Mr. Koji Sekimizu

SOLAS - a time to re-assess,
a time to change

IMO is exploring new ways of partnership.
Recently, the first ever symposium on the
future of ship safety was conducted at IMO
headquarters.

The symposium was attended by hundreds of
technical experts and influential figures in the
maritime community. Representatives from the
shipping industry, shipbuilders, classification
societies, academia, Governments and IMO
took the opportunity to reinforce their already
strong partnerships, while contemplating future
regimes for ship safety.

We heard views from the cruise industry,
container ship operators, the tanker industry,
engine manufacturers and ship builders. We
heard some of the lessons learnt from the



of States have become parties to it.

A treaty usually has no legal effect in
an accepting State until it has been
incorporated by statute into the national
law of the State (although some States give
direct effect to treaties without national
legislation).

The more States that become parties to a
treaty, the greater the influence that treaty
will have on the development of customary
law.

The law of the sea has been made at
various UN Conferences on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS).

The chief international treaty-making
bodies making provisions which regulate

merchant shipping are:

e the International Maritime Organization
(IMO);

e the International Labour Organization
(ILO);

¢ the World Health Organization (WHO);
and

e the International Telecommunications
Union (ITU).

Source: The Shipmaster’s Business Companion
By Malcolm Maclachlan



International law

is the system of law regulating the relations
between sovereign States and their rights
and duties with respect to each other. It
derives mainly from customary law and
treaties.

Customary law

derives from practice followed continuously
in a particular location, or by particular
States, such that the practice becomes
accepted as part of the law in that location
or of those States.

is ascertained from the customary practice
of States together with evidence that States
regard these practices as a legal obligation.

is sometimes regarded as the foundation
stone of international law.

Treaties

Actreaty is a written international agreement
between two States (a bilateral treaty) or
between a number of States (a multilateral
treaty), which is binding in international
law.

Treaties are usually made under the auspices
of an internationally accepted organization
such as the United Nations or one of its
agencies, such as IMO or ILO.

Treaties are binding only on those States
which are parties to the treaty (sometimes
called “convention countries”), but they
may be binding even on non-party States if
their provisions are also a part of customary
law.

Treaties are generally first drafted (often
by a specialist committee), then considered
for adoption by a formally convened
conference attended by representatives of
States which are members of the sponsoring
organization.

Drafting and adoption may take several
years, although where quick responses are

required in urgent cases, governments may
be willing to accelerate this process.

Once the conference has formally adopted
a treaty it will be opened for signature by
States, often for 12 months, after which it
will remain open for accession.

A treaty will often contain provisions
wherein a State may become a party by
either:

e signature alone (without reservation as
to ratification, acceptance or approval); or

e signature subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval, followed by
ratification,  acceptance or approval;
or

e accession.

Where a State chooses the “signature
subject to ratification” option the signature
must be followed by deposit of an
instrument of ratification with the host
organization (called the “depositary”).
The words “acceptance” and “approval”
basically mean the same as ratification,
but pose fewer legal or constitutional
problems. Many States choose the “subject
to ratification” option since it gives them
the chance to enact national legislation to
give legal effect to the treaty’s provisions
before entering into treaty commitments.

Accession is the method used by a State
to become a party to a treaty which it did
not sign while it was open for signature.
Technically, the State must deposit an
instrument of accession with the depositary
before the treaty becomes binding on the
State.

It may take several years before an
adopted treaty enters into force (i.e.
becomes binding on those governments
which have formally accepted it by one
of the above methods). A treaty normally
enters into force in accordance with
criteria incorporated into the treaty itself,
e.g. 12 months after a stipulated number

No.18 / Autumn 2013
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International Maritime Law

Sources of International Maritime Law

Sources of international law include international law, customary law and treaties.
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