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Annex [: Oil

Adoption, entry into force and date of taking effect of Special Areas
Adopted

Date of entry into force In effect from

Mediterrancan Sea

Baltic Sea

Black Sea

Red Sea

"Gulfs" area

Gulf of Aden

Antarctic area

North West Europecan Waters
Oman area of the Arabian Sea

Southern South African waters

Antarctic area

Annex V: Garbage

Mediterrancan Sea

Baltic Sea

Black Sea

Red Sea

"Gulfs" area

North Sea

Antarctic area (south of latitude 60
degrees south)

Wider Caribbean region including
the Gulf of Mexico and the
Caribbean Sea

Annex II: Noxious Liquid Substances
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I Aug 2008
18 Feb 1991
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Annex VI: Prevention of air pollution by ships (SOx Emission Control Areas)
26 Sept 1997 19 May 2005
22 July 2005 22 Nov 2006
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Regional Analysis of Reports on Acts of Piracy and Armed Robbery against ships which were
reported to have been allegedly committed or attempted during 2010

reported

South | Indian | East | West South South South Arabian | Persian | Mediterranean
China Sea | Occan | Africa | Africa | America (A) | America (P) | America (C) | Sea Gulf Sea
| Location of incident \
In international waters (294) 50 50 | 168 10
In territorial waters (69) 43 4 2 19 |
In port area (126) 41 23 2 18 20 15 4 2 1
Status of ship when attacked
Steaming (292) 60 48 | 149 | 20 1 14
At anchor (133) 54 19 | 4 21 17 1 4 2 1
Not stated (64) 20 10 19 6 2 4 | 2
Number of persons involved in
the attack
|-4 persons (93) 35 13 10 14 7 9 | 2 2
5-10 persons (120) 46 19 29 14 5 4 I 2
More than 10 persons (44) 7 7 17 10 | | 1
Not stated (232) 46 38 116 9 7 2 3 11
Consequences to the crew
Actual violence against the crew 13 31 68 22 3 3 2 1
Threat of violence against the crew 42 15 32 6 5
Ship missing l l 10
Ship hijacked (57) 5 10 | 36 2 4
None/not stated 69 20 | 35 16 3 7 5 9
Weapons used by attackers
Guns (86) 6 8 47 16 1 2 6
Knives (101) 55 17 | 14 3 9 2
Other (38) 3 13 18 2 2
None/not stated (264) 70 39 106 15 16 4 3 10 1
Parts of ship raided
Master and crew accommodation 19 | 12 | 2
Cargo area 2 |
Store rooms 60 17 | 1 13 10 8 3 | 1
Engine room 5 |
Not boarded 25 37 124 5 3 1 2 10
Not stated 25 19 46 7 7 5 5
Other |
| Lives lost (unit: people) (2) 2
Wounded crew (unit: people) (27) 3 2 14 7 1
Missing crew (unit: people) (0)
Crew hostage (unit: people) (1027)
Assaulted (unit: people) (30) 27 22 0629 | 4 | 103 3
Ransom 26 4
Total number of incidents 134 7 1M 9 2 15 5 16 ) 1
reported per area
Total number of incidents 489

Spring 2011
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Regional Analysis of Reports on Acts of Piracy and Armed Robbery against ships which were
reported to have been allegedly attempted during 2010

South
China Sea

Indian
Ocean

East
Afnca

West
Africa

South
America (A)

South
America (P)

South
America (C)

Arabian
Sea

Persian
Gulf

Mediterranean
Sea

Location of incident

In interational waters

36

10

In territorial waters

In port area

(S IS

(O8]

Status of ship when attacked

Steaming

36

At anchor

Not stated

Number of persons involved in
the attack

1-4 persons

wn

10

5-10 persons

ro

27

ro | —

More than 10 persons

14

Not stated

-

ro Lo [ro |

N | —

Consequences to the crew

Actual violence against the crew

[
wn

6l

(%)

Threat of violence against the crew

31

Ship missing

— DN ¢

Ship hijacked

None/not stated

(OS]
(]

(3]

Weapons used by attackers

Guns

4

Knives

Other

16

None/not stated

64

Parts of ship raided

Master and crew accommodation

Cargo area

Store rooms

Engine room

Not boarded

37

124

[SS]

Not stated

Other

Lives lost (unit: people)

Wounded crew (unit: people)

Missing crew (unit: people)

Crew hostage (unit: people)

Assaulted (unit: people)

Ransom

Total number of incidents
reported per area

38

124

10

(353

10

Total number of incidents
reported

213
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Regional Analysis of Reports on Acts of Piracy and Armed Robbery against ships which were
reported to have been allegedly committed during 2010

South | Indian | East | West South South South Arabian | Persian | Mediterranean
Chmna Sea | Ocean | Africa | Africa | America (A) | America (P) | Amenca (C) | Sea Gulf Sea
Location of incident ' '
In international waters 33 14 46 6 6
In territorial waters 38 4 | 15
In port area 38 21 | 16 17 14 3 2 1
| Status of ship when attacked
| Steaming 0 12 | 36 13 | 4
Atanchor 50 18 | 19 14 10 2 2 |
Not stated 19 9 11 5 2 1 2
Number of persons involved in
the attack
I-4 persons 30 8 I 5 9 I 1 2 s
5-10 persons 42 7 2 12 5 3 g
More than 10 persons 6 6 3 7 | o
Not stated 31 18 43 7 7 2 2 5 =
Consequences to the crew ‘ S.
Actual violence against the crew 16 6 7 15 1 3 2 1 L
Threat of violence against the crew 36 9 1 6 6 4
Ship missing | 10
Ship hijacked 5 10 36 2 4
None/not stated 52 14 3 14 7 3 2
Weapons used by attackers
Guns 6 2 3 1l 2 |
Knives 55 17 | 14 3 8 l
Other 3 2 2 2 2
None/not stated 45 18 42 10 14 4 2 5 |
Parts of ship raided
Master and crew accommodation 19 1 12 | 2
Cargo area 2
Store rooms 60 17 ] 18 10 8 3 1| 1
Engine room 5 |
Not boarded
Not stated 25 19 46 7 7 5 5
Other
Lives lost (unit: people)
Wounded crew (unit: people) 3 | 4 6 |
| Missing crew (unit: people)
Crew hostage (unit: people) 21 222 1629 42 | 103 3
Assaulted (unit: people) 26 4
Ransom
Total number of incidents 109 39 8 37 17 14 3 6 ) 1
reported per area
Total number of incidents 5
276
reported
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1.Recommendations on communications
between captive crew members
2. Communications between the Company
and ship
3. Communications between the Company
and families of crew, including internet,
telephone contact and face to face
meetings
4. Communications with pirates.
6. Provisions of supplies prior to transit and
after release, including food, water,stores and
fuel.
7. Choosing a first port of refuge post-release,
factors are likely to include:
1. The availability of relevant local
resources
2. The provision of vital assets to the ship,
including:
1. Counselling and/or medical
assistance to the crew
2. Replacement clothing
3. Specialist Contractors/Advisors
4. Full or partial replacement of
crew
5. Victuals
6. Repatriation of crew members.
8. Provision of immediate medical assistance
post-release including counseling and the

potential requirement for ongoing support and
assistance.
9. Post-release media relations.

1 MSC.1/Circ.1337 on Best Management Practices to Deter
Piracy off the Coast of Somalia and in the Arabian
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e.g., viathe internet, telephone contact and

face-to-face meetings

4. How the crew should co-operate with

pirates during captivity — where possible

try to establish a single contact point

amongst the crew.
11. Advise the crew of the need to be observant
(without appearing to study the captors) during
captivity in the interests of recalling events
clearly during the crew debrief post-incident.
12. Ensure that the crew and the families
understand that it can take significant time to
readjust after a hostage incident and that this is
a normal reaction to an abnormal experience.

Crew Awareness of Company Actions

1- Ensure that the crew are aware of company
crisis management procedures that will be
undertaken during captivity and after release, in
particular:
1. Assurances that the Company will do
everything practical to expedite release
2. Assurances of the Company’s
commitment to its continued obligations
towards the crew in respect of safety, pay,
employment, replacement of personal
effects, etc.
3. Assurances that the Company will
notify the Next of Kin in the event of an
incident and establish a point of contact
within the Company to provide families
with ongoing information and coordinate
support for families from internal and

external sources as required
4. Awareness that negotiation can be a
lengthy process and that the company will
be working hard for the crew’s release
5. Company policy on media relations
during a hijack.
2-  Awareness of Company considerations/
actions following release:
1. The provision of supplies to the ship and
crew as required post incident, including:
1. Food and Water
2. Fuel
3. Replacement clothing
2. The provision of medical assistance
including counselling, in the period
commencing after release.
The Company policy on how to handle
events at the first port of call including
repatriation of the crew
3. The Company policy on post-incident
press relations
4. The Company policy on post-incident
debriefs and review of Crisis Management
Procedures.

2. Company Crisis Management
When preparing Crisis Management Procedures

to respond to a hijack of a ship and crew the CSO
should as a minimum prepare and exercise plans to
address the following:
1. The Company Board’s designation of a head
of crisis management answerable to the Board
for the duration of the crisis and to lead the
response effort.
2. Establishment of a single point of contact
within the Company for contact with the
pirates.
3. The composition of the management team
and the roles and responsibilities of the persons
involved, including:
1. Negotiator
2. Crew welfare (including contact with
families and external sources of support,
e.g., welfare organizations)
3. Logistics and operations
4. Medical advice
5. Media relations.
4. The ongoing obligations to the crew in
respect of such items as wages, employment,
replacement of personal effects.
5. Communications policy during the crisis:



Accurate Crew Records

1. Ensure that the personal details of crew
members are up to date including:
1. Contact details for next of kin (telephone
number and e-mail address)
2. Any medical conditions of crew
members and medication required
3. Clothing sizes for each crew member
(to enable replacement clothing to be
provided).

Company Commitment

1. Ensure, when possible, that crew are made
fully aware in advance of the voyage oute of
the ship including projected dates and times of
transiting the High Risk Area.

2. Ensure crews are reassured of their rights
and what constitutes reasonable grounds with
respect to disembarking prior to entering the
High Risk Area.

3. Ensure crews are aware of the company’s
commitment to their health and safety.

.hﬁ

Crew Awareness of the Hijack Environment

1. Ensure that the crew are aware of the "shock
of capture” and that the greatest anxiety is
usually experienced in the hours after the initial
hijack incident. Feeling depressed, helpless and
humiliated are emotions that many hostages
experience during captivity. The crew should
be encouraged to try to focus on surviving the
ordeal.
2.Ensurethatthe crewunderstandtheimportance
of being cooperative with the demands without
appearing either servile or antagonistic.
3. Ensure thatthe crew appreciate the importance
of mutual support, teamwork and maintaining
a shipboard routine both during and in the
aftermath of a hijack incident.
4. Ensure that the crew understand the
importance of trying to maintain the standard
of living conditions on board for the crew.
5. Advise that the pirates may demand that the
crew pose for photographs and muster on the
upper deck. This should not be resisted as this
may be to prove the wellbeing of the crew to the
owners during the negotiations for release.
6. Ensure crew awareness that the pirates are
likely to show them disrespect during captivity
and may seek to disorientate them by possible
separation into small groups or being held in
confined areas, e.g., bridge/engine-room.
7. Ensure crew awareness of personal actions
to reduce opportunities for coercion and
intimidation by pirates in the event of capture,
forexample minimizing pirates’ accessto crew’s
family contact details (e.g., mobile phone SIM
cards, e-mail addresses, etc.), not being isolated
from other crew members, trying to establish
a single point of contact amongst the crew for
communications with the pirates.
8. Advise the crew to treat all information given
to them by the pirates with caution.
9. Ensure the crew awareness of the use by
Somali pirates of the drug khat and its effects.
10. Ensure crew awareness of communications
procedures to be followed during captivity by
company and crew in particular:

1. On board the ship amongst crew

members

2. Between the ship and company

3. Between the company and crew families,
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world because the pirates have the clear objective
to capture and hold the ship and crew in order to
extract a ransom. Somali pirates appear to recognize
that harm or injury to the crew or its cargo may
have adverse effects on negotiations and ransom
amounts.

The focus of the CSO’s preparations should be
directed toward preventing an attack or hijacking of
the ship and/or crew. Useful advice is contained in
Best Management Practices to Deter Piracy off
the Coast of Somalia and in the Arabian Sea Area
(BMP3)!, which defines a geographic “High Risk
Area” for piracy attacks off the Coast of Somalia
and in the Arabian Sea area. The following guidance
is intended to assist CSOs in developing procedures
to prepare crews for the contingency of their vessel
being hijacked when transiting the High Risk Area.
The guidance set out below also addresses the actions
of the Company in fulfilling its responsibilities to
the crew, and highlights the need to prepare crisis
management plans specifically designed to handle
hijacking and its effects on the crew.

The following documents provide useful further
information:
e EUNAVFOR - “Surviving Piracy off the Coast
of Somalia”
e UN Guidance on Surviving as a Hostage
¢ IMO Maritime Safety Committee circular
MSC.1/Circ.1334 on Guidance to shipowners
and ship operators, shipmasters and crews on
preventing and suppressing acts of piracy and
armed robbery against ships

This guidance is supported by the following
international industry representatives:
1. International Chamber of Shipping (ICS)
2. International Shipping Federation (ISF)
3. International Transport Workers> Federation
(ITF)
4. BIMCO
5. Oil Companies International Marine Forum
(OCIMF)
6. International Association of Independent
Tanker Owners (INTERTANKO)
7. International Association of Dry Cargo Ship
Owners (INTERCARGO)
8. International Parcel Tankers Association
(IPTA)

1. Preparation of Crew
When preparing crews of ships that are to travel

through the High Risk Area, it is ecommended that
the CSO gives careful consideration to the following.
These onsiderations are in addition to preparations
which primarily focus on resisting a pirate attack, as
contained in BMP3.

Training Requirements
1. Consider any contractual, national/flag/
training or preparation requirements for the
crew.

Seafarers and Others on board the Vessel
1. Consider the rights of seafarers and what
constitutes reasonable grounds with respect to
requests for disembarkation and repatriation
prior to entering the High Risk Area; this might
have to be done on a case by case basis.
2. Review the presence of seafarers and others,
e.g., partners, children, on board and their safety
during the transit of the High Risk Area.




1- Following adoption of United Nations Security
Council resolution 1851 (2008), the Contact Group
on Piracy off the coast of Somalia (CGPCS) was
established and held its inaugural meeting on 14
January 2009to facilitate discussion and coordination
of actionsamong States and organizations to suppress
piracy off the coast of Somalia. The participants
in the CGPCS, inter alia, agreed to establish four
working groups, one of which (Working Group 3)
was to address the strengthening of shipping self-
awareness and other capabilities.
2- Industry organizations within Working Group 3
developed Guidance for company security officers
(CSO) — Preparation of a Company and crew for
the contingency of hijack by pirates in the Western
Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden (the Guidance),
attached in annex 1.
3- The Maritime Safety Committee, at its eighty-
eighth session (24 November to 3 December 2010),
agreed to disseminate the Guidance to all interested
parties.
4- The Guidance does not contradict the
Organization’s universal guidance on countering
piracy and armed robbery against ships contained
in:
1. MSC.1/Circ.1333 on Recommendations to
Governments for preventing and suppressing
piracy and armed robbery against ships;
2. MSC.1/Circ.1334 on Guidance to shipowners
and ship operators, shipmasters and crews on
preventing and suppressing acts of piracy and
armed robbery against ships;
3. resolution A.1025(26) on Code of practice
for the investigation of crimes of piracy and
armed robbery against ships; and
4. resolution A.1026(26) on Piracy and armed
robbery against ships in waters off the coast of
Somalia,
or subsequent amendments thereto.
5- Member Governments are invited to consider the
Guidance as set out in annex 1, and advise owners,
operators and managers of ships entitled to fly
their flag to act accordingly taking into account the
guidance provided in MSC.1/Circ.1333 and 1334,
and in MSC.1/Circ.1337 on Best Management
Practices to Deter Piracy off the Coast of Somalia
and in the Arabian Sea Area.

6- Intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations with consultative status are also
invited to consider the Guidance as set out in annex
1 and to advise their membership to act accordingly,
taking into account the guidance provided in MSC.1/
Circ.1333, 1334 and 1337.

7- Member Governments and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations with consultative
status are invited to consider bringing the results of
the experience gained from using the Guidance, as set
out in annex 1, to the attention of the Committee.

ANNEX

GUIDANCE FOR COMPANY SECURITY
OFFICERS (CSO) - PREPARATION OF A
COMPANY AND CREW FOR THE
CONTINGENCY OF HIJACK BY PIRATES IN
THE WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN AND THE
GULF OF ADEN

Introduction

The purpose of this guidance is to assist the CSO in
making preparations for vessels scheduled to transit
through the Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of
Aden, an area experiencing a significant level of
attacks from Somali-based pirates. The guidance is
divided into 2 parts:Part 1 sets out issues to consider
when preparing the crew of a vessel, and Part 2 sets
out issues to consider when preparing the Company.
Piracy in the Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf
of Aden differs from piracy in other areas of the
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the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), the United Nations Office of
Legal Affairs, Division of Ocean Affairs and
the Law of the Sea (UN DOALOS/OLA), the
United Nations Department of Political Affairs,
Political Office for Somalia (UNPOS/DPA), the
World Food Programme (WFP), African Union
(AU), the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast
of Somalia (CG PCS), European Union (EU),
Regional Cooperation Agreement on combating
Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in
Asia — Information Sharing Centre (ReCAAP-
ISC), the Combined Maritime Force (CMF), the
European Union Naval Force (EUNAVFOR),
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
and Member States of the Organization;

in close co-operation with UNPOS/DPA,
UNODC, Interpol and others, IMO will continue
to support the “Kampala Process” in order
to provide assistance to the Transitional
Federal Government of Somalia and the
regional authorities to develop the country’s
maritime sector and to meet international
obligations, including possible development
of a Coastal Monitoring Force;

pursuant to the development of an Integrated
Coast Guard Function Network for West and
Central African States, IMO, working in close
co-operation with the Maritime Organization
of West and Central Africa, UNODC, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), the United Nations
Security Council Counter Terrorism Committee
Executive Directorate (UN CTED), the AU, the
EU, Interpol, the Africa Partnership Station, the
North Atlantic Coast Guards Forum, the Chiefs
of European Navies, IMO Member States and
the industry will implement a programme of
multiagency, regional meetings to develop west
and central African States’ capacities to perform
coast guard functions, including maritime law
enforcement and suppression of piracy and
armed robbery against ships, particularly in the
Gulf of Guines;

4. through the implementation of the Djibouti Code

of Conduct and in co-operation with the Djibouti
Code signatory States, IMO will pursue the
establishment of a regional information sharing
network through a network of National Focal

Points (NFPs) in every Djibouti Code signatory
State, reporting to each other via the agreed
Information-Sharing Centres Sana’a, Mombasa
and Dar Es Salaam to be commissioned during
2011;

. in co-operation with the EU and the Government

of Djibouti, IMO will pursue the development of
the Djibouti Regional Training Centre (DRTC);

.in close co-operation with UNODC, UN

DOALOS /OLA and CGPCS Working Group 2,
IMO will assist in the review of existing national
legislation in the Djibouti Code of Conduct
signatory States and other IMO Member States
to ensure the development of robust legal
frameworks for suppressing piracy;

. through the Assembly of IMO, the Maritime

Safety, Legal and Facilitation Committees and
the various technical Sub-Committees of the
Organization, IMO will continue to promote
the efforts of Member States, the Industry
Group and the CGPCS to develop and enhance
guidance on the prevention and suppression of
acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships;
best practices on training; post-piracy care of
seafarers; investigation of offences; and other
related issues;

. IMO will continue improving the standard and

availability of information on piracy incidents
via the Organization’s Global Integrated
Shipping Information System (http://gisis.imo.
org) and provide comprehensive piracy-related
information on the IMO website, including
information on previous and present IMO efforts
to counter piracy;

. IMOwill continuetohelpbuild capacity, including

through the delivery of conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses, to assist States
and seafarers to participate energetically and
effectively in the counter piracy effort; and

10. IMO will seek to enhance public awareness of

the piracy issue through outreach programmes,

media, social networks and the development of .

promotional materials. yd
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The main aims of the Action Plan are to:

increase pressure at the political level to secure
the release of all hostages being held by pirates;
review and improve the IMO guidelines to
Administrations and seafarers and promote
compliance with industry best management
practices and the recommended preventive,
evasive and defensive measures ships should
follow;

promote greater levels of support from, and
coordination with, navies;

promote anti-piracy coordination and co-
operation procedures between and among States,
regions, organizations and industry;

assist States to build capacity in piracy-infested
regions of the world, and elsewhere, to deter,
interdict and bring to justice those who commit
acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships;
and

provide care for those attacked or hijacked by
pirates and for their families.

In carrying out the Action Plan, IMO and the
international maritime community will seek to:

engage at the political level (including at the UN
Security Council) to bring about a solution to the
Somali problem and facilitate and expedite the
release of hostages. Calling the world’s attention
to the unacceptable plight of the innocent victims
of pirates — seafarers, in the main — and, by so
doing, create a worldwide momentum that would
eventually lead to their release;

strengthen the protection of persons and ships
sailing through piracy-infested areas by regularly
reviewing and promulgating the IMO guidelines
to Administrations and seafarers and making
industry-developed best management practice
guidance widely available; enabling ships’
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masters and officers to access any available naval
protection; encouraging compliance with the
recommended preventive, evasive and defensive
measures; and promoting even greater levels of
support from navies;

promote co-operation between and among
States, regions and organizations to reduce the
risk of attacks on ships through information-
sharing; coordination of military and civil
efforts; and development and implementation of
regional initiatives, such as the Djibouti Code of
Conduct;

help build up the capacity of States, in piracy-
infested regions of the world and elsewhere,
to deter, interdict and bring to justice those
who commit acts of piracy and armed robbery
against ships, thereby enhancing maritime law
enforcement and the safety and security of life
at sea. And, while so doing, help tackle the
root causes of piracy through the provision of
assistance to States for the development of their
maritime capacities and the protection of their
maritime resources. And, in the case of Somalia,
to contribute, in any way possible (including
through the potential development of a coastal
monitoring force) to the stability of the country,
which in due course, will also have a beneficial
impact on safety, security and stability; and
work with all involved in the provision of social
care and humanitarian support to ensure that
they can deliver their services expeditiously to
those attacked or hijacked by pirates and to their
families.

In order to achieve the objectives of the Action
Plan, during 2011

IMO will continue to promote the suppression of
piracy and armed robbery against ships in close
co-operation with United Nations Headquarters,



escorts in protecting food aid for Somalia, she also
highlighted new challenges created by the worsening
situation. “The presence of Somali pirates in an
ever expanding area is of great concern because
they threaten not just food bound for directly for
Somalia, but our food transiting through the ports
of Mombasa (Kenya), Dar es Salam (Tanzania)
and Beira (Mozambique) for vital operations in
Zimbabwe, the Democratic Republic of Congo and
other places with great humanitarian needs.”
Speakers at the launch of IMO’s action plan also
spoke of the economic cost of piracy. Mr. Ban said,
“ransom payments adding up to hundreds of millions
of dollars have created a ‘pirate economy’ in some
areas of Somalia that make them more resistant to
efforts to develop alternative livelihoods. Economies
throughout East Africa and beyond are experiencing
the fallout.”

Representing the shipping industry, Mr. Robert
Lorenz-Meyer, President of the Baltic and
International Maritime Council (BIMCO) said, “The
attacks are not only attacks on ships, but also attacks
on the global supply chain in one of the world’s most
vital sea lanes. They threaten a supply line of vital
interests to the international community.”

Mr. David Cockroft, General-Secretary of the
International  Transport Workers’  Federation,
representing seafarers, said many crew members
were at breaking point because of the stress of
passing through the area frequented by pirates. “If
the risks cannot be eliminated, then seafarers will
demand not to sail into the area at all and responsible
ship owners will support them,” he said.
Secretary-General Mitropoulos said IMO’s action
plan aimed to make some genuine inroads into what,
to date, has been an escalating problem.

“In the past 12 months alone”, he said, “there have
been 286 piracy-related incidents off the coast of
Somalia. They have resulted in 67 hijacked ships,
with 1130 seafarers on board — whilst, at present,
714 seafarers are being held for ransom on board
30 ships scattered at various points of the country’s
extensive coastline.”

IMO’s action plan for 2011 has six prime
objectives:

e increase pressure at the political level to secure
the release of all hostages being held by pirates;
*review and improve the IMO guidelines to
Administrations and seafarers and promote
compliance with industry best management practice
and the recommended preventive, evasive and

defensive measures ships should follow;

e promote greater levels of support from, and
coordination with, navies;

* promote anti-piracy coordination and co-operation
procedures between and among States, regions,
organizations and industry;

* assist states to build capacity in piracy-infested
regions of the world, and elsewhere, to deter,
interdict and bring to justice those who commit acts
of piracy and armed robbery against ships; and
 provide care for those attacked or hijacked by
pirates and for their families.

Among other things, during 2011, IMO will focus on
promoting further co-operation between and among
States, regions and organizations in reducing the risk
of attacks on ships through a variety of mechanisms
including information-sharing; coordination of
military and civil efforts; and development and
implementation of regional initiatives, such as the
IMO-led Djibouti Code of Conduct.

IMO’s action plan will build on efforts to tackle the
problem that have been underway for some time.
Through the Djibouti Code of Conduct, for example,
information-sharing centres are being established in
Yemen, Kenya and the United Republic of Tanzania,
as well as a regional training centre in Djibouti. In
partnership with the UNODC, IMO is helping to
develop the legal framework necessary to prosecute
pirates.

Mr Ban took the opportunity to emphasize where
the real source of the piracy problem lies. “Although
piracy manifests itself at sea,” he said “the roots of
the problem are to be found ashore. This is a complex
issue. Butin essence, piracy is a criminal offence that
is driven by economic hardship, and that flourishes
in the absence of effective law enforcement.”

“The only truly successful way to address the
problem in the long term,” said Mr Ban, “is through
a strategy that focuses on deterrence, security, the
rule of law and development. Our common goal
must be a sustainable solution.”

In conclusion, Mr. Mitropoulos said: “This year, we
are resolved to redouble our efforts and, in so doing,
generate a broader, global response to modern-day
piracy. More needs to be done if the ultimate goal
of consigning piracy to the realms of history is to be
achieved. We hope that our choice of theme for 2011
will provide an appropriate rallying point around
which all those who can make a difference can focus
their efforts.”

Source: IMO website
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UNSG echoes call for urgent and coordinated response as
IMO launches anti piracy action plan

The escalating problem of piracy off the coast of
Somalia is “completely unacceptable” and requires
an urgent and coordinated response, United Nations
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said ‘at the launch
(on 3 February 2011) of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO)’s action plan to promote the
2011 IMO World Maritime Day theme: “Piracy:
orchestrating the response”

Speaking at IMO’s London Headquarters, Mr
Ban welcomed the decision of IMO to pay special
attention to piracy during the year ahead. “This is a
timely and important initiative,” he said.

IMO has been combating maritime piracy for some
time and a series of measures, developed with the
co-operation of the littoral States and the support of
the industry, helped significantly reduce piracy in
the hot spots of the late 1990s and the early 2000s:
the South China Sea and the Straits of Malacca and
Singapore.

However, the problem has lately manifested itself
in other parts of the world, most notably — but not
exclusively — off the coast of Somalia, in the Gulf of
Aden and the wider Indian Ocean.

IMO Secretary-General Efthimios E. Mitropoulos
said “piracy and kidnapping have blighted the
maritime community for too long and it is seafarers

who bear the brunt.” He added, “we believe that
we can use the experience gained and the successes
achieved in reducing piracy elsewhere to good effect
in the current arena as well, but to do so requires a
well orchestrated response.”

Mr. Mitropoulos and Mr. Ban were joined at the
launch by Ms Josette Sheeran, Executive Director
of the World Food Programme (WFP); Mr. Yury
Fedotov, Executive Director of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC); Mr. Robert
Lorenz-Meyer, President of BIMCO, representing
the shipping industry; and Mr. David Cockroft,
General Secretary of the International Transport
Workers’ Federation (ITF), representing seafarers.
All echoed their support for this latest IMO initiative.
Mr Fedotov said, “It is clear that the only viable
long-term solution to the Somali piracy problem
is to restore law and order in Somalia, including
in its waters. It is also clear that this solution is
some years off and will require concerted and
coordinated international effort. UNODC’s counter-
piracy programme focuses on supporting regional
prosecutions and on rebuilding Somalia’s criminal
justice capacity.”

Ms Sheeran focussed on the humanitarian aspect of
the problem. Acknowledging the success of naval
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