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Offshore Units and Structures

* Generic Rules for Conditions of
Classification — Offshore Units and
Structures
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* Rules for Building and Classing Mobile
Offshore Drilling Units (MODU Rules)
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* Rules for Building and Classing Offshore
Installations (Offshore Installations Rules)
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* Rules for Building and Classing Floating
Production Installations (FPI Rules)
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* Rules for Building and Classing Single

Point Moorings (SPM Rules)
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RUSSIAN ENGINEERS WORK TO CREATE A
MULTI-PURPOSE WIG GRAFT

team of Russian developers has been working on the
creation of a multipurpose sea-going ekranoplan,
which could contribute significantly to the speed of
seaborne traffic. The project announced as unique will be
presented by MariNet, the National Technological Initiative
(NTI) working group, on the sidelines of the International
Exhibition NEVA-2017 in St Petersburg, September 19-21.
Specialists of RDC Aqualines will provide a concept,
basic and production design, engineering, construction
and commissioning of the multipurpose sea-going wing-
in-effect (WIG) vessel, the EP-15 series ekranoplan with
the following general characteristics:
Length: 16.5 m; Displacement: 5.5 tonnes; Capacity: 15
people.
The EP-15 will be designed for high-speed cargo and

passenger transport, search and rescue duties at operational
speed of up to 200 km / h, on 50 - 300-km-long sea routes
for safe operations in wind force 7 to 10 knots conditions.
Source: www.marineinsight.com

STANDARDISATION VITAL FOR SHIPPING'S DIGITAL

TRANSFORMATION

lass society DNV GL has released a position paper setting
out the importance of standardisation to enable the
growth of digital applications in the maritime industry.

Drawing from the experiences gained from digital pilot
projects focused on ship sensor data, the paper examines how
standardisation can enable the effective collection, storage,
exchange, analysis and use of data, while contributing to
improved data quality and sensor reliability.

Whether for operational optimisation, model calibration for
digital twins, design optimisation or other applications, the
maritime industry is exploring the opportunities offered by
digital technologies.

The first demonstration and pilot projects are already well
underway and the industry is now asking what is needed to
transform these into fully scalable products. The answer could
be a greater emphasis on standardisation.

“Standards are used in many industries to advance efficiency,
safety and environmental performance,’ said Pierre Sames,
Group Technology and Research Director, DNV GL. “With the
rise of the Internet of Things in shipping, we believe that many
stakeholders can benefit from developing a standardisation
strategy to take advantage of a more digital maritime industry."

DNV GL's new position paper focuses on the collection of
ship sensor data, as increased sensor availability allows both
the collection of existing and new types of data more efficiently,
with the result that more data is available than ever before.
However, as more data is being collected, exchanged and
prepared for use, the origin, quality level, context, and legal
status can become less transparent — the result being that end

users are less likely to trust and therefore use the data.

"At DNV GL, we have been involved in many digitalisation
pilot and demonstration projects,’ said Steinar Lag, Senior
Researcher in Maritime Transport at DNV GL. "By looking at the
results of these projects we identified several technical barriers
that are hampering the data flow and usage. Too much time
is spent matching and structuring different systems, while
data collection products from different vendors often have
incompatible outputs — making it difficult to combine the data
of multiple systems. This makes the processes less efficient and
more difficult for shipowners to obtain a complete picture of a
vessel or their fleet.”

The report discusses the need for standardisation in six
key areas: Ship data models, sensor naming and referencing,
maritime taxonomies and code books, sensor metadata,
shipboard data recorder, as well as sensor quality and reliability.
As future technologies develop, there may be a need for new
standards to support other applications, such as model-based
simulations and autonomous ships.

At DNV GL we will continue to work with industry
stakeholders on new standards at the same time as we develop
new rules, class notations, recommended practices and type
approval programmes,” explained Sames. “Standards are a key
factor in removing barriers and enabling the growth of digital
applications in the maritime industry and we hope this study
will inspire others to invest in the development and adoption
of standardisation.”

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter - 24 Nov 2017
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IACS TO ADDRESS NEW TECHNOLOGIES

- eae
INTERNATIOMAL ASSOCTAFION OF CLASSTM ATION SOCHTIES

ew IACS Chairman, Knut @rbeck-Nilssen, DNV GL -

Maritime CEO, has announced a series of initiatives
designed to ensure that IACS provides the support its
stakeholders need in a rapidly changing industry.

"As the digital transformation of the industry accelerates,
IACS must continue to remain a synonym for quality. We
must uphold the high standards we have set, but make
sure that we are providing the support the industry needs
to respond to the challenges of today and of the future,”
@rbeck-Nilssen said.

One of the most important functions in the coming
year will be to implement the IACS Council's decision
to improve the quality and transparency of internal
benchmarking, performance and membership criteria of
the 12 class societies and any potential new members.

Orbeck-Nilssen explained that he was implementing
these long-term initiatives as part of IACS' wider
commitment to extending the length of its strategic plan
from one year to five, thus aligning it with the IMO to help
ensure a more consistent vision and bringing a greater
sense of continuity to the association.

"Our industry is becoming more complex,” he said.
“Digitalisation is changing not only the way the shipping
business is being conducted, but also the systems
themselves and the way they interact together. Because
of this, class needs to be adaptable and flexible in our
delivery and thinking. IACS members should be enabled
to provide the services that our stakeholders require in the
digital age, as these are essential for competitive and safe

18

=i = [
MIOMAL LISOCATION OF KLASSITRCATION SOCUTIE

operations.”

As part of his year as Chairman, @rbeck-Nilssen will also
be initiating a review of IACS Resolutions to identify and
remove elements deemed to hinder the development of
new technologies, including ship autonomy. In addition,
IACS will start work on developing procedures relating
to the use of electronic certificates, while continuing to
support the IMO's work in promoting their introduction
throughout the industry.

Other focus areas will include modernising survey
methods and enabling the use of new technologies. For
example, @rbeck-Nilssen is overseeing the evaluation and
further development of the results of the newly established
working group reviewing the implications of new survey
technologies and techniques, including CBM (Condition
Based Monitoring) and RMD (Remote Monitoring and
Diagnosis), with a view to developing IACS guidelines and
recommendations that enable the data from these new
techniques to be used more widely in the survey process.

“To help the shipping industry continue to play its vital
role in world trade, we need to work on initiatives that
enhance the ability of IACS members to offer innovative,
relevant and efficient services,” he said. "By doing so
we can leverage the unique technical capabilities of our
members and work with regulators and stakeholders, to
ensure that shipping continues to advance in terms of
safety, efficiency, and environmental responsibility.”

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter — 08 Sep 2017
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DNVIGLIROLLSIOUTEELEGTRONIC
CERTIEICRATESIACROSSIELEEN

|n what is claimed to be a first for the ship classification
industry, DNV GL has commenced the roll out of IMO
compliant electronic class and statutory certificates across its
entire fleet.

The widespread use of electronic certificates will result
in significant efficiency gains for shipowners, charterers,
regulators and crew, cutting down administrative burdens,
processing time and document handling costs, the class
society said.

For the past few years, DNV GL has been working on pilot
projects with several owners and flag administrations, to test
and gain acceptance for the use of electronic certificates. This
has resulted in almost 50 flag state administrations already
having granted DNV GL the authority to issue electronic
statutory certificates on their behalf, with more acceptances
expected in the near future.

“The electronic certificate regime offered by DNV GL has
provided us with a unique advantage in the contemporary
market, where leverage from digitalised high-end efficient
work processes plays an integral role," said Morten Nygaard,
fleet manager, Teekay Offshore, owners of one of the vessels
used in the pilot projects.

Teekay Offshore is looking to move its fleet to electronic
class and statutory certificates as soon as possible: “It is our
intention to benefit from the new regime within the shortest
possible time frames,” he confirmed.

Certificates are published on DNV GL's customer portal
immediately after an on board survey is completed, so that
all relevant parties can access the latest certificates from
anywhere in the world. The electronic certificates are secured
with a digital signature and a unique tracking number (UTN),
which can be checked online, assuring their validity and
authenticity.

"Over the last several years we have been leveraging

digitalisation to improve the experience of our classification
customers,” explained Knut @rbeck-Nilssen, CEO of DNV
GL — Maritime. “The roll out of electronic certificates is a
significant step forward in our pathway towards modernising
classification. Electronic certificates will smooth our customer's
interactions with class, allow stakeholders across the industry
to capture value from digitalisation and give us a platform for
future improvements.”

Customers can choose to share access to their certificates with
stakeholders (charterers, ports, flag administrations, insurers,
etc) by using temporary access codes. With the temporary
code, the stakeholder can directly access the customer’s secure
certificate folder, bringing the administrative burden on the
shipowner down to the absolute minimum, DNV GL said.

Electronic certificates will be rapidly rolled out across
the class society's fleet, with newbuilding vessels receiving
certificates upon delivery and existing vessels at their next
scheduled survey or audit.

At the same time as electronic certificates will be deployed
through DNV GL's production system, customers will also be
able to take advantage of the new Smart Survey Booking tool
(SSB). SSB uses smart algorithms and machine learning to help
customers find the best time and place to book a survey.

The algorithms identify when the maximum number of
survey items can be combined, by assessing the initiation and
expiration dates for class surveys, audits and conditions. An
estimation of the required time the ship needs to be available
for the survey/audit, with the associated travel and costs is also
generated. SSB will also recommend a port of call based on all
of these factors.

Finally, after a customer makes the booking, SSB provides a
set of survey preparation documents for the crew of the vessel,
enabling them to prepare more effectively.

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter — 20 Oct 2017
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DENMARK TO ABOLISH SHIP REGISTRATION FEES

T e Danish government has proposed to abolish the
registration fee on merchant ships.

Danish Shipping pointed out in a statement that a serious
obstacle to the growth of vessels flying the Danish flag will
therefore be removed.

The government's new measures for business and industry
to prolong the growth of the Danish economy also contained
maritime proposals, for example, to the abolition of the
special fee on secondhand ships, which are registered in the
Danish International Ship Register (DIS).

Thiswillremove a cost, which today makes it less attractive for
shipping companies to register newly purchased secondhand
ships under Danish flag, Danish Shipping claimed.

Anne Steffensen, Danish Shipping CEO, welcomed the
government's removal of the costly fee. "We know from
talks with Danish and foreign shipping companies that this
registration fee is an obstacle when they wish to register
under Danish flag. Therefore, | am pleased that the fee will
be removed, as this will make Denmark a more attractive
market. It is a good day for the Danish maritime cluster and it

sends a strong signal that Denmark will be a global maritime
power house," she said.

When registering a ship in Denmark, a one-off fee of one
per 1,000 of the value of a ship is charged, as well as a fee for
registering a mortgage, which also represents one per 1,000
of the value of the deposit. This applies when a secondhand
ship is registered in DIS, whereas in many other countries, a
far lower charge is paid.

In his presentation, Brian Mikkelsen, Danish Minister for
Industry, Business and Financial Affairs, emphasised that the
proposal is an investment in the future. "The Danish maritime
cluster is growing, so it is also an investment in the future, as
we can help attract activities to the country," said Mikkelsen.

"Today, it can be three to four times more expensive
to register a ship in Denmark than in, eg Singapore. The
better the conditions offered by Denmark, the higher the
probability that more ships will fly the Danish flag. | see it
as an important matter for the entire shipping industry," Jan
Rindbo, NORDEN CEO said.

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter - 08 Sep 2017

DNV GL BRINGS CFD SIMULATION TO THE IIESI(TIII’

DNV GL has launched a 'Virtual Trial
application to allow yards and owners
to use computational fluid dynamics
(CFD) simulation to analyse, compare
and benchmark the fuel efficiency of hull
design variants at full-scale.

The results are available within a week,
produced in a web-based report where
users can see the CFD results and hull
lines in 3D and gain more insight into
flow details.

As CFD simulation technology has
matured, it has become a viable alternative
to traditional model basin tests, while
reducing lead time and costs. However,
the computer resources and expert know
how to design and carry out such tests are
still not wide spread, the class society said,

"What we have done with Virtual Trial is
to let our customers run CFD simulations,
without having to invest in CFD expertise,”
said Carsten Hahn, product manager at
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DNV GL - Maritime. “Virtual trials can
be launched in complete anonymity,
from anywhere, at any time, by simply
uploading the hull geometry file and
defining the operating profile.

This application is claimed to
remove the need for expert support
by streamlining and automating the
CFD simulation process. Without the
need for any CFD specific input, users
can conduct fully automated full-scale
RANSE  (Reynolds-averaged  Navier-
Stokes equations) VoF (Volume of Fluid)
CFD simulations on the resistance and
propulsion of their vessel.

Users can upload individual vessel
hull forms, run simulations with pre-set
parameters and then easily compare their
results against the results of similar vessels
in the Virtual Trial database. Whether for
a newbuilding or retrofit project, Virtual
Trial reduces the barriers to full-scale

CFD simulation testing and comparative
benchmarking, DNV GL said.

“We see many potential uses of the
Virtual Trial application,” explained Uwe
Hollenbach, DNV GL - Maritime. “Design
offices and shipyards can analyse and
benchmark different hull options during
the conceptual design phase, then track
how design changes affect a vessels
hydrodynamic performance.

Shipowners can easily compare
competing design proposals during the
bidding process, gaining an impartial
assessment of the designs at a fraction
of the cost and lead time of model
tests. For vessels in service, it could
even act as a performance certificate,
showing potential charterers or buyers
how a vessel might perform within their
operating profile,” he said.

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter
-13 Oct 2017



BV JOINS GLOBAL
INDUSTRY ALLIANGE
(GIA)

ureau Veritas has joined the Global Industry Alliance
GIA).

Philippe Donche-Gay, President Marine & Offshore, Bureau
Veritas said that he was delighted BV was able to provide
support to the GIA: "Whether it's a better understanding of
hull structures, digitalisation, gas fuelled and hybrid systems
or the many other areas of research and development that
are leading to practical solutions, our Marine & Offshore
Division - and the 70,000 Bureau Veritas people around the
world (10,000 in China alone) across our group - will be able to
contribute towards this important initiative," he said.

The GIA was officially inaugurated on 29th June by IMO
Secretary General, Kitack Lim. Some 17 companies have now
signed up to join the GIA, which will work within a framework
established by Global Maritime Energy Efficiency Partnership
(GloMEEP) Project, a Global Environment Facility (GEF)-United
Nations Development Program (UNDP) - IMO project.

The alliance will support improving the energy efficiency of
ships and shipping by collectively identifying and developing
innovative solutions to address common barriers and promote
the uptake of energy efficiency technologies and operational
measures.

It is focused on five priority areas of collaboration:

1. Energy efficiency technologies (EETs) and operational best
practices.

2. Alternative fuels and energy carriers.

3. Digital transformation.

4. Finance.

5. Human element.

Activities likely to be undertaken or promoted by the GIA on
these priorities will include, inter alia:

* R&D.

» Showcasing advances in technology development and
positive initiatives by the maritime sector.

« Industry fora to encourage a global industry dialogue.

« Implementation of capacity building.

« Information exchange activities.

A GIA task force comprising of members’ representatives has
been formed to act as the advisory body and to take decisions
on which activities to undertake under the alliance’'s umbrella.

Selected GIA projects will be implemented by the GlOMEEP
Project Co-ordination Unit, with the advice of the GIA task force.
Activities will be funded by the GIA fund established by the IMO.

GloMEEP aims to provide long-term global environmental
benefits by supporting the effective implementation of IMO's
energy efficiency regulations ( MARPOL Annex VI, Chapter IV),
particularly in the developing countries.

Thus far, the three main streams of work set up include:

+ Legal, policy and institutional reforms.

+ Awareness raising, knowledge sharing and capacity-
building activities.

* Public-private partnership to support low carbon shipping.

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter - 29 Sep 2017

MINISTER CONFIRMS I}IIABAHAII Wlll BE OPERATIONAL

NEXT YEAR

India’s Minister for Road Transport & Highways and
Shipping, Shri Nitin Gadkari, has said that the government is
hopeful of starting operations at Chabahar Port in Iran by the
end of 2018.

Construction work has already got underway and the Indian
Government has allocated Rs 6 billion (US$ 93.6 million) for
the development of the port. Out of this, tenders worth Rs 380
Crore (US$ 59.7 million) for handling equipment have already
been finalised.

Iran’s Chabahar port located in the Sistan-Baluchistan
Province on the south-eastern coast is a port of great strategic
importance for India, as it lies outside the Persian Gulf and can
be accessed from India’s western coast.

Following on from an MoU signed between India and Iran
in May last year, India is to equip and operate two berths in
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Chabahar Port Phase |, involving capttal investment of US
$85.21 million and annual revenue expenditure of US$ 22.95
million on a 10 year lease agreement. Ownership of the
equipment purchased will revert to the Iranian side after ten
years, or longer with mutual agreement.
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BUREAU VERITAS RELEASES
NEW RULES FOR OFFSHORE

SERVICE VESSELS AND TUGS

Leadlng international classification
society Bureau Veritas has issued
new rules for the Classification of
Offshore Service Vessels and Tugs,
including new class notations for
pipelay vessels, accommodation units,
offshore construction vessels and
support vessels.

Gijsbert de Jong, Bureau Veritas
Marine Marketing and Sales Director,
said: "With this new publication Bureau
Veritas provides the industry with a
clear framework for the classification
of offshore service vessels and tugs
based on an end-user friendly system
of class notations reflecting the
terminology used by the industry.
This document is the culmination
of a development plan aimed at
addressing the specific requirements
of key offshore operations in our rules.’

The new rules set out requirements
for the classification of a wide range
of vessels performing construction,
installation, maintenance and other
support activities at sea. These
requirements cover towing, anchor
handling, supply, fire-fighting, oil
recovery, diving support, lifting,
standby and rescue, accommodation,
pipe laying, cable laying and semi-
submersible heavy transport vessels.

New and updated class notations
and service features have also been

14

IGLASSNK
IANNOUNCES
IRaD
'ROADMAP

Classification society ClassNK has
released R&D Roadmap, which details
| its vision and goals for projects for the
; next five years.

The roadmap outlines the two
activities as the foundation of ClassNK
| R&D, and details investigations
and research associated with core
| technologies, which will also contribute
to the development of human resources
Ifor contributing maritime technology
included for: and engineering, as a classification
« -Wind turbine installation vessels I society and using damage information

« Self-elevating units - covering the | to contribute to damage prevention.
legs and elevating systems fitted on Using these foundational
liftboats technologies as a base, ClassNK will
+ MOUs (Mobile Offshore Units) * carry out R&D in the mid-long term on
Code compliant accommodation the four focus areas - rule development,
* SP[PoB]-capable (Special Purpose ~ survey technology innovation,

/ number of persons on-board),
indicating compliance with the 2008

marine environmental protection and
revolutionary technology development.

SPS Code for an anticipated increase |  The four focus areas aim to develop

of the number of persons on-board

* Service notations for tugs | of

and escort tugs - indications for

improved technical rules in terms
rationality and  transparency;
revolutionise survey processes with the

the design values of bollard pull, | development of robotics instruments
steering/braking force and speed, of surveys, etc utilising ICT; investigate
in combination with operating area | and research into developing new
notations for restricted operations _ solutions for environmental regulations
as applicable, ie. for harbour tugs or | using its global network; and develop
coastal tugs maritime  technology  innovation

Feedback, from international cross- | through digitalisation, respectively.
industry projects and working such as . Through R&D, ClassNK aims to bring
SafeTug and a range of IMO groups | about the innovation of maritime
focused on stability for towing, | technology using the latest IT based on
anchor handling, lifting operations ¥ its mission to help ensure the safety of
and supply operations, has been | life and property at sea.
incorporated into the new rules. ClassNK  will  collaborate  with

The rules entered into force on I universities,  research institutions
July 1st 2017 as described in a new ™ and the industry to execute the R&D
booklet (NR467-E), which is now part I roadmap together with contributions
of the Rules for the Classification of = from the further development of
Steel Ships. | human resources.

Source: Tanker Operator
Source: www.marineinsight.com | Newsletter - 29 Sep 2017



BUREAU VERITAS JOINS RECOMMS
DRONES PROJECT

ureau Veritas (BV) has joined

RECOMMS (Remote Evaluation
of Coatings / Corrosion on Offshore
Machinery and Marine Structures / Ships),
ajoint investment project (JIP), to develop
drones with the capability to inspect steel
structures in enclosed spaces.

The JIP's primary objectives are
to develop a steady, stable and
reliable drone capable of following
programmable flight paths, either pre-
determined by 3D imagery software or
flown by a pilot, using 3D simulator ship
specific training programmes developed
in unison with the drone design. This will
lead to the development of a complete
and marketable inspection drone when
delivered with the required software
package.

Key investment partners include
Akzo Nobel, Barrier Group, BV, Drone
Ops, Hempel Paints, Marine Technical
Limits and a major oil company. Coating
specialist and consultant, Safinah is the
RECOMM project manager.

In the first phase of development,
the drone will be designed to carry
an unobstructed HD camera, as well
as lighting and batteries with suitable
strength, durability and longevity
to perform structural and coating

inspections within a ballast tank, whilst
providing reliable clear images fit for
comparison with close up inspection.
Jean-Francois  Segretain, Technical
Director, Bureau Veritas, Marine &
Offshore said: “The end goal is to be
able to survey cargo spaces, ballast
tanks and confined spaces remotely and
effectively. If we can do this with drones
we can help reduce risks to our surveyors
and ship crews by minimising the need,
for example, to erect expensive staging
whilst covering the survey scope, which
would otherwise require surveyors
to work at height or perform tank
inspections by means of rafting.

@ Rt Ticvacid [rPaii

It is estimated that eliminating the
need for staging erected for class
renewal surveys could save in the
region of $ 90,000 for a VLCC, based on
drydocking costs in China for ships of 10
years of age and older.

Segretain added: “While a lot of work
has been done with drones nothing
yet released has led to drones meeting
specific requirements for marine
classification close up surveys. This
project addresses the specific needs
of our survey requirements and other
inspections.”

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter
- 06 Oct 2017

GLASSNK UPDATES EGCS GUIDELINES

ClassNK has released the second
version of its ‘Guidelines for Exhaust Gas
Cleaning Systems".

Based on the first version released in
August, 2014, the latest version includes
the results of joint research and testing
on actual EGCS.

To comply with the IMO’s SOx and
PM regulation, EGCS, which reduce the
amount of SOx and PM in ship emissions,
are one method for complying with the
regulations in addition to use of the
compliant fuel.

With growing interest in EGCS
installation stemming from stricter
global sulfur limits, ClassNK is releasing
the second version of its ‘Guidelines for
Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems’.

In addition to interpretations of the
updated IMO guidelines, the second
version of the Guidelines incorporates
standards for EGCS installation based on
findings of joint research projects which
included trial testing of the equipment
on board ships and design trials.

The  Guidelines also include

date

class

requirements  for
notations signifying that a ship fulfils
requirements for EGCS installation and
readiness.

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter
- 02 Sep 2017
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News

BIMGO LAUNGCHES BWM GONVELI'HON GUIDE

BIMCO has launched a practical
guide for Masters managing new
ballast water management systems
(BWMS).

This coincides with the entry into
force of the IMO's Ballast Water
Management (BWM) Convention.

BIMCO's new "Shipmaster's Ballast
Water Manual" provides clear,
accessible information for seafarers
dealing with practicalities of daily
ballast water management. The
manual covers all aspects of the
Convention, including regulatory
implementation, inspections by port
state control and charterers and the
latest guidance issued by the IMO.

There are currently numerous
ballast water management systems
that have been approved by the
IMO but member states and most
seafarers are still unfamiliar with their
operations.

Lars Robert

Pedersen, BIMCO

BIMGO PUBLISHES

GUIDANGE ON
LIFEBOAT USE

BIMCO has launched guidance for
seafarers on the safe launching and
recovery of lifeboats using fall preventer
devices (FPDs).

This guidance is aimed at reducing the
number of seafarer fatalities and injuries.

Lifeboat accidents resulting in fatalities
and serious injuries are all too frequent,
despite efforts in recent years to reduce
them, BIMCO said.

Most of the accidents happen in boats
using conventional davits and on-load
release systems. However, recently other
parts of the suspension and lifting systems
have also been identified as points of
failure; particularly wire rope falls on larger
lifeboats.

The IMO recommends the use of FPDs,

12

deputy secretary general, said:
“Implementation of the BWM
Convention has been just around
the corner for a long time, but there
is still a great deal of confusion over
the actual realities of the operational
requirements, each ships' ballast water
management plan and the associated
record keeping to demonstrate
compliance”.

"This new guide has been written
with seafarers in mind, in a practical
and easily accessible way, to be used
on board at sea, helping the crew to
manage the new obligations safely
and effectively," he said.

The manual links to the already
established  safety = management
system (SMS) covering the company
and the ship, which includes proper
plans for shipboard operations.
The SMS requires crew and officers
to be familiar with applicable on
board instructions and procedures,

due to the many recent lifeboat and
rescue boat accidents, which have resulted
in fatalities and injuries to seafarers. The
use of FPDs is intended to be an interim
measure to reduce this risk while new, safe
IMO approved systems are developed.
However, this process will take some years,
and so FPDs are recommended for the
intervening time until approval is secured.

The new guidance has been produced
in an illustrated pamphlet entitled: "Avoid
Lifeboat Accidents".

Aron Sorensen, BIMCO's Head of
Maritime Technology & Regulation, said:
"We have seen too many accidents with
lifeboats resulting in fatalities and injuries.
This pamphlet provides the master and
crew with solid, experience-based advice

including ballast water management.
Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter
- 29 Sep 2017

on the use of fall preventer devices (FPDs)
during lifeboat operations. We sincerely
hope that this pamphlet can help to
reduce and avoid such tragic accidents in
the future”.

The "Avoid Lifeboat Accidents"
pamphlet gives clear guidance on how
to prevent accidents with lifeboats and
rescue boats equipped with on-load
release systems. It advises whether
additional precautions in the form of FPDs
are appropriate, and if so, when and how
to use them safely and effectively when
launching and recovering the boat.

Other failure devices and also innovative
hook systems are also examined.

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter
- 15 Sep 2017



HERE'S WHO YOU SHOULD SIT NEXT TO AT
WORK IF YOU WANT T0 BE MORE PRODUCTIVE

itting next to a friend at work may make you

happier, but did you know who you sit next to in
the office can also impact your productivity and quality
of work?

Researchers at Harvard Business School, who analyzed
the data of more than 2,000 employees over a two-
year period in collaboration with talent management
software company Cornerstone OnDemand, set out to
measure the effects of performance spillover and found
that closely situating one type of worker near another
can positively impact their overall performance.

The researchers separated workers into one of
three groups: productive workers, generalists, and
quality workers. Productive workers are faster than the
average worker, but they produce lower quality work.
Conversely, quality workers produce higher quality
work, but they do so at a slower pace. Generalists are
average when it comes to productivity and quality.

They also considered three measures of positive
performance: Productivity (how long it takes to
complete a task), effectiveness (how many time a
worker needs to pass off a task to someone else), and
quality (how satisfied the task recipient is).

They found that matching productive and quality

workers together in one seating area and matching
generalists together in another generates a 13% gain
in productivity, a 17% gain in effectiveness, and overall
up to a 15% gain in organisational performance.

Pairing people with opposite strengths works because
spillover only seems to be significant in someones area
of weakness. So when pairing productive workers with
quality workers, productive people improve their quality
of work, while their productivity doesn't really suffer.

These effects were found to occur almost immediately
and vanish within two months of exposure, which the
researchers believe rules out peer-to-peer learning
and suggests instead that the cause is a combination
of inspiration and peer pressure from being in close
physical proximity to high-performing workers.

The researchers concluded that, for an organisation
of 2,000 workers, pairing employees accordingly could
result in about $1 million in profits per year.

"With modern organisations shifting to open floor
plans and flexible workspaces, this study shows that
there is actually a science behind employee seating
charts," Jason Corsello, senior vice president of
strategy and corporate development for Cornerstone
OnDemand, said in a press release.
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CAPABILITIES OF BAKU SHIP-
YARD FOR BUILDING SUBSEA
CONSTRUCTION VESSELS AND
OTHER TYPES OF OFFSHORE &

MARINE VESSELS

Baku Shipyard (BSY) is a joint venture which was
established on May 2011 by the State Oil Company of
Azerbaijan SOCAR (65%), Azerbaijan Investment Company
(25%) and Keppel Offshore & Marine (10%). Main activity of
BSY consist of the construction of a variety of vessels ranging
from offshore support vessels, general cargo vessels, tug
boats, crew boats, specialized vessels to tankers. The yard also
undertakes ship repair and conversion of such vessels.

Baku Shipyard is equipped with all modern facilities for
accomplishment of new building, dry docking, repairing of all
kind of marine and offshore vessels: Floating dock with max
docking capacity of 25,000 ton and max transfer capacity of
18,000 tons, TTS — the modern ship transfer system.

Under a gantry crane with lifting capacity of 300 tons and
width of 80 meters, it is possible to start the construction of
4 ships simultaneously (each with a length of 150 meters and
width of 34 meters).

Within 4 years BSY realized several huge projects such
as building of floating dock, tug boat, crew boats, subsea
construction vessel, pontoons for semi etc.

"Socar-1" designed and built as steel hull and now the vessel
is under operation by Azerbaijan Caspian Shipping Company
and carries towing works for big vessels and barges in Caspian
Sea.

3 crew boats "Zafar”, "Ufuq", “Turan” are capable to transport
personnel (up to 80 people) and various offshore oil and gas
exploration facilities and etc. According to their specifications,
they can operate at up to 100 miles from the coast.

On April 17, 2014 Baku Shipyard LLC secured a contract
worth US$ 378 million from BP Exploration (Shah Deniz) Ltd,
the operator of the Shah Deniz gas field development, to
design and build a Subsea Construction Vessel (SCV).

Two hull strips of the “Khankendi” SCV have been
constructed in Singapore on the basis of a relevant agreement
and have been shipped to Baku for the final joining with the
bow block and hook-up with the accommodation block, which
were constructed at Baku Shipyard. On 7 May, 2016 after the
appropriate integration works have been completed, the vessel
was re-floated into the Caspian Sea at the Baku Shipyard quay.

At the quayside of the yard, all deck equipment (1 piece
of 900 MT main crane, 2 piece of 10 MT and 1 piece 50 MT
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auxiliary cranes, including helideck) of “Khankendi” ship have
been installed, all the ship's systems, equipment and facilities
have been fully integrated, commissioned and adjusted. All
exploitation tests (sea trial) in the open sea were successfully
completed within 2 months.

5,774,491 working hours were spent on the construction of
the "Khankendi” vessel and more than 2,000 employees have
been employed, of which 75% were local, and 25% - foreign
experts.

This unique vessel was built under the classification of DNV
GL (Norway and Germany), has a maximum speed of 13.5
knots, 155 meters in length, 32 meters in width, maximum
7.5 meters in water and 13 meters in height. The ship has a
dynamic positioning system to operate at 3.5-meter-high
waves (Hs), 900 MT main crane for subsea operations up to
600 meters, twin bell 18 men system, two remotely operated
vehicle, diving moon pools, 2 engine rooms equipped with 6
pieces of 44 MVt and two pieces of 3.2 MVt generators. Its
total weight is 17,700 tonnes and its capacity is over 5,000
metric tonnes, with a water injection capacity of 6.5 meters.

“Khankendi" vessel is a beginning of a new era not only in
the history of Azerbaijan, but also in the history of the Caspian
Sea shipping. The Caspian Sea’s most up-to-date vessel of the
oil and gas fleet "Khankendi" was designed to build world-
class submarine structures for the first time in the Caspian Sea
at depths of up to 550 meters.

After delivery, the vessel will be mobilized for the second
phase of development of the Shah Deniz field in Azerbaijani
sector of the Caspian Sea, which is located about 70 km from
the coast.

Baku Shipyard realized more than 80 ship repair projects.
Some of them are: Diving Support Vessel “Tofiq Ismayilov”,
which is more that 25 year old and it has been fully upgraded
in BSY for the full use of its capabilities; The pipe lay barge
“Israfil Huseynov” — one of the largest barges on the Caspian
Sea; and the derrick barge "Azerbaijan” within the framework
of the second stage of development of a large gas field Shah
Deniz in the Azerbaijani sector of the Caspian Sea.

At the moment about 1,000 people work at BSY (90% locals
and 10% foreign citizens).

Source: ACI Maritime Newsletter - 18/9/2017
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« timeline for the project

« challenge faced/issue to be addressed

« short description of the project, including activities to
be organized

« aim(s) of the project (including any specific outcomes)

« how the ICC/WTO can contribute to the implementation
of the project.

"l have heard many great ideas from the private sector
over recent months about how we might be able to help
MSMEs to trade. This initiative is our response — it is about
capturing some of those ideas and using the shared
platform of the WTO and ICC to help make them a reality.
| look forward to seeing innovative proposals aimed at
raising awareness among MSMEs of the opportunities
that trade can provide, and how they can seize those
opportunities.”

WTO Director-General

Roberto Azevédo

"Policy reforms have an important role to play in driving
MSME exports. But we also think it's time to take a different
approach to these problems by leveraging the power of the
private sector. This new initiative will seek to harness the
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knowledge, creativity and networks of the global business
community to inspire and support MSME growth. We call
on businesses and private sector organizations across the
world to play their part as small business champions."

ICC Secretary General

John Danilovich

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only global
international organization dealing with the rules of trade
between nations. At its heart are the WTO agreements,
negotiated and signed by the bulk of the world’s trading
nations and ratified in their parliaments. The goal is to help
producers of goods and services, exporters, and importers
conduct their business.

The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) is the
world’s largest business organization with a network of over
6 million members in more than 100 countries. We work to
promote international trade, responsible business conduct
and a global approach to regulation through a unique mix
of advocacy and standard setting activities—together with
market-leading dispute resolution services. Our members
include many of the world's largest companies, SMEs,
business associations and local chambers of commerce.
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IGG/WTO0 SMALL BUSINESS

he "ICC-WTO Small Business Champions" initiative

has been launched by the WTO and the International
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) to facilitate participation by
smaller companies in international trade. It will provide a
platform for companies and private sector organizations
around the world to propose innovative, practical ideas
designed to encourage micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises (MSMEs) to do business across borders.

Those businesses putting forward successful proposals
will be recognized as" ICC-WTO Small Business
Champions".

Background

Despite their economic importance in developed,
developing and least developed countries, MSMEs’
share of trade is disproportionately small, often because
they are unaware of the potentially wider market and
because they traditionally have not had the resources to
navigate sometimes complex trading procedures. But new
technologies are helping to pare back these obstacles and
create a more level playing field for smaller companies
in international trade. Helping more MSMEs to trade
internationally is an important step in building a more
inclusive trading system that benefits a wider array of
citizens.

Call for proposals

ICC and the WTO are therefore calling for businesses and
private sector organizations to step forward with proposals
which can help MSMEs to participate in international
trade. The aim is to raise awareness of the barriers that
MSMEs face in doing business across borders, highlight
the experiences and success stories of those MSMEs that
are already trading, facilitate access to critical information,
and raise skills among MSMEs to enable them to diversify
export markets.

What kind of proposals are we looking for under
this initiative?

* Proposals could take the shape of, for example,
awareness raising campaigns, competitions or capacity
building, training and mentoring programmes.

« ICC and the WTO will use their shared platform to
support and promote successful proposals. The precise
support provided by ICC and the WTO will depend on
the nature of the proposals received. ICC and the WTO
could, for example, help to promote initiatives and host
events or provide expertise and institutional support. No
financial contribution will be provided by the WTO or ICC
to implement proposals.

* Proposals should be designed to be delivered by the
entity making the proposal. Proposals should not focus
on WTO negotiations, or proposed changes to WTO rules.
Such ideas can be put forward through different fora.

What is the process for submitting proposals - and
how will they be selected?

« Proposals should detail the concept, aims, timelines
and other information as appropriate. Proposals should be
no longer than three pages. Proposals are only open to
the private sector and representative bodies. All proposals
should be sent to the following address in Word or PDF
format: MSMEsubmissions@iccwbo.org.

* The call for proposals is open until the end of 2017.
There is no limitation as to the number of proposals
that may be selected. The selection of proposals will be
carried out by the WTO Secretariat and ICC. The successful
proposals will be announced by ICC and the WTO on a
rolling basis.

Key information to be provided

When submitting a proposal, please ensure that the
following points are covered:

« name of the organization

« contact person (name, telephone, email)

« short description of the organization

« name of the proposed project



FIRST MARINE TYPE APPROVAL FOR CYBER
ENABLED COMPONENTS

loyd’s Register (LR) has released type approval
requirements for components in Cyber enabled
systems on board ships.

The "Procedure for Network and Network-related
Devices" defines a critical point in the evolution of smart
technology implementation within the marine industry —
delivering an assurance system that provides confidence
in the market for the supply of cyber enabled components,
the class society claimed.

Providing all the benefits of traditional type approval,
reassurance on supply chain quality and robustness within
the marine environment, the new procedure will also
incorporate consideration to the functioning of a cyber
enabled system, such as cyber security.

The type approval procedure will address:

« Production quality assessment in the supply chain.

« Marine environment testing for cyber enabled
components.

« Verification of the cyber functions,
communication and cyber security.

Shipyards and designers will be able to select type
approved component parts to build cyber enabled ‘smart’
ship systems with a new level of confidence and quality
indication, LR said.

Manufacturers of components will also be able to
demonstrate their product as meeting LR's requirements
on the above and differentiate their products in the market.

LR’s Marine & Offshore innovation strategy and research
director, Luis Benito, said: "Type approval will work together
with LR's Cyber Enabled ShipRight document, providing
type approved components to use in cyber systems,

such as

such as predictive maintenance and
performance optimisation. Together
this offers the complete cyber solution
for the future, from components to
systems to functions.”

LR said that it had pioneered a
‘total-systems’ approach. In February,
2016, the class society issued the

first guidance on cyber enabled
ships: "Deploying Information and
Communications  Technology in

Shipping - Lloyd's Register's Approach
to Assurance”.

This identified the elements that
constitute a cyber enabled ship and
the activities that need to take place to
ensure that cyber technology does not introduce a safety
risk, effectively providing the industry with a route map to
understanding the implications of digital technology.

This was followed with the introduction of the industry’s
first ShipRight procedure, which detailed LR’s framework
for accepting cyber technology at varying levels of
autonomy — from ships with the most basic decision
support tools to vessels that are fully autonomous -
identifying the assessments, processes and considerations
that need to be followed.

Cyber security is one of the six risk areas studied for
connected ships and requirements are included within
the ShipRight procedure; without meeting these it is not
possible to certify the level of autonomy as safe.

The first ships to be classed with LR's cyber notations
were delivered in May this year.

A new set of cyber security services was also introduced
in 2017. Built on an easy to use model that provides clarity
and allows evolution in line with emerging threat patterns
and the changing regulatory environment, it is designed to
help LR clients understand how cyber secure they are and
what level of security they want to achieve in the future.

These services deliver cyber security gap analysis and
other readiness services to owners, operators and other
clients against the US Coast Guard Strategy on cyber
security and forthcoming IMO regulations, as well as the
cyber security best practice already established in other
industry sectors, such as Naval.

Source: Tanker Operator Newsletter - 15 Sep 2017
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A MARITIME TREATY IS ADOPTED OR
AMENDED - WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

hroughout the maritime world, the
technical regulations developed and
adopted by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) are well known.
Shipmasters and officers, as well as expert
trainers and educators, spend many hours
getting to grips with the knowledge needed
to implement and impart the detailed

regulations governing ship safety and
security and the prevention of pollution from
ships.

But there is an important first step which
needs to happen between adopting a new
regulation or amendment and its entry
into force and application on board ships.
Appropriate implementing legislation must
be drafted at the national level, because
international treaties can only become law
when implemented into national legislation.
IMO treaties are not self-executing and
require domestic legislation to give effect to
their provisions.

How to do this was the subject of a recent
five-day global workshop (18-22 September
2017) held at IMO Headquarters in London.
The workshop was attended by 28 lawyers
and drafters from 25 countries.

"We get the seafarers coming up to us,
asking "how come you have not implemented
this?", "where are the regulations?", "where
do you derive your authority from?"

So it is important and imperative for us
to ensure that IMO conventions are actually
domesticated into our national law," said
participant Jane Florence Otieno, from Kenya.

Participants agreed that the workshop would help them
to effectively implement IMO regulations in their countries.
"As a lawyer, | need to grasp the most important parts of
legislative drafting," said Trevor Potoura, from Papua New
Guinea.

The workshop also provided the opportunity for
networking and sharing ideas, particularly with regards to
the challenges countries may face in implementing IMO's

technical regulations into national law, including often
having to deal with several different government agencies.

"Right now, we have probably eight different maritime
agencies that all deal with maritime. And sometimes
their roles overlap. So one of the things we have to look
at, particularly in writing our laws, is making sure that we
know who does what at each point," said Daffodil Maxwell,
from Trinidad and Tobago.

Source: IMO website



the results of interregional information exchanges in their
internal procedures, including their targeting systems.

The Workshop recommended that PSC regimes consider
developing and maintaining, in their information systems,
a coordinated list of under-performing ships. The possible
development of a common platform for interregional
exchange to facilitate informal exchange among PSC
regimes, as well as the development of joint working
policies, were also recommended.

The Workshop considered the possibility of establishing
an outreach partnership between IMO and PSC regimes,
the objectives of which would be to disseminate the
outcome of the work of IMO; to collect first-hand feedback
on implementation; and to develop technical cooperation
and capacity building activities. Appropriate fora at IMO
and in PSC regimes will be invited to consider this matter.

Existing technical cooperation activities, partially
supported by IMO in order to encourage the sharing of
expertise among PSC regimes, should be enhanced under
IMO's Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme (ITCP).

Recognizing the need for training of new entrants in port
State and flag State personnel, the Workshop recommended
that IMO consider developing a harmonized training manual
for use by flag State inspectors and PSC officers.

To support the implementation of the Code of Good

Practice included in the IMO Procedures for PSC, the llI
Sub-committee will be invited to consider developing
a format for a "PSC letter to the Master”. This would set
out how an inspection would be carried out and would
be signed by both the PSC officer and the Master. The
Workshop also recommended that a dedicated GISIS
facility for complaints could be developed.

The Workshop considered the simplification of reporting
procedures for port States, in the context of practical data
management involving both IMO and the International
Labour Organization (ILO). The meeting requested the IMO
Secretariat to liaise with the ILO Secretariat, with a view to
establishing a “single window” system, through GISIS.

Finally, the meeting recommended that future
workshops be held every two years. The agenda should
include discussion on the use of body cameras by PSC
officers.

Funding from the IMO "Voyage Together Trust Fund”
supported the participation of representatives of the nine
regional PSC regimes at the seventh IMO Workshop for PSC
MoU/Agreement Secretaries and Database Managers, with
an increased focus on Member States' representatives. The
meeting was chaired by Dr. Vitaly Klyuev (Russian Federation),
and Ms. Carien Droppers (Paris MoU) was Vice-Chair.

Source: IMO website
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PORT STATE CONTROL REGIMES MOVE TO
BOOST COLLABORATION, HARMONIZATION AND
INFORMATION SHARING

he port State control regimes which carry out

inspections on ships to monitor and enforce
compliance with international regulations have pledged
to strengthen their collaboration with the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) and amongst themselves.

A recent workshop (24-26 October) for port State
control (PSC) MoU/Agreement Secretaries and Database
Managers and Member States, the seventh of its kind, was
held at IMO headquarters in London, United Kingdom.
Participants shared experiences, highlighted new projects
and approved a wide range of recommendations, which
are aimed at further collaboration, harmonization and
information sharing. The recommendations will be
forwarded for review by IMO and the regional governing
bodies of PSC regimes.

Since the first regional PSC agreement was signed in
1982 (the Paris MoU), IMO has supported the establishment
of eight other regional PSC regimes, achieving a global
maritime network. The areas of responsibility of the nine
regional regimes cover all (or part of) Europe and the north
Atlantic (Paris MoU); Asia and the Pacific (Tokyo MoU); Latin
America (Acuerdo de Vifia del Mar); Caribbean (Caribbean
MoU); West and Central Africa (Abuja MoU); Black Sea
(Black Sea MoU); Mediterranean Sea (Mediterranean
MoU); Indian Ocean (Indian Ocean MoU); and Persian Gulf

(Riyadh MoU). The United States Coast Guard maintains
the tenth PSC regime.

The Workshop noted the growing number of PSC regimes
implementing targeted inspections mechanisms, as well as
incentive schemes, so that ships found in compliance with
international standards are subject to fewer inspections,
while substandard ships are targeted more.

The regimes feed IMO with PSC information, which
has potential significant relevance to the IMO regulatory
process. Specifically, annual reports on inspections and
the outcome of concentrated inspection campaigns
are reported to the IMO Sub-Committee on the
Implementation of IMO Instruments (lll). Furthermore,
data exchange agreements enable a PSC module on the
Global Integrated Shipping Information System (GISIS) to
be populated.

Among the recommendations made by the meeting,
the PSC regimes agreed to explore the development of
statistical output and to look into the compatibility of their
systems. They also agreed to consider moving away from
“"black/grey/white lists” towards expanding an individual
ship risk profile approach.

As a potential step towards mutual recognition of other
regimes’ activities, the PSC regimes agreed to convey to
their regional governing bodies the recommended use of



Cape Town Agreement is, why it is important, how it can be
implemented into national legislation and what the next
steps are for a Party to the Agreement.”

The Cape Town Regional Seminar (16 to 20 October 2017)
was attended by participants from 10 countries in the Africa
Anglophone region. It followed similar events, organized
by IMO in cooperation with the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), including, in
the Cook Islands (28 August - 1 September 2017), for 10
countries in the Pacific region; in Cote d'lvoire (December
2016), for 12 countries from the Africa Francophone region;
in Indonesia (April 2015), for 11 countries from the East
Asia region; in Belize (October 2014), for 13 countries in the
Caribbean; and in Peru (June 2014), for 12 countries in Latin
America.

Future seminars are planned to be held in further region(s)
during 2018.

The push to promote the Cape Town Agreement has been
given extra momentum by the entry into force of related
treaties under the International Labour Organization (ILO)
and the FAO — organizations with which IMO works closely
in the context of safety of fishing vessels and (IUU) fishing.

ILO's Work in Fishing Convention 2007 (Convention
No. 188) enters into force on 16 November 2017. It sets
minimum requirements for work on board including hours
of rest, food, minimum age and repatriation.

FAO's Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter
and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing
(PSMA), 2009, entered into force in 2016 and now has 50

Parties. It seeks to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing
through the adoption and implementation of effective port
State measures.

IMO's  Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO
Instruments (lll), meeting in September 2017, agreed a
number of proposals to address IUU fishing, focusing
on key areas of vessel identification; flag and port state
performance; training and implementation of relevant
instruments; and environmental issues. The discussion
followed a review of recommendations emanating from the
Joint IMO/FAO Working Group on IUU fishing and related
matters held in 2015.

The IMO Assembly, meeting in November 2017, is expected
to adopt a resolution to extend the IMO ship identification
number scheme, on a voluntary basis, to fishing vessels of
100 gross tonnage and above of non-steel construction
and all motorized inboard fishing vessels of less than 100
gross tonnage down to a size limit of 12 metres in length
overall (LOA) authorized to operate outside waters under
national jurisdiction of the flag State. This move is expected
to contribute to the fight against IUU fishing and to the
implementation of the FAO Global Record of Fishing Vessels,
Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels.

IMO is also undertaking a comprehensive review of its
treaty ontraining of fishing vessel personnel, the International
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel (STCW-F), 1995,
which entered into force in 2012. The aim is to update and
revise the treaty, taking into account the unique nature of
the fishing industry, the fishing working environment and
the need to prevent damage to the marine environment.

The work being done to promote the implementation of
the Cape Town Agreement on the safety of fishing vessels
and other activities to improve safety and sustainability in the
fishing sector and fight IUU fishing is also being supported
by international governmental and non-governmental
organizations. These include the General Fisheries
Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), the North East
Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC), the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the
Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology
(IMarEST), the International Transport Workers Federation
(ITF), the Pew Charitable Trusts, the World Animal Protection
and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).

"We are seeing increasing commitment from a number of
IMO Member States as well as from regional organizations
and international governmental and non-governmental
organizations to promote the Cape Town Agreement and
other measures to make fishing a safer and more sustainable
industry. This is something to be welcomed, for the millions
of people worldwide who work in the fishing sector,” Ms.
Allnutt said.

Source: IMO website
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Articles

IMO PROMOTES

FISHING VESSEL

SAFETY AGREEMENT T0 SAVE LIVES

When it comes to fishing vessel safety, the mission is
clear, says Sandra Allnutt of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO): enhance safety to save lives.

"We want to reduce loss of life in one of the most dangerous
professions in the world, and we want to enhance safety on
board fishing vessels," said Ms. Allnutt, Head of Maritime
Technology in IMO's Maritime Safety Division, following a
regional seminar, in Cape Town, South Africa, to promote
ratification and implementation of a key fishing vessel safety
treaty known as the Cape Town Agreement of 2012.

“This Agreement, once fully ratified, in force and
implemented, will be an internationally binding agreement
which will facilitate better control of fishing vessel safety
by flag, port and coastal States. It will also contribute to
the fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing” Ms. Allnutt said.

The Cape Town Agreement was adopted at an international
conference held in South Africa in 2012, as a means to
bring into effect the provisions of the 1977 Torremolinos
International Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels,
which was later modified by the 1993 Torremolinos
Protocol. In ratifying the 2012 Agreement, Parties agree to

amendments to the provisions of the 1993 Protocol, so that
they can come into force as soon as possible thereafter.

The treaty will enter into force 12 months after at least 22
States, with an aggregate 3,600 fishing vessels of 24 m in
length and over operating on the high seas have expressed
their consent to be bound by it. To date, seven countries
have ratified the Cape Town Agreement: Congo, Denmark,
Germany, Iceland, Netherlands, Norway and South Africa.
Between them, they have an aggregate of 834 fishing vessels
of 24 m in length and over operating on the high seas.

International treaties such as the International Convention
for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) have been in force for
decades for commercial shipping industry, including cargo
and passenger ships. However, the key instrument applicable
to fishing vessels is still not in force. This means there are
no mandatory international requirements for stability
and associated seaworthiness, life-saving appliances,
communications equipment or fire protection, as well as
fishing vessel construction.

“Implementation of the fishing vessel safety provisions is
long overdue,” Ms. Allnutt said. “So we have been running
a series of seminars around the world to explain what the
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