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The distressed container ship had crew members from

Philippine, China, India and Russia. The vessel sent out a

23 crew members from the cargo ship. Two injured

Indian nationals among the rescued were hospitalized for

treatment, and one of themn had tested positive for

COVID-19, according to the health officials.
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THE DEEPEST HOLE IN
THE WORLD

The Kola Borehole is the deepest hole on Earth and
plummets 7.5 miles. It was made as part of a Soviet
experiment, which only stopped digging because the
temperatures down there got too hot.

MARIANA
TRENCH

[KOLA BOREHOLE | 36,201
| 40.230n
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NO KITCHEN NIGHTMARES
AT SEA WITH THE NEW ICS
TRAINING RECORD BOOK FOR
SHIPS’ COOKS

Ships’ cooks have a unique role on board a
vessel and it is widely known that a well fed
crew is essential to the effective running of a
ship.

Ensuring every ship has a properly trained
and experienced cook on board is vital. To
support both employers and ships’ cooks,
the International Chamber of Shipping has
produced a brand new record book to enable
ships’ cooks to track their career progression
and communicate their expertise and
experience to employers and colleagues. This
is the first global resource to help cooks on
board demonstrate competency and record
their training and experience as they develop
their careers at sea.

The new Training Record Book for Ships’
Cooks can be used by an individual to
demonstrate that they have followed a
structured training programme and have
an understanding of the core competencies
required to safely prepare nutritious and
appropriate food during a voyage. It will also
act as a record of their experience and career
progression and can be used at any level and
in any country, both on board and at maritime
catering academies.

The new record book has been written
based on the competence requirements of
the ILO Guidelines on the training of ships’
cooks, enabling evidence of competency to be
recorded in all key areas identified by the ILO.
It covers both practical and safety skills such

as specific cooking techniques and dealing
with allergies and food intolerances.

Natalie Shaw, Director of Employment Affairs
for the International Chamber of Shipping
says: “Seafarers live and work on board ship
and mealtimes serve to influence attitudes
regarding long periods at sea. Ships’ cooks are
essential to the efficient and safe running of
any vessel. It is difficult to overestimate how
important food and nutrition are to seafarers.
Not only does good food enable the seafarer
to perform duties effectively, it is also crucial
to maintaining the health and morale of crews.

“Indeed the quality of food on board is so
essential to crew welfare that it is documented
in the ILO Maritime Labour Convention (MLC),
which recognises how important it is to have
and serve sufficient food and drinking water of
appropriate quality on board by qualified and
trained catering personnel.”

The Training Record Book for Ships’ Cooks
is the first global resource available to the
industry and is an essential companion to the
formal training undertaken by ships’ cooks
both on board and onshore. Ships’ cooks have
very varied backgrounds ranging from the
professional chef on a cruise ship through
to the reserve ship’s cook covering the mess
when the ship’s cook is on shore leave, and this
new record book supports those at all levels.

Source: www.tankeroperatorcom
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ABS AND LLEADING
INDUSTRY PLAYERS’
ROADMAP FOR VESSEL.
CONVERSION
TO LOW-CARBON OPERATIONS

Major new project to turn the transition to
carbon-free fuels into actionable steps.

ABS is part of ajoint development project
(JDP) with the Mcersk McKinney Maller
Center for Zero Carbon Shipping and leading
global players in the marine and offshore
industries to assess the technical, financial and
environmental potential of converting existing
vessels to zero-carbon fuels and technology.

Together with JDP partners A.P. Moller -
Maersk, MAN Energy Solutions, Mitsubishi
NYK, Seaspan and Total, ABS and the Center
will assess conversion options and de-risk
asset investments by analyzing the emission
reduction potential as well as the techno-
economic opportunity of converting vessels
currently fueled by fossil-based fuels to zero-
or neutral-carbon fuel solutions.

The project will also identify a number
of technical modifications of relevance for
today’s new buildings to reduce the cost
of future conversions, thus minimizing the
associated financial risk for shipowners. The
project partners will address various vessel
types including containers, tankers and bulk
carriers and their potential conversion from
fuel oil, LNG and LPG to future solutions
such as ammonia or methanol. The financial
assessment will cover items such as
conversion-, technology- and fuel costs as well
as associated operating costs, whereas the
environment assessment will, among other
things, cover the greenhouse gas reduction
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potential over the lifetime of a vessel.

“This is a vitally important piece of
work for the industry. We are assessing
the opportunities and consequences of
converting ships from fossil-based fuels to a
zero- or neutral- carbon fuel solution, which
is something every shipowner and operator
urgently needs actionable insight into. This
project will turn the industry’s decarbonization
ambitions into a series of actionable steps with
a pathway for each vessel type to carbon-
free operations,” said Georgios Plevrakis, ABS
Director, Global Sustainability.

“In order to accelerate the investments
in a zero-carbon maritime value chain, we
have to reduce the risk of stranded assets.
With this project, we address that challenge
by providing clarity and an overview of the
operational, fuel and technology options, their
associated environmental and financial impact
as well as their transition pathways,” said Claus
Winter Graugaard, Head of Onboard Vessel
Solutions, the Center.

The project is informed by the ABS Guide
for Gas and Other Low-Flashpoint Fuel Ready
Vessels, which introduced an Alternative
Fuel Ready program for the marine industry,
identifying all technical issues that must be
considered in development of low- and zero-
carbon fuel designs.

Source: www.tankeroperatorcom



PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY
INCIDENTS AT LOWEST LEVEL IN 27 YEARS

The ICC International Maritime Bureau (IMB)
received the lowest number of reported incidents for
the first half of any year since 1994.

IMB’s latest global piracy report details 68 incidents
of piracy and armed robbery against ships - the
lowest total since 1994 - down from 98 incidents
during the same period last year. In the first six
months of 2021, IMB’s Piracy Reporting Centre (PRC)
reported 61 vessels boarded, four attempted attacks,
two vessels fired upon and one vessel hijacked.

Despite the overall decline in reported incidents,
violence against crews has continued with 50
crew kidnapped, three each threatened and taken
hostage, two assaulted, one injured and one killed
throughout the first half of 2021.

While the reduced numbers of reported incidents
is welcome, the IMB PRC continues to caution against
complacency. Vessels were boarded in 91% of the
reported incidents.

Cautious gains in Gulf of Guinea

The Gulf of Guinea continues to be particularly
dangerous for seafarers with 32% of all reported

incidents taking place in the region, according to IMB.

The region accounted for all 50 kidnapped crew and
the single crew fatality recorded by IMB during the
first half of 2021,

The number of kidnappings recorded in the Gulf
of Guinea in the last quarter is the lowest since Q2
2019, but pirates continue to target all vessel types
throughout the region. IMB warns that fishing vessels
have been hijacked in the Gulf of Guinea and later
used as mother ships to target other merchant
vessels.

“Whilst IMB welcomes reduced piracy and
armed robbery activity in the Gulf of Guinea, the
risk to seafarers still remains,” said IMB Director
Michael Howlett. “By reporting all incidents to the
Regional Authorities and IMB PRC, seafarers can
maintain pressure against pirates. Bringing together
maritime response authorities through initiatives -
like Nigeria’s Deep Blue Project and Gulf of Guinea
Maritime Collaboration Forum - will continue and
strengthen knowledge sharing channels and reduce
risk to seafarers in the region.”

In early June, a bulk carrier was approached by a
skiff with six pirates while transitioning through the
region at around 210nm off the coast of Lagos. The

carrier - equipped with appropriate vessel hardening
- was able to prevent the armed pirates from
coming onboard, but the incident demonstrates the
continued capacity of pirates in the region to carry
out attacks at further distances from the coast.

Knife attacks in Singapore Straits

The Singapore Straits recorded 16 incidents in the
first six months of 2021, in comparison to 11 during the
same period in 2020. These attacks are considered
opportunistic in nature, but IMB warns that in seven
incidents the perpetrators were armed with knives. In
three separate incidents, seafarers were reported to
have been either threatened, assaulted or injured.

Incidents rise off the coast of Peru

In comparison to the first half of 2019 and 2020,
Callao Anchorage, Peru has experienced a two-
fold increase in the number of incidents with nine
incidents reported in total for 2021. There were four
incidents in Q2 2021 and knives reported in three
of these, according to the latest figures from IMB.
Perpetrators in the region possess the capacity to
carry out violent attacks with two separate incidents
of crew being taken hostage and assaulted occurring
in the first six months of 2021.

Manila Bay, Philippines

Vessels are advised to take precautionary
measures while anchored in Manila Bay, Philippines,
as four incidents were reported to IMB for Q2 2021.

“Reporting piracy and armed robbery incidents
is the first line of defense against future attacks,”
said ICC Secretary General John W.H. Denton AO.
“Sustained reporting to IMB will enable governments,
maritime response agencies and other stakeholders
to establish safer waters for our seafarers and
smooth flow of goods throughout global supply
chains.”

IMB Reporting Centre

Since its founding in 1991, IMB PRC remains a single
point of contact to report all crimes of maritime
piracy and armed robbery, 24 hours a day. Their
prompt forwarding of reports, and liaison with
response agencies, broadcasts to shipping via
GMDSS Safety Net Services, and email alerts to
CSOs, all provided free of cost, help the response
against piracy and armed robbery and the security
of seafarers, globally.

Source: www.tankeroperatorcom

Marine Quarterly Magazine
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OCIMF REPLACING SIRE
TANKER INSPECTION
PROGRAMME WITH NEW
REGIME FROM 2022

The Oil Companies International Marine Forum
(OCIMF) is currently developing an updated and
enhanced version of its Ship Inspection Report
Programme (SIRE) tanker risk assessment tool, the
ship inspection regime that has become central to
supporting safety and best practice in the marine
industry.

The new regime, SIRE 2.0, will replace the
current system from Q2 2022, delivering a more
comprehensive inspection regime with enhanced
tools, strengthened governance processes and more
in-depth reporting outcomes, following a risk-based
approach, the oil industry body has confirmed.

Significantly, SIRE 2.0 inspections will be
completed using an intrinsically safe, Ex-proof
(IECEx) tablet device, allowing inspections and
feedback to be reported and documented in
real-time. An expanded question set covering
core (critical requirements), rotational (ad-hoc),
conditional (unique to vessel, operator or ship type)
and campaign (a target area of concern) questions
will be created for each vessel inspection. In another
key development, every question in the inspection
report will be assessed in relation to equipment,
processes and human factors.

This approach will allow inspections to be
completed more efficiently and enable ‘grades’
of reporting from positive to negative, providing
more detailed marine assurance data for identifying
and addressing root causes of deficiencies or
problems onboard. Use of tablet devices will also
enable Inspectors to submit photographic evidence
to support findings and allow GPS tracking and
auto-logging of inspection start and finish times.
Enhanced governance processes will ensure greater
transparency and control for OCIMF and other
parties involved in the programme, with stringent
compliance requirements enhancing accountability.

Robert Drysdale, Managing Director, OCIMF,
comments:“Replacing SIRE with a new, improved
and altogether more comprehensive SIRE 2.0
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regime from next year will mark a significant
change for industry - but this change will deliver
tangible benefits by enhancing our ability to ensure
safety and best practice across the global tanker
fleet. SIRE has served industry well, improving
standards of safety onboard, but with more
sophisticated risk management tools and resources
available, SIRE 2.0 will ensure that this crucial ship
inspection programme can continue to evolve
in-step with the changing nature of risk in our
industry.”

OCIMF has been working on this project to
develop SIRE 2.0 since 2017. Three working groups
responsible for governance, inspection and
technology report to a steering group that is tasked
with delivering the new programme.

The SIRE 2.0 regime is expected to become
operational from Q2 2022. Until then, the current
SIRE programme will continue to be updated and
improved to incorporate the latest standards, best
practice and regulations.

Sam Megwa, Programmes Director, OCIMF, adds:
“The SIRE 2.0 programme, processes, policies and
procedures have now been developed, including
the IT software that facilitates the new regime,
and a programme of trial inspections is currently
underway. We recognise the significance of this
change and have been working closely with the
OCIMF membership, users of the existing SIRE
programme and Inspectors as well as industry
partners and peers in developing the programme.
We have drawn upon their expertise and feedback
to build a more robust, accurate and intelligent
inspection process that will benefit all.

There is still much work to be done and the
coming months will be critical, but we have absolute
confidence that SIRE 2.0 will transform the industry’s
ability to protect people and the environment from
harm. We look forward to continuing to work with
our stakeholders to manage this change.”

Source: www.tankeroperatorcom
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WORID’S FIRST
LIQUEFIED-HY DROGEN
CARRIER UNVEILED

WORLD'S FIRST LIQUEFIED-HYDROGEN CARRIER

Kawasaki Heavy Industries is leading the
race to transport what some say is the eco fuel
of the future.

A Japanese shipbuilder is leading the race
to transport what some say is the eco fuel of
the future. Kawasaki Heavy Industries has built
the world's first vessel dedicated to carrying
liquefied hydrogen.

The company says the Suiso Frontier can
hold enough of the material to fill about 15,000

fuel-cell vehicles.

It's planning a test run by the end of the
current fiscal year to bring liquefied hydrogen
from Australia to Japan.

Hydrogen emits no carbon dioxide. The
Japanese government wants to increase the
country’s use of it 10-fold to around 20 million
tons a year by 2050.

Source: www.tankeroperatorcom
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AUTONOMOUS SHIPS:
REGULATORY
SCOPING EXERCISE
COMPLETED

IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee finalizes its analysis
of ship safety treaties, to assess next steps for requlating
Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS).

The Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), at its 103rd
session in May 2021, has completed a requlatory scoping
exercise to analyze relevant ship safety treaties, in order
to assess how Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS)
could be regulated.

The completion of the scoping exercise represents an all
important first step, paving the way to focused discussions
to ensure that requlation will keep pace with technological
developments.

The scoping exercise was initiated in 2017 to determine
how safe, secure and environmentally sound MASS
operations might be addressed in IMO instruments.

The exercise involved assessing a substantial number
of IMO treaty instruments under the remit of the MSC
and identifying provisions which applied to MASS and
prevented MASS operations; or applied to MASS and do not
prevent MASS operations and require no actions; or applied
to MASS and do not prevent MASS operations but may
need to be amended or clarified, and/or may contain gaps;
or have no application to MASS operations.

Varying degrees of autonomy were considered: crewed
ship with automated processes and decision support
(Degree One); remotely controlled ship with seafarers
on board (Degree Two); remotely controlled ship without
seafarers on board (Degree Three); and fully autonomous
ship (Degree Four).

The safety treaties assessed include the SOLAS
Convention and various codes made mandatory under
SOLAS (Casualty Investigation, Enhanced Survey
Programme (ESP), Fire Safety Systems (FSS), Fire Test
Procedures (FTP), Bulk Chemical (IBC), Gas Carrier
(1GQ), Solid Bulk Cargoes (IMSBC), Dangerous Goods
(IMDG), Carriage of Irradiated Nuclear Fuel (INF), Intact
Stability, International Safety Management (ISM), Ship
and Port Facility Security (ISPS), Grain, Polar, Recognized
Organizations (RO)); collision regulations (COLREG); Load
Lines Convention and 1988 Protocol; Convention on Safe
Containers (CSC); STCW Convention and Code, as well
as STCW-F Convention; search and rescue (1979 SAR
Convention); tonnage measurement (Tonnage 1969) and
the Code of Safe Practice for Cargo Stowage and Securing
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(CSS Code) and IMO Instruments Implementation Code (Il
Code).

The outcome of the regulatory scoping exercise was
discussed and completed by the MASS Working Group
which met during MSC 103.

For each provision, the exercise identified whether MASS
could potentially be regulated by: equivalences as provided
for by the instruments or developing interpretations; and/
or amending existing instruments; and/or developing a new
instrument; or none of the above as a result of the analysis.

The outcome highlights a number of high-priority issues,
cutting across several instruments that would need to be
addressed at a policy level to determine future work.

These involve the development of MASS terminology
and definitions, including an internationally agreed
definition of MASS and clarifying the meaning of the term
“master”, “crew” or “responsible person”, particularly in
Degrees Three (remotely controlled ship) and Four (fully
autonomous ship).

Other key issues include addressing the functional and
operational requirements of the remote-control station/
center and the possible designation of a remote operator
as seafarer.

Further common potential gaps and themes identified
across several safety treaties related to provisions
containing manual operations and alarms on the
bridge; provisions related to actions by personnel (such
as firefighting, cargoes stowage and securing and
maintenance); watchkeeping; implications for search and
rescue; and information required to be on board for safe
operation.

The Committee noted that the best way forward
to address MASS in the IMO regulatory framework
could, preferably, be in a holistic manner through the
development of a goal-based MASS instrument. Such
an instrument could take the form of a “MASS Code”,
with goal(s), functional requirements and corresponding
regulations, suitable for all four degrees of autonomy, and
addressing the various gaps and themes identified by the
RSE.

The Committee invited Member States to submit
proposals on how to achieve the best way forward to a
future session of the MSC.

The outcome of the MSC’s regulatory scoping exercise,
as approved by the Committee, including the full analysis
of treaties, can be found as an annex to the report of MSC
103 (MSC103/21/Add.], annex 8) and can also be found
in circular MSC1/Circ1639 (Outcome of the Regulatory
Scoping Exercise for the use of Maritime Autonomous
Surface Ships (MASS)).

Source: IMO website



1 January 2023. This means that the first annual
reporting on carbon intensity will be completed in
2023, with the first rating given in 2024.

Review by 1 January 2026

A review clause requires the IMO to review the
effectiveness of the implementation of the ClI
and EEXI requirements, by 1 January 2026 at the
latest, and, if necessary, develop and adopt further
amendments.

The Committee also agreed to keep under review
the impacts on States of the aforesaid amendments to
MARPOL Annex VI, paying particular attention to the
needs of developing countries, especially LDCs and

SIDS, so that any necessary adjustments can be made.

Amendments to MARPOL - prohibiting HFO in the
Arctic

The MEPC adopted amendments to MARPOL Annex
| (addition of a new regulation 43A) to introduce a
prohibition on the use and carriage for use as fuel of
heavy fuel oil (HFO) by ships in Arctic waters on and
after 1 July 2024.

The prohibition will cover the use and carriage for
use as fuel of oils having a density at 15°C higher than
900 kg/m3 or a kinematic viscosity at 50°C higher
than 180 mm2/s. Ships engaged in securing the safety
of ships, or in search and rescue operations, and ships
dedicated to oil spill preparedness and response would
be exempted. Ships which meet certain construction
standards with regard to oil fuel tank protection would
need to comply on and after 1 July 2029.

A Party to MARPOL with a coastline bordering Arctic
waters may temporarily waive the requirements for
ships flying its flag while operating in waters subject
to that Party's sovereignty or jurisdiction, up to 1 July
2029.

Amendments to MARPOL Annexes | and IV
concerning the exemption of UNSP barges from
survey and certification requirements

The MEPC adopted amendments to draft
amendments to MARPOL Annexes | and IV concerning
the exemption of UNSP barges from survey and
certification requirements.

The amendment specifies that the Administration
may exempt a UNSP barge from the annual survey
and certification requirements, for a period not
exceeding 5 years provided that the UNSP barge has
undergone a survey to confirm that certain conditions
are met.

The amendments also provide the form for the
International Oil Pollution Exemption Certificate for
Unmanned Non-self-propelled Barges. The MEPC

also approved a related circular on guidelines for
exemption of UNSP barges.

Amendments to AFS Convention - cybutrene

The MEPC adopted amendments to the IMO
Convention for the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling
Systems on Ships (AFS Convention), to include
controls on the biocide cybutryne.

The AFS Convention already prohibits the use of
biocides using organotin compounds.

Underwater noise - further work to begin

The Committee agreed to commence further
work on underwater noise form ships. The MEPC
agreed to include a new output on review of the 2014
Guidelines for the reduction of underwater noise from
commercial shipping to address adverse impacts on
marine life (MEPC./Circ.833) and identification of next
steps.

The Sub-Committee on Ship Design and
Construction (SDC) has been assigned to coordinate
the work since the review of the Guidelines mainly
relates to technical issues, with a target completion
year of 2023.

A significant portion of the underwater noise
generated by human activity may be related to
commercial shipping. The international community
recognizes that underwater-radiated noise from
commercial ships may have both short and long-term
negative consequences on marine life, especially
marine mammals.

Air pollution and energy efficiency

The MEPC:

® Approved adopted amendments to the Guidance
for best practice for member state/coastal state
including the indicative example of license for
bunkering;

® Approved a Work Plan to progress the work on the
Shaft/Engine Power Limitation concept;

® Adopted amendments to the Guidelines for
determining minimum propulsion power to maintain
the manoeuvrability of ships in adverse conditions;
and

® Adopted amendments to the 2018 Guidelines
on the method of calculation of the attained energy
efficiency design index (EEDI) for new ships.

Postponed items

Due to a lack of time, a number of items were
postponed to the next session, including outputs
from the Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and
Response (PPR 8).

Source: IMO websitge
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® Development of amendments to SOLAS
regulation |1-1/3-4 to apply requirements for
emergency towing equipment for tankers to
other types of ships.

® Revision of the 2010 FTP Code to allow for
new fire protection systems and materials.

® Revision of the Interim explanatory notes
addressing the safe return to port (MSC.1/
Circ1369) and related circulars.

® Development of an entrant training manual
for PSC personnel.

® Development of guidance in relation to
the IMO Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS)
to assist in the implementation of the IMO
Instruments Implementation Code (Il Code) by
Member States.

Approval/adoption of other guidance and
guidelines

Among other issues, the MSC also:

® Approved amendments to the International
Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue
(IAMSAR) Manual.

® Approved Guidelines for safety measures
for fishing vessels of 24m in length and over
operating in polar waters.

® Approved Guidelines for pleasure yachts of
300 gross tonnage and above not engaged in
trade operating in polar waters.

® Approved MSC.1/Circ1318/Rev.] on the
revised guidelines for the maintenance and
inspections of fixed carbon dioxide fire-
extinguishing systems.

® Approved MSC.1/Circ.797/Rev.35 on the
List of competent persons maintained by the
Secretary-General pursuant to section A-1/7 of
the STCW Code.

® Established a Correspondence Group
on Dissemination of MSI and SAR-related
information, to consider the mandatory use
of all recognized mobile satellite services
providing services within the service area for
dissemination of information by MSI and SAR
information providers; and consider options
to address cost implications for MSI and SAR
information providers; the group to report to
MSC 105

Source: IMO website

MARINE ENVIRONMENT
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SESSION)

Reduction of GHG emissions from shipping
measures adopted

The MEPC adopted amendments to the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
(MARPOL) Annex VI that will require ships to reduce
their greenhouse gas emissions. These amendments
combine technical and operational approaches to
improve the energy efficiency of ships, in line with the
targets established in the 2018 Initial IMO Strategy for
Reducing GHG Emissions from Ships and also provide
important building blocks for future GHG reduction
measures.

The new measures will require all ships to calculate
their Energy Efficiency Existing Ship Index (EEXI)
following technical means to improve their energy
efficiency and to establish their annual operational
carbon intensity indicator (ClI) and ClI rating. Carbon
intensity links the GHG emissions to the transport work
of ships.

Attained and required Energy Efficiency Existing
Ship Index (EEXI)

The attained Energy Efficiency Existing Ship Index
(EEXD) is required to be calculated for ships of 400 gt
and above, in accordance with the different values set
for ship types and size categories.

Annual operational carbon intensity indicator (CIl)
and Cll rating

The amendments apply to ships of 5,000 gross
tonnage and above (the ships already subject to the
requirement for data collection system for fuel oil
consumption of ships). These ships are required to
have determined their required annual operational
carbon intensity indicator (CII).

Ships will get a rating of their energy efficiency
(A, B, C, D, E - where Ais the best), which will be
incorporated in their mandatory Statement of
Compliance to be issued by the Administration.
Administrations, port authorities and other
stakeholders as appropriate are also encouraged to
provide incentives to ships rated as A or B.

Entry into force

The amendments to MARPOL Annex VI (adopted in a
consolidated revised Annex VI) are expected to enter
into force on 1 November 2022, with the requirements
for EEXI and ClI certification coming into effect from



via MSC circular of the 4th version of The
Guidelines on Cyber Security Onboard Ships
(jointly prepared by industry NGOs) and
approved an update to the MSC-FAL Guidelines
on maritime cyber risk management to include
a reference to the guidelines (subject to
endorsement by the Facilitation Committee).

Piracy and armed robbery against ships

The MSC held discussions in a working group
to bring all interested stakeholders together to
address the escalating incidents of piracy and
armed robbery in the Gulf of Guinea.

The Committee adopted a resolution on
recommended action to address piracy and
armed robbery in the Gulf of Guined, which
calls for increased collaboration and action
to tackle an escalation in the number and
severity of attacks in the Gulf of Guinea region,
which threatens the lives and well-being of
seafarers and the safety of shipping.

The MSC also developed a draft Assembly
resolution, for adoption at the 32nd IMO
Assembly in December 2021, updating the
previous resolution A1069(28) on Prevention
and suppression of piracy, armed robbery
against ships and illicit maritime activity in the
Gulf of Guinea.

Based on reports submitted to IMO, in 2020,
the number of incidents taking place in the
Gulf of Guinea (West Africa) increased to 87
(up by 20 compared to 2019), with a total of 112
crew members reported as kidnapped/missing.
This represented a significant proportion of
the total 226 incidents of piracy and armed
robbery against ships occurred or attempted
in 2020 globally. To date, in 2021, 23 incidents
have been reported in the West Africa region.
A working group is expected to be established
to afford all Gulf of Guinea stakeholders the
opportunity to discuss how best to ensure
seafarers’ safety in the region.

Detecting and reporting containers lost at
sea

The MSC considered, among numerous other
proposals for new work items, a proposal to
address the problem of containers lost at
sea. This is in the context of recent incidents
involving large numbers of containers lost
at sea and IMO Action plan to address
marine plastic litter from ships, which calls
for consideration of the establishment of

a compulsory mechanism to declare loss
of containers at sea and identify number
of losses, in order to reduce safety and
environmental consequences of container
losses.

The MSC agreed to include a new output
(for 2022-2023) on "Development of measures
regarding the detection and mandatory
reporting of containers lost at sea that may
enhance the positioning, tracking and recovery
of such containers”, with two sessions needed
to complete the item, coordinated by the
Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes
and Containers (CCC) and in association
with the Sub-Committee for Navigation,
Communications and Search and Rescue
(NCSR), as and when requested by the CCC
Sub-Committee.

Addressing fires on container ships

The MSC agreed to include in the biennial
(2022-2023) agenda of the Sub-Committee
on Ship Systems and Equipment (SSE),

a new agenda item on "Development of
amendments to SOLAS chapter I1-2 and the
FSS Code concerning detection and control

of fires in cargo holds and on the cargo deck
of containerships”, with a target completion
year of 2025, in association with the CCC Sub-
Committee as and when requested by the SSE
Sub-Committee.

The move followed discussion of a number
of submissions proposing to specifically
address container ship fires. The MSC noted,
in particular, the need for a holistic risk-based
approach and prioritization of risk prevention
and mitigation enhancement when developing
amendments.

Other new outputs

The MSC also agreed to new outputs on:

® Review of the IGC Code.

® Revision of the 1979, 1989 and 2009 MODU
Codes and associated MSC circulars to prohibit
the use of materials containing asbestos,
including control of storage of such materials
on board.

® Development of amendments to SOLAS
chapters IV and V and performance standards
and guidelines to introduce VHF Data Exchange
System (VDES).

® Development of performance standards for
a digital navigational data system (NAVDAT).
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Regulations on Domestic Ferry Safety,

subject to ongoing review. The draft model
regulations are intended to provide framework
provisions on domestic ferry safety that can
be incorporated into national law. The model
regulations are focused solely on safety and
do not make any provisions for issues such as
facilitation, security or pollution.

The MSC invited the IMO International
Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) to note the
developments and to develop a curriculum,
or take other appropriate steps, whereby
interested IMLI students may undertake
assignments on incorporating the model
regulations into domestic legislation of their
respective countries.

The Committee noted an updated work plan
submitted by the Secretariat which envisages
approval/adoption of the model regulation
by the MSC in 2022, as well as development
of online training material on domestic ferry
safety.

The Committee noted an updated work plan
submitted by the Secretariat which envisages
approval/adoption of the model regulation
by the MSC in 2022, as well as development
of online training material on domestic ferry
safety.

The Committee agreed to establish a
Working Group on Domestic Ferry Safety
at MSC 104 to further develop the model
regulations (using MSC 103/8 document on
measures to improve domestic ferry safety as
basic document) and invited Member States
and interested parties to make suggestions on
amendments to the model regulations to MSC
104.

A 'list of observed and potential gaps in
domestic ferry safety was endorsed. The
list of issues for domestic ferry safety which
need to be addressed include, among
others, overcrowding, lack of compliance
and inadequate maintenance. The list was
developed by IMO Secretariat following
a broad survey of information related to
domestic ferry safety available in the public
domain (covering incidents reported from
January 2017 to June 2019).

IMO Secretariat has been working with other
stakeholders to address the pressing matter of
domestic ferry safety, including INTERFERRY

and the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). A
number of regional meetings have addressed
domestic ferry safety.

The Committee endorsed the Bangkok
Declaration on Enhancing Domestic Ferry
Safety in Asia and the Pacific Region and
the Development of Model Regulations on
Domestic Ferry Safety, which was the outcome
of the Expert Group Meeting on Improving
Domestic Ferry Safety in Support of Safe
Maritime Connectivity in Asia and the Pacific,
which met virtually in March 2020.

The Committee also endorsed the outcome
of the regional workshop on safety of domestic
ferries and non-convention ships, held in
Lagos, Nigeria in October 2019, which supports
the development of explanatory notes to the
framework Model Regulations on Domestic
Ferry Safety.

Measures to enhance maritime security

The Committee considered recent
developments on maritime security, noting
that IMO is an implementing partner in a new
four-year EU funded project on "Port Security
and Safety of Navigation in Eastern and
Southern Africa and the Indian Ocean” and
will also be implementing a similar EU-funded
project in the Red Sea.

SOLAS Contracting Governments were
encouraged to ensure information provided
in the publicly accessible GISIS module
on maritime security were up-to-date; and
to develop effective maritime security
governance structures, including national
maritime security committees and strategies,
and to strengthen these where they already
exist. They were urged to continue to
effectively implement, in partnership with
industry, IMO security measures, including
SOLAS chapter XI-2 and the ISPS Code, taking
into account new and emerging security
threats, and to request IMO's technical
assistance, as appropriate.

States were also encouraged to consider
donating to the International Maritime Security
Trust (IMST) Fund to support the continued
delivery of technical assistance under the
global programme for the enhancement of
maritime security.

The Committee approved the dissemination



national authorities prioritize their seafarers,
as far as practicable, in their national COVID-19
vaccination programmes (taking into account
the WHO SAGE Roadmap); and also proper
consideration of extending COVID-19 vaccines
to seafarers of other nationalities, taking into
account their national vaccines supply.

Member States are further recommended
to consider exempting seafarers from any
national policy requiring proof of COVID-19
vaccination as a condition for entry, taking into
account that seafarers should be designated
as “key workers”, as they travel across borders
frequently.

Regulatory scoping exercise on Maritime
Autonomous Surface Ships

The MSC completed the regulatory scoping
exercise (RSE) for the use of Maritime
Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS) and
approved a circular providing the outcome.
(MSC1/Circ1640 on Outcome of the Regulatory
Scoping Exercise for the use of Maritime
Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS)).

This represents an important first step,
paving the way for focused discussions
to ensure that regulation keeps pace with
technological developments.

In terms of the next steps, the Committee
agreed that proposals for new outputs would
be needed to address the various gaps in IMO
instruments identified in the RSE and invited
interested Member States to submit such
proposals to a future session of the Committee.

Development of further measures to enhance
the safety of ships relating to the use of oil fuel

The Committee established a working group
to look at a number of safety issues related
to oil fuel, building on work carried out by a
correspondence group.

Good progress was made in developing
relevant mandatory SOLAS requirements
relating to reporting of cases where fuel
suppliers do not meet SOLAS requirements
and on action against such fuel suppliers.
Progress was also noted by the Committee in
developing regulations for the documentation
of the flashpoint of the actual fuel batch when
bunkering.

The working group also continued the
development on a list of issues to be
addressed by guidelines for ships to address

situations where indicative test results suggest
that the oil fuel supplied may not comply with
flashpoint requirements.

The need for collaboration between the
MSC and Marine Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC) was highlighted during the
deliberation.

On the issue of licensing schemes for bunker
suppliers, the Committee invited Member
States to consider the implementation of
licensing schemes for bunker suppliers
operating in their jurisdiction.

The MSC re-established a correspondence
group to:

® further develop, with a view towards
finalization, draft SOLAS amendments relating
to reporting of confirmed cases where oil fuel
suppliers have failed to meet IMO flashpoint
requirements; and draft SOLAS amendments
on actions against oil fuel suppliers that have
been found to deliver oil fuel that does not
comply with minimum flashpoint requirements;

® further develop mandatory requirements
regarding the documentation of the flashpoint
of the actual fuel batch when bunkering;

® further develop the guidelines for ships to
address situations where indicative test results
suggest that the oil fuel supplied may not
comply with SOLAS regulation I1-2/4.2.1 (which
says that no fuel oil with a flashpoint lower
than 60 degrees Centigrade shall be used,
unless specifically permitted);

® collect information on and consider
possible measures related to oil fuel
parameters other than flashpoint; and

@ submit a written report to MSC 105
(meeting in the first half of 2022).

Following discussion, the MSC endorsed an
updated work plan. This would see finalization
of measures related to the flashpoint of
fuel oil by MSC 105 (2022) and finalization
of measures to enhance the safety of ships
relating to the use of fuel oil by MSC 106
(2023).

The 2020 sulphur limit MARPOL regulations
came into force on 1 January 2020, leading
to new fuel blends coming on the market,
including very low sulphur fuel oils.

Domestic ferry safety

The Committee approved, in principle
the basic structure of framework Model
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MARITIME SAFETY
COMMITTEE, 103¢ SESSION
MSC 103)

The 103rd session of IMO’s Maritime Safety
Committee (MSC) met in remote session from
5to 14 May 2021.

MSC 103 Highlights:

1. Adoption of amendment

2. COVID-19 matter

3. Regulatory scoping exercise on Maritime
Autonomous Surface Ships

4. Further measures to enhance the safety of
ships relating to the use of oil fuel

5. Measures to enhance maritime security

6. Piracy and armed robbery against ships

7. Domestic ferry safety

8. Containers lost at sea

9. Container ship fires

10. Other matters

Adoption of amendments

The Committee adopted amendments to the
following instruments:

® amendments to the International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
(SOLAS) regulation 11/33 and the LSA Code,
aiming to remove the applicability of the
requirements to launch free-fall lifeboats
to test their strength with the ship making
headway at speeds up to 5 knots in calm water
on cargo ships of 20,000 GT and above. The
expected entry into force date is 1 January
2024. The MSC also approved a related
circular on voluntary early implementation
of the draft amendments to SOLAS chapter
Il and the LSA Code, which encourages
Governments to implement the requirements
earlier, on a voluntary basis.

® the Revised recommendation on testing of
life-saving appliances (resolution MSC.81(70)),
consequential to the adoption of the
amendments to SOLAS regulation l11/33 and
the LSA Code.

a new draft SOLAS regulation I1-1/25-1,
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requiring water level detectors on multiple
hold cargo ships other than bulk carriers and
tankers. The expected entry into force date is 1
January 2024.

® International Convention on Standards
of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping
for Seafarers (STCW), adding the definition
of “high-voltage” in STCW regulation I/1. The
expected entry into force date is 1 January
2023.

® section A-1/1 of the STCW Code, including
the capacity “electro-technical officer” in
the definition of “operational level”, as a
consequential amendment to the introduction
of this capacity as part of the 2010 Manila
Amendments. The expected entry into force
date is 1 January 2023.

® chapter 9 of the International Code for
Fire Safety Systems (FSS Code), relating to
fault isolation requirements for individually
identifiable fire detector systems installed, in
lieu of section identifiable fire detector systems
on cargo ships and passenger ship cabin
balconies; and clarifying the acceptability of
less complex and costly section identifiable
fault isolation for individually identifiable fire
detector systems. The expected entry into
force date is 1 January 2024.

® the International Code on the Enhanced
Programme of Inspections during Surveys of
Bulk Carriers and Oil Tankers, 2011 (ESP Code),
relating to thickness measurements at the first
renewal survey of double hull oil tanker. The
expected entry into force date is 1 January
2023.

COVID-19 matters

The MSC adopted a resolution on
“Recommended action to prioritize COVID-19
vaccination of seafarers”. This resolution
recommends that Member States and relevant



ships colliding, oil spill accidents, contraband
or smuggling problems involving two or
more nations, aspects related to building of
ships and naval vessels and any other event
pertaining to marine areas, the help of a
maritime expert witness is needed.

Maritime expert witnesses are known for
their expertise because they can provide
valuable help by just reconstructing points
rather than be a physical witness to a said
event or accident. It is this mental expertise
that makes them as precious as a physical
witness in the counterpart of maritime law.

A Maritime lawyer is the person who benefits
the most with the help of a maritime expert
witness. Considering that major areas of
oceanic waters are inaccessible to common
men, it becomes important that a marine
law-court takes the aid of a maritime expert
witness into consideration. Like in the oil
spill in Louisiana, it would have been almost
impossible for any common men to have
noticed the oil spill promptly. Therefore in a
marine law-court, experts are brought to state
the case - either for or against and through
their presentation of understanding the event
or incident, correct judgment is provided.

Also, because maritime law involves the
presence of so many different countries,
it becomes important on the grounds of
impartiality and fairness that a maritime
lawyer employ the services of a maritime
expert witness who will be able to provide
expertise in the fairest of manner.

When it comes to shipping companies, it
is important that the right kind of maritime
witness is employed. Because when you take
shipping companies, it is not just two business
concerns involved, but also the matter of two
separate nations also being involved. Therefore
it becomes important that a very reliable
maritime expert witness is chosen and that no
party is victimized unnecessarily.

In today’s times employing a maritime
expert witness is something that any dealing
with maritime law needs to be done. This is
because, a maritime expert witness offers not
just expertise, but he also offers the guidance
to go on the right path after understanding
what the experts feel or think about any issue.

Such guidance, in-turn helps not just maritime
lawyers and their clients, but also justice to
prevail rightfully in the end.

What Is a Maritime Expert Witness?

A maritime expert witness is a person who
possesses knowledge of matters relating to
the construction of ships, marine shipping,
or navigation and who offers this expertise
in a court of law. They prepare an analysis
of situations and present the information to
attorneys, judges and juries. They offer general
insight on the cause of an accident, reconstruct
the events of an accident and determine
environmental threats. They also may be
called upon to analyze the cause of personal
injury suits and product liability suits.

An expert witness is a person who has
specific knowledge in a given field and is
called to testify in a court of law. The court
permits this person to testify without having
been present at the scene of the crime due
to specialized training or experience in a
given field. Unlike other witnesses, who are
only permitted to give testimony based
on observed facts, an expert witness gives
technical testimony based primarily on
expertise and opinions. The court allows either
the prosecuting or defense attorneys to use
such testimony to support claims made by the
prosecution or the defense.

A maritime expert witness analyzes the
cause of marine causalities and personal
injuries during litigation for either the
defendant or the plaintiff. A maritime expert
witness may also be called to testify in
environmental cases and offer analysis on the
threat of hazardous materials such as lead,
toxic PCBs and other toxic metals either aboard
the ship or at the ship yard.

A maritime expert witness may be called
upon to recreate the technical events causing
an accident. An expert witness can provide
testimony and analysis on the design,
construction, and operations to determine the
cause of the injury. A maritime expert witness
is instrumental in product liability cases and
can help determine whether an accident was
due to faulty ship design or construction,
management of the ship, or maritime
operations.
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MARITIME EXPERT WITNESS

Who is a Maritime Expert Witness?
A maritime expert witness is of utmost
importance when it comes to maritime law. A
maritime expert witness is generally a person
who is proficient in all aspects of marine areas
and whose opinion in a court of law is highly
valued and counted for.

When it comes to maritime law, it has to be
understood that the scope of maritime law is
very vast. In fact, in certain areas the scope of

maritime law might extend to several countries
connected by a common expanse of ocean or
sea. Moreover in matters relating to the oceans
or seas, it so happens that witnesses cannot
be expected to be present at the scene where
an incident or accident has taken place. It’s
only with the help of a maritime witness that
maritime lawyers can seek to provide absolute
and complete justice to their clients.

In cases relating to maritime accidents like
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