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ANNEX 9

RESOLUTION MEPC.347(78)
(adopted on 10 June 2022)

GUIDELINES FOR THE VERIFICATION AND COMPANY AUDITS BY THE
ADMINISTRATION OF PART Ill OF THE SHIP ENERGY EFFICIENCY MANAGEMENT
PLAN (SEEMP)

THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE,

RECALLING Article 38(a) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization
concerning the functions of the Marine Environment Protection Committee (the Committee)
conferred upon it by international conventions for the prevention and control of marine pollution
from ships,

NOTING that the Committee adopted, at its seventy-sixth session, by resolution
MEPC.328(76), the 2021 Revised MARPOL Annex VI which will enter into force on 1
November 2022,

NOTING IN PARTICULAR that the 2021 Revised MARPOL Annex VI (MARPOL Annex VI)
contains amendments concerning mandatory goal-based technical and operational measures
to reduce carbon intensity of international shipping,

NOTING FURTHER that regulation 26 of MARPOL Annex VI requires each ship to keep on
board a Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP), to be developed and reviewed,
taking into account the guidelines adopted by the Organization,

RECOGNIZING that the aforementioned amendments to MARPOL Annex VI require relevant
guidelines for uniform and effective implementation of the regulations and to provide sufficient
lead time for industry to prepare,

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its seventy-eighth session, draft Guidelines for the verification and
company audits by the Administration of part Ill of the Ship Energy Efficiency Management
Plan (SEEMP),

1 ADOPTS the Guidelines for the verification and company audits by the Administration
of part lll of the Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP), as set out in the annex to
the present resolution;

2 INVITES Administrations to take the annexed Guidelines into account when
developing and enacting national laws which give force to and implement requirements set
forth in regulation 26 of MARPOL Annex VI,

3 REQUESTS the Parties to MARPOL Annex VI and other Member Governments to
bring the annexed Guidelines to the attention of masters, seafarers, shipowners, ship
operators and any other interested parties;

4 AGREES to keep the Guidelines under review in light of experience gained with their
implementation, also taking into consideration that, in accordance with regulations 25.3
and 28.11 of MARPOL Annex VI, a review of the technical and operational measures to reduce
carbon intensity of international shipping shall be completed by 1 January 2026.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Guidelines for the verification and company audits by the Administration of part
Il of the Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP) have been developed to assist
Administrations with carrying out the verifications and company audits required by regulation
26.3.3 of MARPOL Annex VI.

1.2 The aim of these Guidelines is to:

A provide guidance to Administrations to effectively and efficiently carry out
verifications of, and company audits related to, the Ship Energy Efficiency
Management Plan (SEEMP) to ensure compliance with regulation 26.3 and
with regulation 28 of MARPOL Annex VI; and

2 ensure that the SEEMP includes the relevant elements in accordance with
regulation 26.3 of MARPOL Annex VI, as applicable, and that the SEEMP is
reliable, while minimizing the costs and associated burdens to the ship and
the Administration.

1.3 The verification of and the company audits related to the SEEMP may be carried out
by the Administration or an organization recognized by it.!

1.4 It should be noted that the Organization has adopted separate 2022 Guidelines for
Administration verification of ship fuel oil consumption data and operational carbon intensity
(resolution MEPC.348(78), adopted 10 June 2022).

2 DEFINITIONS
For the purpose of these Guidelines, the definitions in MARPOL Annex VI apply.
3 RESPONSIBILITIES

3.1 The responsibilities of Administrations and ships are set out in MARPOL Annex VI.
These Guidelines do not change those responsibilities or create any new obligations.

3.2 An Administration may authorize an organization to carry out verifications of, and
company audits related to, the SEEMP, and issue the Confirmation of Compliance, submit the
data to the Organization and perform other actions authorized by the Administration. In every
case, the Administration assumes full responsibility for all tasks conducted by the
Administration, or any organization duly authorized by it (hereinafter referred to as "the
Administration").

33 Verification of, and company audits related to, the SEEMP do not relieve the
company, management, those undertaking delegated SEEMP tasks, officers or seafarers of
their obligations as to compliance with those requirements in regulation 28 of MARPOL
Annex VI.

3.4 The company is responsible for:

A1 informing relevant personnel and those undertaking the delegated SEEMP
tasks about the content of the SEEMP;

Refer to the Code for Recognized Organizations (RO Code), as adopted by the Organization by resolution
MEPC.237(65), as may be amended by the Organization.
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2 appointing responsible members of staff to accompany the verifier; and
3 providing access and evidential materials as requested by the verifier.
4 VERIFICATION OF THE SEEMP AND DOCUMENTATION
4.1 To facilitate the verification, the Administration should indicate what documentation, if

any, the company should submit along with its SEEMP.
5 INITIAL, PERIODICAL, ADDITIONAL VERIFICATIONS AND COMPANY AUDITS

5.1 The verification and audit process for the SEEMP according to regulation 26.3.3 of
MARPOL Annex VI should normally involve the following:

A1 initial verification;
2 periodical verifications;
.3 additional verifications; and
A4 company audits.
5.2 The initial, periodical, additional verifications and company audits should be based on

documentary evidence.

Initial verification (regulation 5.4.6 of MARPOL Annex VI)

5.3 The Administration should perform an initial verification to ensure that for each ship
to which regulation 26.3 of MARPOL Annex VI applies, the SEEMP complies with regulation
26.3.1 of MARPOL Annex VI. In accordance with regulation 5.4.6 of MARPOL Annex VI, this
process must be done prior to 1 January 2023 for existing ships or before a new ship is put in
service.

54 On satisfactory assessment of the SEEMP part lll, the Administration can issue the
Confirmation of Compliance (sample format in the annex to this document).

Periodical verification (regulation 5.4.6 of MARPOL Annex VI)

5.5 If any of the elements in regulation 26.3.1 is updated, and in any case every three
years, the Administration should perform a periodical verification to ensure the SEEMP
complies with regulation 26.3.1 of MARPOL Annex VI in accordance with regulation 5.4.6 of
MARPOL Annex VI.

5.6 On satisfactory assessment of SEEMP part Ill, the Administration should issue the
Confirmation of Compliance (sample format in the annex to this document).

Additional verifications (regulation 6.8 of MARPOL Annex VI)
5.7 The Administration should, in the case of a ship rated as D for three consecutive years
or a ship rated as E, perform an additional verification to ensure that a plan of corrective actions

has been established in accordance with regulations 28.7 and 28.8.

5.8 On satisfactory verification of the plan of corrective actions, the Administration can
issue the Statement of Compliance according to regulation 6.8.
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Company audits

5.9 The Administration should, in accordance with regulation 26.3.3, perform periodical
company audits to:

A verify that the SEEMP for which the Confirmation of Compliance has
previously been issued complies with regulation 26.3.1 and, in the case of
non-compliance, require remedial action;

2 confirm that the ship is being operated in accordance with SEEMP part lll,
regardless of its rating;

3 verify the progress made in the (corrective) actions to be taken in the
execution of the three-year implementation plan and the plan of corrective
actions;

4 verify self-assessment and improvement of actions taken; and

5 verify the assignment of responsibilities related to the implementation and

monitoring of measures.

5.10 The periodical company audits may include annual audits of the company (company
audits) and verifications on board the ship (shipboard audits).

5.11 These additional shipboard verifications and company audits, if undertaken, should
be six months after the issuance of the Statement of Compliance at the latest.

6 ELEMENTS OF VERIFICATION
6.1 Verification could consist of, but not be limited to, the following elements:
A1 verification of the method of calculations of the Cll and that there is a proper

description of the method to report ship data to the Administration;

2 assessment of the effectiveness (of the combination) of measures, so that
when implemented the ship will with reasonable assurance achieve the
required annual operational ClI, including the goal as set in accordance with
paragraph 4.1.7 and 9.7 of the SEEMP Guidelines; and

.3 robustness of the three-year implementation plan and, where applicable, the
plan of corrective actions, including whether realistic timelines for
implementation of actions have been included.

7 COMBINATION WITH ISM AUDITS

7.1 Verification of implementation aspects of the SEEMP on board (monitoring,
self-evaluation and improvements, etc.) could be combined with the ISM audits.

7.2 The verifications may be carried out in accordance with guidelines on implementation
of the ISM Code referred to in Chapter 15 of the ISM Code.
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ANNEX
SAMPLE FORMAT FOR CONFIRMATION OF COMPLIANCE
CONFIRMATION OF COMPLIANCE - SEEMP PART Il

Issued under the provisions of the Protocol of 1997, as amended, to amend the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as maodified by the Protocol of
1978 related thereto (hereinafter referred to as "the Convention") under the authority of the
Government of:

(full designation of the competent person or organization authorized under the provisions of
the Convention)

Particulars of ship*
Name of Ship . .. ..o
Distinctive number or [etters. . . . . ...
IMO NUMbBIT. . .
Port Of registry . .. .o
GrOSS IONMNAGE. . . . o vttt et e e e e
SEEMP part lll date of revision, as applicable . . .............................

THIS IS TO CONFIRM:

Taking into account the 2022 Guidelines for the development of a Ship Energy Efficiency
Management Plan (SEEMP) adopted by resolution MEPC.346(78), the ship's SEEMP has
been developed and complies with regulation 26.3.1 of Annex VI of the Convention.

Date (dd/mm/iyyyy) . . ...
(date of issue) (signature of duly authorized official
issuing the Confirmation)
(seal or stamp of the authority, as appropriate)

Alternatively, the particulars of the ship may be placed horizontally in boxes.
In accordance with the IMO Ship Identification Number Scheme, adopted by the Organization by resolution A.1117(30).

*kk
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