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Figure 13 - The approval process of BWMS according to the IMO requirements
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Figure 14 - Type Approval Certificate of
Ballast Water Management System
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Approval Category

No. of Manufacturers

Ballast Water Management Systems that make use of Active
Substances which received Basic Approval from IMO

62

(1 Iranian Manufacturer)

Ballast Water Management Systems that make use of Active

Code (Resolution MEPC.279(70) or MEPC.300(72))

Substances which received Final Approval from IMO 47

Type Approvals for Ballast Water Management Systems that are
in accordance with Guidelines (G8) 78

(Resolutions MEPC.125(53) and MEPC.174(58))

Type Approvals for Ballast Water Management Systems that
are in accordance with the 2016 Guidelines (G8) or the BWMS 47

Updated i n December 2021 (IMO)
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Figure 15 - Rendition of the concept behind ballast-free ship design
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Figure 17. 18,700 m3 LNG Feeder & Bunker
vessel « Shear-Waten
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Figure 18. "Shear-water" Midship section
versus conventional vessel
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Figure 16 - Comparisonbetween Conventional
and Ballast-Free Bulk Carriers
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LR/ GUANGZHOU SHIPYARD
DESIGNING WORLD’S LARGEST
AMMONIA CARRIER

Joint project for GSI’s 100,000 cbm VLAC marked with a
ceremony at the Posidonia 2024 exhibition.

Lloyd’s Register (LR) and Guangzhou Shipyard International
(GSI) have signed a joint development project (JDP) for the
design of the world’s largest VLAC (Very Large Ammonia
Carrier) with a carrying capacity of 100,000 cbm.

The vessel will feature an independent IMO type B tank for
the safe storage of ammonia which is expected to optimise the
vessel’s operational efficiency.

The design was assessed according to LR’s Structural Design
Assessment & prescriptive analysis and, as part of the JDP,

LR provided GSI with its support as a trusted adviser during
discussions about ammonia fuel applications and future gas ship
developments, building upon this unique vessel design.

Nick Brown, Lloyd’s Register CEO, said: “LR is proud

to work with GSI on this historic design for the world’s
largest ammonia carrier. As major economies look to co-fire
Ammonia in their coal power stations to reduce the CO2
footprint of their national energy mix, shipping will play a key
role in distributing clean hydrogen-based commodities such
as ammonia, thereby supporting nations to meet their Paris
Agreement commitments.”

Chen Ji, Chairman of GSI, said: “GSI has a good reputation
in the market for innovation and a strong R&D ability to
develop different kinds of vessels. The 100,000 cbom VLAC
design was developed with input from our long-term partners
and an ammonia producer. Thanks to the trust extended by all
parties, especially the support from LR, GSI has developed the
largest VLAC design in the world.”

Source: www.tankeroperator.com

IMO COUNCIL STEPS UP ACTION
ON TRANSPARENCY AND
ACCESS TO INFORMATION

The IMO Council has decided to live-stream its plenary
meetings and make its documents accessible to the public, in a
bid to boost transparency in the Organization.

Meeting in London from 8§ to 12 July for its 132nd session,
the Council took a series of decisions to modernize its approach
and operations.

These include:

® Live-streaming plenary sessions of Council

® Releasing Council documents and summaries of decisions
to the public

@ Permanently establishing hybrid capabilities to enable for
virtual and in-person participation in meetings

@ Enhancing multilingualism through a Strategic Framework
for Multilingualism

The Council noted the ongoing progress on upgrading and
improving the IMO’s Global Integrated Shipping Information
System (GISIS). GISIS is a comprehensive online hub for the

collection, processing and sharing of shipping-related data.

“My efforts continue on the modernization and transparency
of IMO,” Secretary-General Mr. Arsenio Dominguez stated in
his opening remarks.

“I will continue to seek efficiencies, from restructuring,
to the best use of our financial assets, recruitment and the
building facilities, to name a few, while I invest in those
who make all these possible - the professional staff of the
Secretariat.”

The Council is the executive organ of IMO and is
responsible, under the Assembly, for supervising the work of
the Organization. The Council is made up of 40 Member States,
elected by the Assembly for two-year terms.

The session was chaired by Mr. Victor Jimenez Fernandez
of Spain, supported by Mrs. Amane Fethallah of Morocco as
Vice-Chair.

Source: IMO website
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PLANS FOR AMMONIA TERMI-
NAL IN HAMBURG

On 12 July, energy company Mabanaft submitted the
approval documents for the planned construction of an
ammonia import terminal in Hamburg to the Hamburg
Authority of Environment, Climate, Energy and Agriculture
(BUKEA). The ammonia import terminal will be built on
Mabanaft’s existing tank terminal Blumensand in the Port of
Hamburg and will be used in particular to expand the hydrogen
supply.

Permit application under the German Federal Immission
Control Act (Bundesimmissionsschutzgesetz, abbreviated:
BImSchG)

Subject to approval under the BImSchG, one of Mabanaft’s
main construction measures includes restructuring the existing
Blumensand tank storage facilities, which is wholly owned by
Mabanaft’s tank storage division, so that ammonia could also be
imported, stored, and processed there in the future. This would
require demolishing two large petroleum storage tanks. The
permit application submission brings Mabanaft one step closer
to realising its ammonia import terminal.

Ammonia import terminal can make significant
contribution to energy transition

Philipp Kroepels, Director New Energy at Mabanaft: “With
the planned import terminal in the Port of Hamburg, we have
the opportunity to implement yet another piece of the energy
transition and bring it to Hamburg.” He adds: ”Our import
terminal aims to make innovative energy solutions, such as
ammonia, available for shipping and for further processing into
hydrogen.”

Several actions were required prior to submission

As part of the permitting process, Mabanaft was invited
by BUKEA to participate in a scoping meeting with
authority representatives and other parties in January 2024.
The purpose of the scoping meeting was to determine the
scope of the voluntary Environmental Impact Assessment
(Umweltvertraglichkeitspriifung, abbreviated: UVP) and
the documents to be submitted to BUKEA. In the spring
and summer of 2023, Mabanaft also successfully completed
an application conference and a HazID analysis to identify
potential nautical risks.

About the planned ammonia import terminal in
Hamburg

In November 2022, Mabanaft announced in the presence
of the German Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and
Climate Action Dr Robert Habeck and Hamburg’s First Mayor
Dr Peter Tschentscher, that it intends to build facilities for the
import and handling of ammonia on the site of its existing
Blumensand tank terminal in the Port of Hamburg. As part of
the project, Mabanaft would be responsible for, among other
things, the modification of the existing jetty, the demolition
of two existing large tanks, the construction of a new tank for
the storage of ammonia and the installation of pipelines for the
transport of ammonia from the jetty to the ammonia storage
tank. The facilities are scheduled to come on stream in 2027.
Mabanaft’s investment volume is in the triple-digit million
range.

Source: www.tankeroperator.com

CRUDE OIL. TANKER MARKET
GRAPPLING WITH AGEING
FLEKT

The crude oil tanker market is grappling with an ageing fleet
of vessels which need to be replaced, posing a challenge as
shipyards are focused on building other types of ships.

The crude tanker market, including VLCC supertankers, has
remained strong in recent months partly due to longer voyages
made by some vessels sailing via southern Africa amid Red Sea
attacks by the Houthis, which has tightened availability.

In addition, up to 850 tankers are estimated to have left
conventional trading to transport sanctioned oil including from

14

Russia, Iran and Venezuela as part of the so-called shadow fleet.
“The market is grappling with an ageing (tanker) fleet that
will need to be replaced,” Andrea Olivi, head of wet freight for

Trafigura, told Reuters.

“The big shipyards are currently focused on building large
container and LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) ships rather than
VLCC vessels,” he said on the sidelines of the Posidonia
shipping week in Athens.

Source: www.tankeroperator.com
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LLR APPROVAL FOR HD KOREA
FOR AMMONIA FUEL SUPPLY
SYSTEM

HD KSOE’s ammonia fuel supply system receives its first
approval in principle from a classification society

Lloyd’s Register (LR) has granted Approval in Principle
(AiP) to HD Korea Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering (HD
KSOE) for their ammonia fuel supply system, which will be
used on ammonia new constructions.

The newly developed ammonia fuel supply system shows
complete compatibility with high-efficiency cargo handling
systems and ammonia engines.

The approval certifies the fuel supply system against LR’s
rigorous risk-based certification (RBC-1) process and marks
the successful conclusion of a Joint Development Project (JDP)
between LR and HD KSOE, which began in April 2024.

The primary objective of the JDP was to develop and refine
the design concept of an ammonia fuel supply system for
ammonia-fueled vessels. The AiP represents the substantial
step that LR and HD KSOE have taken towards pioneering
innovative solutions for emission reduction in the maritime
industry.

Ammonia, with its capacity to meet the rising demand
for emission reduction solutions, represents a promising

alternative fuel for the maritime industry. This fuel supply
system addresses the pressing need for sustainable fuel
solutions, significantly contributing to efforts aimed at reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from the global fleet.

Young-Doo Kim, Global Technical Support Office
Representative for Korea, Lloyd’s Register said: “This approval
in principle represents another significant step for developing
the technology required for shipowners and operators’ adoption
of ammonia, one of the primary candidate fuels for the maritime
energy transition. We are pleased to continue our strong
working relationship with HD KSOE through this joint project
that will provide a valuable solution for ammonia propelled
ships.”

Young-jun Nam, Vice Present & COO of HD KSOE
said: “Ammonia is a zero-carbon fuel that is attracting great
attention in terms of economics and supply stability. HD
Korea Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering will lead the field
of eco-friendly equipment and materials to take the lead in
commercializing ammonia in 2025.”

Source: www.tankeroperator.com

QATAR SHIPYARD RECEIVES
REMOTE SURVEY APPROVAL
FROM ABS

As part of a pioneering Joint Development Project (JDP),
leading Marine Classification Society, the American Bureau
of Shipping (ABS) approved a range of ship repair and retrofit
work processes for remote survey at Qatar Shipyard Technology
Solutions.

ABS presented a letter to Qatar Shipyard Technology
Solutions during Posidonia 2024 commemorating the
achievement.

ABS tested, validated and approved remote survey techniques
at Qatar Shipyard for a number of survey tasks which included

rudder clearance inspection; stern tube wear down inspection;
and rudder plug opening inspection.

Successful implementation of remote survey techniques
approved by ABS, a leader in remote survey, has enabled
optimized scheduling of vessel surveys and minimized the
downtime for our shipyard and our clients.

Boosted by the confidence and practical knowledge gained
from these initial surveys, Qatar Shipyard will work in close
collaboration with Classification societies on progressively
expanding the scope of remote survey techniques.
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actual casualties in 2023, compared to 2022, 34 as against 18. Thus,
although the frequency of accidents remained fairly constant, the
casualty rate almost doubled.

@ Of those who have lost their lives in enclosed space accidents
where the rank or role has been stated, 66% currently come from
what is considered to be the ships’ leadership team. (For statistical
purposes, the ships’ leadership team comprises the master, chief
engineer, chief officer and second engineer.) A further 6% of those
who lost their lives were serving onboard the ship in a training role,
which is defined in similar statistical terms as a cadet or a trainee.

Fall accidents

@ The trend for fall accidents from, or onboard, ships for the
past five-year period has remained consistent between 44 and 52
accidents per year, and the majority of casualties resulting from these
accidents involved just a single person. Between 1 January and 1
May 2024 18 accidents were recorded within the GISIS.

@ The percentage of fall accidents, when analysed by ship type,
remained broadly constant throughout the review period of 2012 to
1 May 2024, as compared to InterManager’s previous submission
(document IIT 9/INF.12). Likewise, the location of the fall accidents
reported remained consistent between the two review periods. It
would appear therefore, that the industry is experiencing a similar
frequency of fall accidents in similar locations year after year.

@ Where it is mentioned in the accident investigation report,
seafarers directly involved in undertaking the majority of activities
which involve working aloft or working over the ship’s side
experience the highest number of accidents at 55%. Those who are
not ship officers or crew account for 22% of the fall accidents, with

12

ship officers accounting for the balance of 23%

Rescue and survival craft accidents

@ InterManager’s data in relation to accidents associated with
rescue and survival craft onboard ships involves all kinds of
merchant ships, cruise ships, naval vessels, oil rigs, tugs, and supply
boats with IMO numbers. Out of 538 incidents (including 50 near
misses) gathered since 1980, only 19% are available in GISIS.

@ There is still a potential for serious accidents in the handling
of lifeboats during drills and launching. InterManager gratefully
acknowledges the continued efforts of the IMO to prevent
lifeboat accidents by reviewing resolution MSC.81(70) on the
Revised Recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances,
and the adoption of resolution MSC.544(107) on 8 June 2023 on
the amendments to the Revised Recommendation on testing of
life-saving appliances (resolution MSC.81(70)) which includes
all types of wdatabase of accidents by GISIS, Flag States, other
industry organisations, including shipping companies. This will
assist regulators to review procedures, improve safety and minimise
accidents.

Captain Kuba Szymanski, InterManager Secretary General,
said: “Safety is very important to InterManager members and
developing an effective safety culture is one of the central pillars
of our General Principles of Conduct and Action. Collating these
statistics on behalf of the industry enables us to proactively assist
on a number of core safety issues and we are pleased that the
IMO and other industry stakeholders are making use of them to
protect the lives of seafarers.”

Source: www.tankeroperator.com



ENCLOSED SPACE ACCIDENTS
ON SHIPS ALMOST DOUBILE; NO
CHANGE IN FALLS AND
LIFEBOAT INJURIES

Accidents on ships under scrutiny as InterManager submits
statistics to IMO

Accidents onboard ships are not decreasing, according to
latest accident statistics submitted to the International Maritime
Organization by shipmanagement association InterManager.

The number of seafarers injured in falls has remained fairly
consistent year on year, as has the number of injuries resulting from
rescue and survival craft accidents. However, the casualty rate for
enclosed space accidents has almost doubled, the Association warns.

InterManager has submitted its figures, which span several
decades, to the 10th session of the IMO’s Sub-Committee on
Implementation of IMO Instruments, taking place from 22nd to 26th
July in London. The Association’s submission provides information
and analysis in support of InterManager’s information documents on
enclosed space accidents (ranging from 1996 to 1 May 2024), fall
accidents (from 2012 to 1 May 2024), and accidents involving rescue
and survival craft (from 1980 to 1 May 2024).

InterManager has used a variety of verified data feeds to obtain
this information on accidents onboard ships. The Association
notes there remains a significant lag between accident occurrence,
its investigation, and the report being uploaded into the Marine

Casualties and Incidents (MCI) module of the Global Integrated
Shipping Information System (GISIS). InterManager comments: “It
would be markedly beneficial to all analyses if this unwelcome lag
could be decreased, or indeed eliminated.”

Industry statistics are undermined due to lack of transparency
and hesitation in sharing accidents. This is causing problems with
accident reporting. InterManager’s submission notes a number of
accidents involving falls onboard ships are not being recorded within
GISIS nor made available elsewhere, although these accidents are
being openly reported and recorded on ship type-specific websites
and within regional media. It also notes there have been a number of
enclosed space accidents in ship repair yards which are not currently
required to report to GISIS.

InterManager’s submission to IMO reveals:

Enclosed Space Accidents

@ The trend for the number of enclosed accidents occurring on an
annual basis appears to have stabilised over the past few years with a
noticeable dip during the global pandemic of 2021. However, when
comparing 2022 and 2023, both of which saw 14 recorded enclosed
space incidents, there was a marked increase in the number of
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address some of the challenges the
planet faces through strengthened
international cooperation.

IMO has long been engaged
in various inter-agency and
inter-governmental activities on
broader environmental matters at
a high level (e.g. UN Environment
Management Group, UN-Oceans,
BBNJ, etc.). In recent years there
has been increased and more direct
participation in activities that are
specifically related to biodiversity.
This is led and coordinated by
IMO's Marine Biosafety Section, in
close cooperation with the Office
for London Convention/Protocol
and Ocean Affairs, both within the
Marine Environment Division.

Throughout the development
of the GBF, IMO, along with
other UN agencies, has provided
input through processes such
as the Consultative Process
on Biodiversity under the UN
Environment Management Group

pollution (target 7), and climate change and rebuilding biodiversity upon
(target 8). which the world relies.

By implementing IMO's global
regulatory framework on marine
environment protection IMO
is supporting global efforts to

IMO's commitment to protecting
marine biodiversity
IMO is committed to protecting

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from

Ships (MARPOL)

London Convention/London Protocol (LC/LP) on the
Dumping of Wastes at Sea

International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-
fouling Systems on Ships (AFS)

International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness,
Response and Co-operation (OPRC)

Biofouling Guidelines

INVASIVE SPECIES Ballast Water Management Convention
Biofouling Guidelines

CTU Code

VIR SRR IN(€X @) 1Y LWV M ARPOL Annex VI

CHANGE

London Convention and Protocol
Biofouling Guidelines

RIORY NI E) B SRS V2R BRI o Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSAs)
various IMO instruments

1 ONREGIN IN(EAN-NNOTN BN ondon Convention and Protocol
RESOURCE USE

Joint work with FAO and ILO on Illegal, Unreported,
Unregulated fishing

Overview of the interconnectedness of IMO's work with the drivers for biodiversity loss.
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(EMG), and the Development of
the UN Common Approach on
Biodiversity under the High-level
Committee on Programmes (HLCP)
of the UN System Chief Executives
Board for Coordination (CEB).

The IMO Secretariat has
contributed to the joint input
provided to the GBF by the
UN system, including directly
contributing to the development of
the first draft of the GBF, which was
initially undertaken by the CBD
Secretariat, and to the development
of the UN Common Approach on
Biodiversity.

While the GBF targets are
primarily for Member States, and
not directly directed at sectoral
bodies such as IMO, the Secretariat
has been identifying how IMO's
work can contribute to the
achievement of the relevant targets
of the GBF.

Source: IMO website



PROTECTING MARINE
BIODIVERSITY
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Why does marine biodiversity
matter?

Biodiversity is essential for human
health and well-being, economic
prosperity, food safety and security. By
protecting biodiversity, we can ensure
the future of the planet and populations.

The UN Environment Programme
(UNEP) has highlighted biodiversity
loss within the 'triple planetary crisis'
that the world faces- and which United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) can address (the other two
crises are climate change and pollution).

Protecting marine biodiversity

The main global treaty to protect
biodiversity is the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD). The CBD
Convention was adopted on 22 May
1992 and entered into force on 29
December 1993. It currently has 196
Parties.

In 2022, the fifteenth meeting of
the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity
(COP 15) adopted the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (CBF), following a four
year consultation and negotiation
process.

N
\

The GBF is seen as possibly the
most momentous milestone in the
international biodiversity agenda since
the adoption of the CBD Convention.
Its global goals for 2050 aim to: Protect
and Restore; Prosper with Nature; Share
Benefits Fairly; Invest and Collaborate.

IMO will play its part in working
towards the goals.

How is IMO safeguarding precious
marine ecosystems?

The Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) has
identified the following direct drivers
for biodiversity loss: pollution; invasive
species; climate change; land and sea
use change; and natural resource use
and exploitation.

As the UN specialized agency
responsible, inter alia, for the prevention
of marine and atmospheric pollution
from ships, transfer of invasive species
by ships and dumping of wastes at
sea, IMO's work directly or indirectly
addresses most if not all of these
drivers, especially with regard to marine
ecosystems. To some extent, all IMO's
work on the protection of the marine
environment implicitly contributes to

Be

ol
BEPART OF THE PLAN

International Day
for Biodiversity
2024

preserving the world's biodiversity.

For example, by far the dominant
pathway for invasive aquatic species
transfer is shipping, with the shipping-
related vectors (ballast water and
biofouling) accounting for the majority
of such transfers. At the same time, the
shipping pathway is by far the most
comprehensively managed through
IMO's relevant work such as the
Ballast Water Management (BWM)
Convention, Biofouling Guidelines, and
associated guidelines.

IMO directly contributes to reducing
pollution in the marine environment
though the MARPOL Convention (all
six Annexes), the London Convention/
Protocol, the AFS Convention, OPRC,
etc.. IMO tackles climate change
through MARPOL Annex VI and the
IMO Strategy on Reduction of GHG
emissions from Ships.

IMO's work on ocean protection
extends to work on spatial planning
(e.g. PSSAs and ECAs), and sustainable
fishing (in cooperation with FAO).

Among the 23 targets contained in the
GBF for action over the decade to 2030,
some address topics directly relevant
to IMO's work: area-based measures
(target 3), invasive species (target 6),
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To enhance transparency and access to information, the
Council endorsed the proposal by the IMO Secretariat to
release Council documents to the public.

All Council documents submitted by the Secretariat are
to be released to the public prior to a meeting, unless the
Council decides otherwise in advance.

All Council documents submitted by a Member State,
an intergovernmental organization or a non-governmental
organization will be released to the public, unless the
submitter indicates, at the time of submission, that such
documents should remain private.

The Council’s summaries of decisions shall be released
to the public.

Enhancement of multilingualism at IMO

The Council welcomed the progress to date on IMO’s
work to enhance multilingualism in the Organization.
The Secretariat outlined the Strategic Framework for
Multilingualism, including a two-year road map which
started in January 2024.

During the first year, the focus will be on developing
the Strategic Framework, including specific action points,
along with accompanying administrative and operational
guidelines. This will provide a foundation for a future
approach to undertaking enhancements where needed.

The Council agreed to include the dedicated dates of
each of the United Nation’s six official languages as
a reference in the Strategic Framework and agreed to
mark these dates in the calendar of IMO’s programme
of meetings, for the purpose of raising awareness on
linguistic and cultural diversity.

Hybrid capabilities

The Council agreed to permanently establish the use of
hybrid capabilities to support in-person meetings and to
review its Rules of Procedure accordingly. It invited the
other IMO organs to do the same.

Supporting IMO Member State Audit Scheme
(IMSAS) sustainability

The IMO Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS)
became mandatory in January 2016. Individual Member
States are assessed, in seven-year cycles, on their overall
performance in complying with and implementing relevant
IMO instruments.

The first seven-year audit cycle is expected to be
completed in 2026 (audits were suspended in 2020 and
2021 due to the COVID Pandemic). To date, a total of 129
audits have been conducted in accordance with the overall
audit schedule. Audited Member States were encouraged
to authorize the Secretariat to release their audit final

report to the public.

The Council considered the report by the Joint Working
Group on the Member State Audit Scheme (JWGMSA),
to discuss the challenges and lessons learned over the first
audit cycle, as well as potential solutions.

The Council encouraged Member States to enhance their
efforts to implement the corrective action plans (CAPs) to
support the efficacy of IMSAS and to nominate qualified
auditors.

The Council re-established the Joint Working Group on
the Member State Audit Scheme (JWGMSA) to complete
the review and amend the Framework and Procedures
for the IMO Member State Audit Scheme (resolution
A.1067(28)) for the second audit cycle. The JWGMSA
will consider a draft revised Auditor’s Manual.

Enhancement of GISIS

The Council noted the ongoing progress being made
to upgrade and improve the IMO’s Global Integrated
Shipping Information System (GISIS). GISIS is a
comprehensive online hub for the collection, processing
and sharing of shipping-related data.

The process for modernization of GISIS will take
place in two phases. The first phase, expected to begin
in September 2024, will assess the existing conditions
and needs, which will in turn guide the development of
technical specifications for the GISIS upgrade. The second
phase will use this information as the basis for a tendering
process for the enhancement of the Organization’s data
management system.

The project will continue to be financially supported by
the Voyage Together Trust Fund.

The Secretary-General will present a report on the
progress at the next session of Council (C133).

World Maritime Day theme 2025 and Parallel Event
The Council endorsed the World Maritime Day theme
for 2025, which will culminate in the celebration of World

Maritime Day on 25 September 2025:

“Our Ocean, Our Obligation, Our Opportunity”
The theme reflects the ocean’s vital role in the world
economy, with more than 80% of global trade transported
by sea. As the largest sector operating in the ocean space,
shipping has a central role to play in the protection of the
marine environment and management of ocean resources.

World Maritime Day parallel event

The Council accepted the offer by the Government of
the Philippines to host the World Maritime Day Parallel
Event in 2027.

Source: IMO website



COUNCIL, 132ND SESSION (C 132),
8-12 JULY 2024

The Council met for its 132nd session from 8§ to 12
July 2024 at IMO headquarters in London (with hybrid
participation). The session was chaired by Mr. Victor
Jimenez Fernandez of Spain, supported by Mrs. Amane
Fethallah of Morocco as Vice-Chair.

Red Sea attacks

The Council joined the Secretary-General in reiterating
condemnation of attacks by Houthis on commercial
shipping and seafarers in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden,
and called for the immediate cessation of the attacks
and the immediate and unconditional release of the M/V
Galaxy Leader and its crew.

Enhancement of transparency and access to
information
Live-streaming Council meetings

To enhance transparency and access to information, the
Council has decided to live-stream its plenary meetings to
the public and approved a set of criteria, exemptions and
procedures for live-streaming. Generally, plenary sessions
will be live-streamed online, except for:

@ parts of the Council during which vote casting takes
place;

@ parts of the Council related to the appointment of the
Secretary-General,;

@ any other discussion that the Council may decide
should not be live-streamed.

Meetings of working, drafting, review, expert,
intersessional and editing groups will not be live-streamed.

Live-streaming in all six working languages of IMO
will be considered as part of the Council’s work on the
enhancement of multilingualism.

Public access to Council documents

Be Marine Quarterly Magazine
Hengam Summer 2024 , Issue 61, Volume 17



Articles

SIS LTS TSI ST ST S S s
/2 PSS 0 P S PSS r ST

(NCSR) — 10th session
@ Ship Design and Construction (SDC) — 10th session
The Committee approved these reports in general and took
the following actions:

Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping (HTW)

@ approved the list of specific areas; methodology;
and roadmap for the comprehensive review of the STCW
Convention and Code

@ approved the establishment of an intersessional working
group on the Comprehensive review of the STCW Convention
and Code

@ approved the inclusion of 22 competent persons
recommended by two Parties in the List of competent persons
maintained by the Secretary-General. These individuals may
be called upon to serve on panels that review information about
Member States’ compliance with the STCW Convention. They
submit their findings to the IMO Secretary-General who, in turn,
reports to MSC on the Parties which fully comply (“white list”).

Carriage of Cargoes and Containers (CCC)

@ approved the Interim guidelines for use of LPG cargo as
fuel

@ cendorsed the updated work plan for the development of
technical provisions for safety of ships using new alternative
fuels, including the holding of an intersessional working group
on development of technical provisions for safety of ships
using alternative fuels to be held from 9 to 13 September 2024,
immediately prior to CCC 10

@ approved the Revised guidelines on the application of
high manganese austenitic steel for cryogenic service (MSC.1/
Circ.1599/Rev.2)

@ approved the Revised guidelines for the acceptance of
alternative metallic materials for cryogenic service in ships
carrying liquefied gases in bulk and ships using gases or other
low-flashpoint fuels (MSC.1/Circ.1622)

@ adopted the Revised interim recommendations for carriage
of liquefied hydrogen in bulk

@ approved draft amendments to the IGC Code (paragraph
16.9.2 on the use of cargo as fuel in relation to alternative fuel
and technologies), with a view to adoption at MSC 109, and
entry into force on 1 July 2026.

Implementation of IMO Instruments (I1I)

@ cndorsed, concurrently with the decision by MEPC, the
issuance of II1.3/Circ.10 on Casualty Analysis and Statistics
containing observations on reports of investigation into
casualties

@ cndorsed, concurrently with the decision by MEPC, the
issuance of I11.3/Circ.11 on Development of lessons learned by
Marine Safety Investigating State for promotion of awareness

of the expectation to fill the field on the Lessons Learned, along
with a marine safety investigation

@ cendorsed the issuance of 111.3/Circ.12 on Casualty
investigation questionnaire on fishing vessel collisions for
further analysis of the safety issue by the Correspondence
Group on the Analysis of Marine Investigation Reports

@ approved, concurrently with the decision by MEPC, the
draft MSC-MEPC.2 circular on Guidance in relation to the
IMO Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS) to assist in the
implementation of the III Code by Member States

@ regarding appropriate language applied in ship’s
certificates, agreed that the names of ships, companies, and
addresses should be considered as administrative information
and might be in special characters of the national official
language of a Member State.

Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue
(NCSR)

@ approved the Recognition of ship reporting system in the
Pentland Firth (PENTREP) (SN.1/Circ.343) to be implemented
on 1 December 2024

@ approved the Descriptions of Maritime Services in the
context of e-navigation (MSC.1/Circ.1610/Rev.1)

@ adopted resolution MSC.530(106)/Rev.1 on Performance
standards for electronic chart display and information systems
(ECDIS)

@ approved the Joint IMO/THO/WMO Manual on
Maritime Safety Information (MSC.1/Circ.1310/Rev.2) to be
implemented as from 1 January 2025

Ship Design and Construction (SDC)

@ approved the Revised guidelines on alternative design
and arrangements for SOLAS chapters II-1 and III (MSC.1/
Circ.1212/Rev.2)

@ approved theUnified interpretations of SOLAS chapters
11-1 and XII, of the Technical provisions for means of
access for inspections (resolution MSC.158(78)) and of the
Performance standards for water level detectors on ships
subject to SOLAS regulations 11-1/25 and 25 1, and XII/12
(resolution MSC.188(79)/Rev.2) (MSC.1/Circ.1572/Rev.2)

@ approved new Unified interpretation of SOLAS regulation
XV/5.1 and paragraph 3.5 of part 1 of the International Code
of Safety for Ships Carrying Industrial Personnel (IP Code) on
the harmonization of the Industrial Personnel Safety Certificate
with SOLAS safety certificates

@ approved the Unified interpretations of the Code on Noise
Levels on Board Ships (resolution MSC.337(91)) (MSC.1/
Circ.1509/Rev.1)

approved the Unified interpretations of SOLAS regulations
11-2/9 and 11-2/13 (MSC.1/Circ.1511/Rev.1)

Source: IMO website



craft and rescue boats. These amendments are expected to enter
into force on 1 January 2026.

FSS Code

Amendments to the International Code for Fire Safety
Systems (FSS Code), with regards to fire safety of ro-ro
passenger ships. These amendments are expected to enter into
force on 1 January 2026.

IMDG Code

Amendments to the International Maritime Dangerous
Goods Code (IMDG), with updates throughout the document
including foreword, preamble, parts 1 to 7, appendices and
index. These amendments are expected to enter into force 1
January 2026.

Capacity-building

The Committee agreed that there may be capacity-building
implications and a need for technical cooperation or assistance
in relation to the amendments to SOLAS chapters II-1, I1-2
and V; the FSS Code, the IMDG Code; the STCW Code; the
STCW-F Convention and the new STCW-F Code.

The Committee advised the Technical Cooperation
Committee accordingly and encouraged Member States in need
of capacity-building assistance in relation to these amendments
to contact the IMO Secretariat.

Other mandatory instruments

The Committee adopted:

@ amendments to the Performance standard for protective
coatings for dedicated seawater ballast tanks in all types of
ships and double-side skin spaces of bulk carriers (resolution
MSC.215(82))

@ amendments to the Performance standard for protective
coatings for cargo oil tanks of crude oil tankers (resolution
MSC.288(87))

@ amendments to the Requirements for maintenance,
thorough examination, operational testing, overhaul and repair
of lifeboats and rescue boats, launching appliances and release
gear (resolution MSC.402(96))

The above amendments are expected to enter into force on 1
January 2026.

Related non-mandatory instruments

The Committee considered related non-mandatory
instruments and:

@ adopted the amendments to the Revised recommendation
on testing of life-saving appliances (resolution MSC.81(70))

@ approved the Voluntary early implementation of the
amendments to paragraphs 4.2.2 and 8.4.1 to 8.4.3 of the IGF
Code

@ approved the Revised standardized life-saving appliance
evaluation and test report forms (personal life-saving
appliances)

@ approved the Revised unified interpretations of SOLAS
chapter II-2 and the FSS and FTP Codes

@ approved the Revised emergency response procedures for
ships carrying dangerous goods (EmS Guide)

@ approved the Guidelines for maintenance and repair of
protective coatings

@ approved the Guidelines on procedures for in-service
maintenance and repair of coating systems for cargo oil tanks
of crude oil tankers

9. Piracy and armed robbery

The Committee heard an update from the Secretariat on
piracy reports for 2023.

According to information received and made available in
IMO’s GISIS module, 150 incidents of piracy and armed
robbery against ships were reported to IMO as having occurred
or been attempted in 2023. In 2022, 131 incidents were
reported, indicating a 15% increase from 2022 to 2023.

The areas most affected by acts of piracy and armed
robbery against ships in 2023 were the Straits of Malacca and
Singapore (85), West Africa (22), South China Sea (14) and
South America (Pacific) (14), followed by Indian Ocean (5),
South America (Caribbean) (4), Arabian Sea (2), East Africa
(2), South America (Atlantic) (1) and Mediterranean Sea (1).

Further details will be provided in the Secretariat’s Reports
on acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships (including
Annual Report for 2023).

The Committee noted IMO’s work to address piracy and
armed robbery at the regional level. This includes initiatives
such as the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating
Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP-
ISC), the Djibouti Code of Conduct (with Jeddah Amendment),
covering the Western Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden, and the
Yaoundé Code of Conduct, covering the Gulf of Guinea.

It encouraged Member States to continue to support the
Djibouti Code of Conduct Trust Fund, assist Yaoundé Code
of Conduct implementation efforts in the Gulf of Guinea, and
consider making financial contributions to the West and Central
Africa Trust Fund.

10. Reports from Sub-Committees and other issues

The Committee considered reports from its Sub-Committees,
including on:

® Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping (HTW)
- 10th session

@ Carriage of Cargoes and Containers (CCC) — 9th session

@ Implementation of IMO Instruments (III) — 9th session

@ Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue
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which met in February 2024.

The amendments are included in table A-VI1/1-4
(Specification of minimum standard of competence in personal
safety and social responsibilities) of the STCW Code. They
outline new mandatory minimum requirements for basic
training and instruction for all seafarers. These aim to equip
seafarers with knowledge and understanding of violence and
harassment, including sexual harassment, bullying and sexual
assault, and information on how to prevent and respond to
incidents. The amendments to the STCW Code are expected to
enter into force on 1 January 2026.

The Committee approved other recommendations from the
JTWG, including the launch of awareness campaigns and other
further measures to address violence and harassment, including
sexual harassment, bullying and sexual assault, applicable to
Administrations, shipping companies, social partners and UN
agencies.

6. Certification of fishing vessel personnel — Revision of
1995 STCW-F Convention and new STCWF Code adopted

The Committee adopted a revised annex to the International
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel, 1995 (STCW-F
Convention), along with a new mandatory Code on Standards
of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel
Personnel Code (STCW-F Code).

The STCW-F Convention is a binding treaty that sets
certification, watchkeeping and minimum training requirements
for fishing vessel personnel. The revised provisions and the
associated new STCW-F Code seek to respond to the current
needs of the fishing industry.

They both support the harmonization of qualifications by
introducing a minimum level of competence for personnel
working on fishing vessels to which the Convention applies.
This, in turn, facilitates free mobility of fishing vessel
personnel and recognition of certificates between countries that
have ratified and implemented the STCW-F Convention.

The amendments to the STCW-F Convention and the new
STCW-F Code are expected to enter into force on 1 January
2026.

7. New guidelines on the medical examination of fishing
vessel personnel approved

The Committee approved new draft Guidelines on the
medical examination of fishing vessel personnel. The draft
guidelines had been finalized by the Joint ILO/IMO Working
Group (JWG) on Guidelines on the Medical Examination of
Fishing Vessel Personnel/Fishers. They aim to improve the
process of undertaking medical examination of fishing vessel
personnel worldwide, enhancing health and safety of fishing
vessel personnel, while contributing to reducing fishing sector

accidents and fatalities.

The guidelines are effective from the date of entry into
force of the amendments to the STCW-F Convention and new
STCW-F Code.

8. Amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and
associated instruments on safety adopted

The Committee adopted amendments to the following IMO
instruments related to safety:

1974 SOLAS Convention

Amendments to chapter II-1 of the International Convention
for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, on the structure
of ships, to include a new section requiring emergency towing
arrangements to be fitted on ships other than tankers. These
amendments are expected to enter into force on 1 January
2028.

Amendments to chapters II-2 and V of the SOLAS
Convention, on oil fuel parameters other than flashpoint; fire
detection within control stations and cargo control rooms; fire
safety of ro-ro passenger ships; and reporting of the loss of
containers. These amendments are expected to enter into force
on 1 January 2026.

IGF Code

Amendments to the International Code of Safety for Ships
Using Gases or other Low-flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code),
including regulations pertaining to specific requirements for
ships using natural gas as fuel; bunkering operations; and
manufacture and testing for the fuel containment system. These
amendments are expected to enter into force on 1 January
2026.

Grain Code

Amendments to the International Code for the Safe
Carriage of Grain in Bulk (Grain Code), introducing a new
class of loading conditions for special compartments. These
amendments are expected to enter into force on 1 January
2026.

2011 ESP Code

Amendments to the International Code on the Enhanced
Programme of Inspections during Surveys of Bulk Carriers
and Oil Tankers, 2011 (2011 ESP Code), regarding procedures
for approval and certification of a firm engaged in thickness
measurement of hull structures. These amendments are
expected to enter into force on 1 January 2026.

LSA Code

Amendments to the International Life-Saving Appliance
(LSA) Code, regarding the in-water performance of lifejackets;
single fall and hook systems; and lowering speed of survival



The resolution emphasizes that all Member States should
adhere to their obligations under the targeted UN arms
embargo and take the necessary measures to prevent the direct
or indirect supply of arms and related materiel of all types to
the Houthis, as called for in United Nations Security Council
resolution 2216.

It urges Member States and observer organizations to
provide maximum assistance to seafarers affected by attacks.
Calling for peaceful dialogue and diplomacy, it urged any party
that may have influence with the Houthis to use that influence
to seek an end to these attacks.

The resolution encouraged ship operators and vessels to
carefully assess the nature and unpredictability of recent
events, as well as potential for continued attacks in the area,
when considering transit plans, based on vessel profile,
business need and risk tolerance.

2. Revised roadmap for the development of a code for
autonomous ships

The Committee continued to advance its work to develop
a Code to regulate Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships
(MASS) to ensure these autonomous ships operate safely and
in coexistence with conventional ships.

The Committee approved the report of the third session of
the Joint MSC-LEG-FAL Working Group on MASS (MASS-
JWG 3).

The Committee noted the significant progress made to date
to develop the draft MASS Code, including the restructuring of
chapters and refining the draft provisions.

It was clear that more work would be required to finalize
the Code and the Committee therefore agreed to the revise the
Road Map for the development of a MASS Code, as follows:

@ May 2025 - finalize and adopt non-mandatory MASS
Code

@ First half of 2026 - develop framework for an experience-
building phase (EPB)

@ 2028 - commence development of the mandatory MASS
Code, based on the non-mandatory Code, and consider
amendments to SOLAS (new chapter) for the Code’s adoption

@® By 1 July 2030 - adoption of the mandatory Code, for
entry into force on 1 Jan 2032

The Committee agreed to re-establish the MSC/MASS-
Intersessional Working Group to meet from 9 to 13 September
2024.

The Committee also agreed to re-establish the intersessional
MASS Correspondence Group to continue its work, and report
back to MSC 109 (2-6 December 2024).

3. Revision of the Guidelines on maritime cyber risk
management
The Committee approved the revised Guidelines on

maritime cyber risk management (MSC-FAL.1/Circ.3/Rev.3)
and forwarded them to the Facilitation Committee for its
concurrent approval.

The guidelines cover standards and best practices for cyber
risk management. The revision includes updates related to key
definitions, background information and application, functional
elements of cyber-risk management (including how to establish
a risk management strategy; identify risks; protect computer-
based systems; detect, respond to and recover from incidents)
and other relevant international and industry standards and best
practices.

4. Development of a safety regulatory framework to
support the reduction of GHG emissions from ships using
new technologies and alternative fuels

IMO’s goal of achieving net zero shipping will require the
uptake of zero or near-zero GHG emission technologies, fuels
and/or energy sources. Suitable provisions will be needed
to ensure the safe operation of these new technologies and
alternative fuels on ships.

The Committee noted the report of the Correspondence
Group on the Development of a Safety Regulatory Framework
to Support the Reduction of GHG Emissions from Ships
Using New Technologies and Alternative Fuels, which was
established at MSC 107.

The report outlined a summary list of fuels and technologies
that could support the reduction of GHG emissions from ships,
as well as an assessment of technical aspects, hazards, and risks
to ship/shoreside for each of these listed fuels and technologies.
Safety obstacles and gaps in existing regulations were also
assessed.

The Committee invited delegations and international
organizations to submit further information and proposals to
enhance the list and its annexes.

The Committee re-established the Correspondence Group
and instructed it to develop recommendations to address each
of the identified barriers and gaps in current IMO instruments
that impede the safe use of an alternative fuel or new
technology, and report back to MSC 109 and MSC 110.

The Committee endorsed the agreement by the HTW
Sub-Committee to proceed with the development of training
provisions for seafarers on ships using alternative fuels.

5. Addressing violence and harassment in the maritime
sector — amendments to the STCW Code adopted

The Committee adopted amendments to the Seafarers’
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping Code (STCW Code),
which aim to prevent and respond to violence and harassment
in the maritime sector, including sexual harassment, bullying
and sexual assault. The draft amendments had been approved
by MSC 107 and reviewed by the joint ILO/IMO (JTWG),
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MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE
- 108TH SESSION (MSC 108), 15-24
MAY 2024

The Maritime Safety Committee met for its 108th session
at IMO Headquarters in London (in-person with hybrid
participation) from 15 to 24 May 2024. The meeting was
chaired by Mrs. Mayte Medina of the United States, supported
by Vice-Chair, Capt. Theofilos Mozas of Greece.

MSC 108 highlights:

@ Resolution on maritime security in the Red Sea area
adopted

@® Roadmap revised for the development of a code to
regulate autonomous ships (Maritime Autonomous Surface
Ships - MASS)

@® Revised Guidelines on maritime cyber risk management
adopted

® Development of a safety regulatory framework to support
the reduction of GHG emissions from ships using new
technologies and alternative fuels

@ New training requirements on prevention and responding
to violence and harassment in the maritime sector, including
sexual harassment, bullying and sexual assault — amendments
to the STCW Code adopted

@ Training and certification of fishing vessel personnel —
revised treaty and new STCW-F Code adopted

@ New guidelines on the medical examination of fishing
vessel personnel approved

® Amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and
associated instruments adopted

@ Piracy and armed robbery updates

@ Reports from the Sub-Committees — various sets of
provisions approved.

1. Resolution on maritime security in the Red Sea

The Committee adopted a Resolution on the security
situation in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden resulting from
Houthi attacks on commercial ships and seafarers.

Since the hijacking of the MV Galaxy Leader in November
2023, which remains detained along with its crew, around 50
dangerous and destabilizing maritime attacks have been carried
out in the area. Several seafarers have lost their lives while
others have suffered life-changing injuries.

The resolution deplores and condemns in the strongest
possible terms the illegal and unjustifiable attacks, which
threaten the safety and welfare of seafarers and the marine
environment. It demands that the Houthis immediately cease
attacking commercial ships and calls for the immediate and
unconditional release of the Galaxy Leader and its crew.
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