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. International Labour Organization

. Health, Safety, and Environment

. Health & Safety Executive

. International Safety Management
. Mobile Offshore Drilling Units

. Maritime Labour Convention
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1. Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction or BBN]

Agreement
2. United Nations Convention on the Law of the

Sea

3. Marine Protected Areas

4. Convention on Biological Diversity

5. Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights

6. Exclusive Economic Zones

7. Environmental Impact Assessments
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Project seeks to tailor the SOV design to the challenges of floating offshore wind projects

PARTNERSHIP TO DESIGN
NEXT-GENERATION SOV FOR
FLOATING OFFSHORE WIND OPS

A new industry collaboration is being launched by North
Star, Vard, and others to solve the challenge of delivering high-
performance operations and maintenance ships tailored for
floating offshore wind farms. They look to leverage the collective
expertise to develop a new generation of vessels better suited to
the future of offshore wind operations.

According to the partners, as offshore wind moves into deeper
waters with floating wind turbines located far from shore, the
sector faces significant logistical and operational challenges that
must be addressed efficiently and cost-effectively. While the
industry has demonstrated the ability to safely complete transfers
from traditional SOVs to floating wind platforms, they believe
there is room for improvement in transfers where both the vessel
and platform are dynamic and in motion.

North Star has signed a memorandum of understanding with
MO4, Principle Power, SMST, VARD, and Voith Group, to
establish a dedicated working group of industry experts to help
fast-track the design and testing of a new SOV concept. Together,
the six organizations have committed to developing a detailed,
high-performance ship design to meet the needs of commercial-
scale projects, such as the 17GW of floating projects awarded in
the ScotWind leasing round.

“Floating offshore wind presents both challenges and
opportunities, and through this collaboration, we can innovate,
and design a solution specifically tailored for GW-scale
projects,” said Andrew Duncan, North Star’s renewables &
innovations director. “Our goal is to create an innovative, best-

in-class ship design that supports the rapid expansion of floating
wind technology. By pushing the boundaries of what’s possible,
we can ensure that our future SOVs deliver the highest levels of
safety, efficiency, and operational flexibility, ultimately paving
the way for a more sustainable energy future.”

They believe there exists an opportunity to optimize the
transfer operations by developing SOV that will operate under a
long-term contract that specifically addresses the local challenges
and the requirements of floating wind project operators. The
collaboration seeks to capitalize on this opportunity by delivering
an SOV design that sets a new industry benchmark for safety,
performance, and efficiency.

North Star which provides support services for the UK’s
offshore wind and oil and gas markets will be joined by VARD,
a major global designer and specialized vessel shipbuilder
which is a leader in SOVs, and Principle Power, which has been
developing offshore wind platforms for 15 years. They will add
emerging technology by involving Digital twin and Al decision
support software firm MO4 as well as Voith Group, which will
contribute propulsion options, and offshore equipment design
and build specialist SMST.

“The detailed ship design will be put to the test through
rigorous workability assessments, ensuring that it meets the
highest standards of performance, safety, and efficiency before
being implemented in future floating wind projects,” said
Duncan.

Source: www.maritime-executive.com
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MAERSK NAMES FOURTH
METHANOL-FUELED ULCV AT PORT OF LA

In a ceremony Tuesday (27.8.2024) at the Port of Los
Angeles, Maersk christened the first boxship powered by
green methanol to ever make a transpacific crossing.

The newly-named “Alette Maersk” is Maersk’s fourth
16,000 TEU dual-fuel methanol container ship, and was
delivered in South Korea earlier this year. She arrived
to offload cargo at the Port of LA on August 26, then
transferred to a pier in the San Pedro Outer Harbor for
the naming ceremony Tuesday. Sportswear giant Nike co-
hosted the event, and Nike-sponsored snowboarder and
two-time Olympic gold medalist Chloe Kim served as the
ship’s sponsor. It was Maersk’s second methanol-vessel
christening in two weeks, following the naming ceremony
for sister ship “Antonia Maersk” in Aarhus, Denmark.

“Alette Maersk” will use conventional VLSFO for
the voyage back to East Asia, as the fuel supply chain
for green methanol is still in development in the United
States. Maersk executives used the event to advocate for
low-carbon regulations in order to kick-start the green fuel

16

market.

“Our new series of dual-fuel vessels is a start, but it’s
not a sustainable solution. We need immediate, coordinated
action across all industries. By 2030, we aim to transport
25% of our ocean cargo using low-emissions fuel. But
achieving this target requires systemic change. We
urgently need regulation that makes green fuels viable and
affordable,” said Maersk CEO Vincent Clerc in remarks at
the ceremony.

Maersk had originally planned to offer public tours of the
new vessel on Wednesday (28.8.,2024), but canceled after
it received early warning of a planned protest, according
to the local Daily Breeze. The protest’s organizers want
Maersk to cease carrying all weapons and weapons
components worldwide in hopes of disrupting the supply of
American-made defense systems to Israel.

As of Wednesday night, “Alette Maersk” was under way
once again, bound for Tacoma.

Source: www.maritime-executive.com



LR: FUEL QUALITY “REMAINS
CRITICAL ISSUE” FOR SHIPPING

Lloyd’s Register has released its Fuel Quality Report 2024,
offering vital insights into the evolving landscape of marine fuel
quality and its implications for the maritime industry.

Ongoing concerns around fuel quality continue to be a
critical factor and significant expense for the maritime industry,
according to the Lloyd’s Register (LR) Fuel Quality Report
2024.

The report, produced by LR’s Fuel Oil Bunker Analysis and
Advisory Service (FOBAS), is designed to provide marine
fuel purchasers, shipowners, and operators seeking a deeper
understanding of current fuel quality trends and the evolving
regulatory environment.

The report reveals the overall state of fuel quality in 2024
remains much like that of the past few years, particularly since
the transition to predominantly VLSFO in 2020. Persistent
issues such as cat-fines, stability, sulphur content, and flash point
continue to be challenging, and isolated incidents of chemical
contamination are still occurring.

A significant section of the report is dedicated to exploring the
growing adoption of biofuels, with an increasing number of ship
operators starting to use biofuels onboard on a regular basis or at
least trialing to gain necessary experience.

Looking ahead, the report considers the implications of the

newly implemented ISO8217:2024 standard, as well as the EU
ETS and other regulatory pressures from IMO, EU, and the
broader industry. This shift is expected to drive the growth of the
multiplicity of the biofuel supply market, which could present
challenges related to availability, costs, and fuel quality control.
Additionally, there is continuing development and progress on
alternative fuels, such as methanol, hydrogen, ammonia.

Andrew Shaw, Managing Director, Lloyds Register FOBAS,
said: “As a classification society with an industry-leading fuel
testing business and portfolio, Lloyd’s Register is uniquely
positioned to support the maritime sector in its pursuit of
operational excellence and environmental responsibility. Our
end-to-end assurance technologies and comprehensive approach
to measuring and tracing fuel quality and GHG emissions set us
apart.”

“With the publication of our Fuel Quality Report 2024,
Lloyd’s Register is providing essential data and insights that
will help our clients make informed decisions on marine fuel
purchases. Our analysis not only highlights the most common
parameters exceeding specification limits but also delves into
the findings of non-standard forensic tests, which have proven
crucial for detecting external chemical contamination in fuel.”

Source: www.tankeroperator.com
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ILILOYD’S: A GEOPOLITICAL
CONFLICT COULD COST GLLOBAL
TRADE $50 TRILIION

Shipping interests have grown used to serious geopolitical
disruption over the past few years, from the invasion of Ukraine
and Russian attacks on shipping to the Houthi blockade on Red
Sea traffic. The possibility of large-scale conflict is baked into
industry assumptions at this point, but without a firm metric for
the cost. Insurer Lloyd’s has put a number on the maximum
potential impact of a hypothetical geopolitical conflict, and it is
unfathomably large.

In the latest edition of Lloyd’s systemic risk series, the insurer
focused on a hypothetical regional conflict causing widespread
disruption to global trade patterns. Since about 80 percent of
the world’s imports and exports are at sea at any given moment,
the disruption of global shipping lanes would be among the
greatest economic threats from an escalating regional-scale
confrontation.

Lloyd’s considered a scenario very much like the invasion
of Ukraine or a hypothetical Chinese takeover of Taiwan: a
superpower invades a major economy, disrupting global trade
patterns and supply chains. The invasion strategy includes an
internet blackout, cyberattacks on infrastructure, and a physical
blockade of trade in and out of the country. Beyond strikes
on military targets, the invading force hits power generation,
transport and communications.

Meanwhile, another superpower and its allies respond to the
invasion and provide support to the smaller country, creating an
escalating conflict and a tit-for-tat sanctions regime. Opposing
forces square off in the affected region, and the invading force
declares a naval blockade of the nearby shipping lanes. Vessel
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operators have to reroute around the area of conflict, and trade
volumes are affected by sanctions and transport difficulties.

The disagreement eventually devolves into military action
between the two sides, shutting down nearby shipping lanes
and other alternative routes. This affects supply chains for
raw materials, foodstuffs, microchips and equipment, causing
shortages and driving up inflation around the world.

“Industries dependent on critical materials such as
semiconductors and rare minerals — healthcare (medical
devices), technology, automotive and many more — would likely
face chronic shortages and delays,” Lloyd’s concluded. “The
cascading effects of global trade disruptions, combined with
escalating sanctions and closed shipping lines, is likely to drive
inflation or food shortages in some states.”

Lloyd’s estimates that the five-year economic loss from this
scenario would be somewhere between $8 and $50 trillion,
equating to a global GDP loss of about one to seven percent. The
most likely level of loss would be about $15 trillion; Lloyd’s
predicts that the probability of the most extreme $50 trillion
scenario is about half of one percentage point.

Given its preeminent role in the global economy, China would
be the nation most affected in all cases because it is deeply
interconnected with trade, Lloyd’s suggests. Europe and the
Asia Pacific would suffer significant economic losses as well;
North America would be substantially less affected on a dollar
basis, sustaining only $35 trillion in losses over five years in the
worst case scenario (10 percent of the global impact).

Source: www.maritime-executive.com



UK SCORES RECORD ROUND
FOR RENEWABILES INCLUDING
OFFSHORE AND FLLOATING WIND

Officials from the new UK government and industry are
all hailing the record results of the sixth round for renewable
energy today (3.9.2024). After failing to name any successful
bidders in the round in 2023, the UK selected the largest offshore
projects and the first large commercial floating wind projects
as well as onshore, tidal, and solar. In total the government
selected 131 green infrastructures that could yield as much as
10 GW expanding on the current 30 GW of installed capacity.

“Today we have now achieved a record-setting round for
enough renewable power for 11 million homes, essential to
give energy security to families across the country. It is another
significant step forward in our mission for clean power by
2030 — bringing Britain energy independence and lower bills
for good,” said Energy Secretary Ed Miliband.

After last year’s failure, the government took critical steps
to bolster interest in wind energy and other renewable energy.
They significantly raised the maximum strike price and
provided greater flexibility for the structure of the projects.
The new UK government also announced a further increase
in funding.

“We are delighted with the outcome of Allocation Round 6
which has awarded contracts to the largest number of projects
ever,” said Neil McDermott, CEO of Low Carbon Contracts
Company. The industry trade group RenewableUK echoed a
similar sentiment saying that the result “sends a clear signal
that the UK is back in the global race for clean energy.”

The offshore component includes a total of nine projects
which will represent approximately 5 GW of energy. The
contract price came in at or below £59/MWh, ($77) below the
government’s proposed maximum. Currently, approximately

half of the UK’s capacity comes from offshore wind (15 GW)
with a government goal to quadruple this by 2030.

Among the new contracts awarded today were Inch Cape
and Moray West in Scotland. In England, they selected East
Anglia Two and Three, as well as Hornsea 3 and 4. The
Hornsea projects which will be developed by @rsted expand
on Honsea 1 (1.2 GW) and Honsea 2 (1.3 GW). Hornsea 3
gets a 15-year contract with an inflation-indexed strike price
for 1,080 MW of power plus a contract for 2,400 MW from
the fourth phase of the project. @rsted will build the third and
fourth phases including the transmission assets.

Hornsea is on track to become the world’s largest offshore
wind zone with the third phase. Hornsea 3 will be the world’s
largest single offshore wind farm with a capacity of 2,995 MW
and combined with the two earlier states it will provide more
than 5 GW. Orsted expects to make the financial decision for
the fourth phase within the next 18 months and is targeting
commission before the end of 2030.

Developers Flotation Energy and Vargrenn, a joint venture
between Plenitude and HitecVision, also reported the selection
of Green Volt, which is set to become a pioneering floating
offshore wind farm. The plan calls for 400 MW of capacity
which is double the size of Europe’s total installed floating
offshore wind capacity. It will be located off the Aberdeenshire
coast in Scotland and is scheduled to start production by 2029.

In addition to the offshore wind projects, the government
selected 22 onshore wind projects which will provide an
additional 990 MW. A total of approximately 100 solar projects
were also selected as well as six tidal energy projects.

Source: www.maritime-executive.com
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CHINA DOMINATES
SHIPBUILDING IN 2024 BOOKING
THREE-QUARTERS OF ORDERS

China continues to expand its shipbuilding output as its grows it lead in new orders

Chinese officials released figures for the shipbuilding industry
in the first nine months of 2024 reporting that its yards have
dominated new orders and expanded their global leadership.
The numbers will undoubtedly further fuel the growing global
sentiment against China’s shipbuilding dominance and the
specific protests by trade groups in the United States and Canada.

China’s Association of the National Shipbuilding Industry
(CANSI) reported that its yards had received nearly 75 percent
of the overall orders placed in 2024 or a total of 87.11 million
dwt. The report said the volume is up nearly 52 percent over
2023 as China continues to grow its shipbuilding output. They
calculated the Chinese enterprise now accounts for 61.4 percent
of the global newbuilding orders or a total of 193.3 million dwt.

The report highlights that China is now leading the orders
for 14 out of the 18 major types of shipbuilding projects and
that many of its yards are exceeding their annual targets. Major
companies are adding additional capacity which helped China to
grow its shipbuilding output by over 18 percent in the first nine
months of 2024. Chinese shipbuilders completed 36.34 million
dwt so far in 2024.

Chinese media reports cite the country’s well-established
supply chain, ability to deliver vessels on time, and cost-
reduction efforts. However, critics point to a heavily subsidized
state-controlled industry while they contend that commercial
shipbuilding is being used to support the rapid growth of the
Chinese navy. Most of the shipbuilding is carried out by the
multiple companies controlled by China State Shipbuilding
Company (CSSC), a state-controlled enterprise that is further
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moving to consolidate its dominance. It recently announced
a reorganization to further absorb its subsidiary China
Shipbuilding Industry Corporation.

South Korea has long been the only significant rival to China,
but recent data shows it is slipping. Just released September
numbers from Clarkson Research said that the South Korean
yards accounted for only 12 percent of the orders placed in the
month. Order volume was down overall by 25 percent year-
over-year, but 90 ships were contracted with 65 going to China
and just 14 to South Korea. China won orders for 2.48 million
CGT versus just 340,000 for the Korean yards.

Clarkson calculates that China has 55 percent of the global
shipbuilding backlog while Korea has 26 percent of the orders.
Japan is a distant third.

The U.S. Trade Office is reviewing a complaint filed by a
collation of unions including steelworkers that cites China for
unfair trade practices and state subsidies for the industry. They
are calling for the U.S. to impose a tariff on Chinese-built
ships, which was also picked up by trade groups in Canada.
The Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association
(CMISA) at the end of August issued a call for the Canadian
government to impose a 100 percent tariff on Chinese-built
ships.

Chinese officials have called the U.S. complaint protectionism.
They said that the problems in the U.S. shipbuilding industry
are long-term, endemic problems, going far beyond competition
from China.

Source: www.maritime-executive.com



BIMCO / ICS GUIDE TO REDUCING
UNDERWATER NOISE

BIMCO and the International Chamber of Shipping issue guide
to help maritime industry reduce underwater noise

BIMCO and the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS)
have developed a guide which aims to help the shipping industry
understand and reduce underwater radiated noise from ships and
help the industry implement the underwater noise guidelines from
the International Maritime Organization (IMO).

The attention on underwater radiated noise from ships has
significantly increased over the last few years and the demand
for action has risen due to its negative effects on marine creatures
and the environment. Commercial shipping is one of the main
contributors to underwater noise at low frequencies and research
has shown that the noise is harmful to the critical life functions of a
wide range of marine life.

“Ocean noise harms the critical life functions of a wide range
of marine life, including marine mammals, fish and invertebrate
species, which many coastal communities, especially indigenous
communities, depend on for their food, livelihoods and cultures.
Reducing underwater radiated noise from ships is not merely a
matter of environmental stewardship; it is of critical importance
to ensure ocean health,” says Michelle Sanders, Alternate
Permanent Representative of Canada to the International Maritime
Organization.

To support action from the shipping industry, BIMCO and ICS
encourage all shipowners and operators to recognize the importance
of reducing underwater noise and to take the necessary steps to
successfully implement the IMO guidelines.

To facilitate this, the practical “Underwater Radiated Noise
Guide” from BIMCO and ICS explores the sources of underwater
noise and its far-reaching impact on marine life. It also explains
the content of the IMO guidelines and how to set up a noise
management plan and looks at the scope of regional regulations and

voluntary measures.

Lastly, the guide explores the relationship between various
energy efficiency measures and underwater noise. Various studies,
including one sponsored by ICS, have found that the majority of
energy efficiency measures also reduce underwater radiated noise.
This guide provides a comprehensive list of such measures together
with estimates of the energy efficiency and underwater radiated
noise improvements. For the few measures that do not produce
this co-benefit, the guide gives practical advice on how to avoid or
mitigate these.

Shipowners are encouraged to give careful consideration to this
guidance when deciding their strategies for ensuring compliance
with the IMO greenhouse gas regulations. In this way, substantial
underwater radiated noise reduction can be achieved with little
additional effort.

“Energy efficient ships are quiet ships. As our industry cuts
greenhouse gas emissions through the uptake of energy efficiency
measures, the level of underwater radiated noise will also reduce
and help protect marine life and the environment,” says David
Loosley, BIMCO Secretary General & CEO.

The BIMCO/ICS guide is aimed at technical superintendents and
ship’s officers to help them understand what underwater radiated
noise is and how they can help reduce it.

“Too often doing one thing can have a negative side effect. In this
case reducing underwater radiated noise can also reduce emissions
and running costs. The implementation of the guidelines from the
IMO offers an opportunity for shipowners and the shipping industry
to demonstrate a commitment to environmental sustainability
and reduce OpEx. The BIMCO/ICS guide will help shipowners
navigate this process, meet sustainability goals, and reduce running
costs,” says Guy Platten, ICS Secretary General.

Source: www.tankeroperator.com

BAHRI TO PURCHASE 9 VLLCCS FOR $1BN

The National Shipping Company of Saudi Arabia (Bahri)
announces the signing of a purchase agreement to acquire nine
VLCCs for an approximate amount of SAR 3.75 billion (USD 1
billion) As part of the Company’s ambitious fleet modernization
plan, the National Shipping Company of Saudi Arabia (Bahri)
announces that it has finalized a purchase agreement on 19 August
2024 with Capital Maritime and Trading Corporation to acquire
nine Very Large Crude Carriers (VLCCs) for an approximate
amount of SAR 3.75 billion (USD 1 billion).

The transaction will significantly advance Bahri’s fleet

modernization plans, reinforcing its position among leading VLCC
owners globally. The main purpose of this acquisition is to enable
Bahri streamlining the process of phasing out older vessels in the
fleet going forward.

Moreover, the transaction is poised to improve Bahri’s overall
fleet competitiveness that will lead to enhancing the company’s
revenues and profitability, as Bahri will benefit from the higher
earnings from these modern eco-scrubber ships, as well as the
reduced operating expenses driven by these cost-efficient VLCCs.

Source: www.tankeroperator.com
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DNV: EFFICIENCY WILL PLLAY
THE BIGGEST ROILE IN
NEAR-TERM DECARBONIZATION

While many shipowners have made headline-grabbing
investments in green dual-fuel technology over the past year, the
most important area of near-term progress in decarbonization
is likely going to be vessel efficiency, according to DNV. The
class society’s latest forecast predicts a more gradual pace
of change for emissions, and it acknowledges the reality that
more than 90 percent of the world’s fleet runs on bunker fuel -
and likely will for years to come. In short, the green methanol
“happy hour” is over.

“We accept that this transition will not be rapid, and the
challenge must be met with pragmatism,” said DNV Maritime
CEO Knut Orbeck-Nilssen in a statement. “Energy-efficiency
measures are essential to operating profitably into the 2030s
and 2040s until cost and supply of carbon-neutral fuels become
more feasible.”

Efficiency measures can shave 4-16 percent of the
industry’s fuel consumption by 2030, according to DNV’s
calculations. In the long term, these technical and operational
changes would work equally well when running on alternative
fuels, which will be more costly and harder to source in large
quantities. (Shipping would need to consume as much as 100
percent of the world’s total green-fuel supply in order to meet
IMO targets in 2030, according to DNV’s forecast, and there
will be stiff competition from other industries for the same
fuels.)

10

Onboard carbon capture is another possible alternative, and
is already in use at a small scale. It will become even more
important if the supply of green fuels remains limited, but it
requires new port infrastructure for receiving and securely
storing captured carbon. That will require new collaborative
efforts between shipowners, ports and carbon capture
developers, says Orbeck-Nilssen.

In every scenario DNV studied, the alternative fuel mix
remained diverse, with no dominant industry-wide option.
However, whichever fuel owners pick, one regulatory option
seems clear: pooling of compliance. By pooling an entire
fleet’s emissions performance, owners can meet the regulatory
standard by putting all of their green-fuel funding into one
or two ships. The low-performing ships continue to emit as
usual, but their carbon is counterbalanced by a handful of high-
performing ships. This can be up to six percent less expensive
than investing in incremental decarbonization on every
individual vessel, according to DNV. Pooling is part of the
FuelEU Maritime regulation, and may become a part of future
IMO emissions rules as well.

In all scenarios, one prediction remains constant:
decarbonization will be expensive. The switch to green fuel
could double the cost of containerized freight by 2050, with
potential implications for re-shoring and near-shoring.

Source: www.maritime-executive.com
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DNV: EMISSIONS FROM ENERGY
HAVE PEAKED, BUT PARIS GOALS
ARE STILI. FAR OFF
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Emissions from energy will peak this year and drop by
half by midcentury, according to DNV

DNV believes that 2024 will be the year of peak CO2
emissions from coal, oil and gas, the class society says in its
latest annual energy transition report.

According to DNV, emissions from energy are about to
begin a long decline, and will be cut in half by midcentury.
While half sounds like a success for the green transition,
it is still only halfway to “net zero,” and will likely propel
the climate to about 2.2 degrees Celsius of warming by the
century’s end, DNV predicts.

The driving force behind the emissions plateau is the
dramatic drop in the cost of solar panels and lithium-ion
batteries - a price drop attributable to Chinese manufacturers,
which dominate the solar and battery-storage markets. The
falling price of solar is driving coal out of the greenfield
powerplant market, and solar installations increased by an
astonishing 80 percent last year.

The cost of battery storage farms is also falling fast, so it
is economically feasible for renewable power installations
to deliver (stored) power in all conditions, around the clock.
Cheaper batteries have also made electric cars much more
competitive, especially in China, where the majority of drivers
now buy battery-based vehicles. China’s motorists will likely
peak their gasoline consumption by 2025, according to Vitol,
and might even achieve that milestone by the end of this year.
Global passenger vehicle sales should follow China’s lead and
will likely be half-electric by 2031, DNV predicts.

“Solar PV and batteries are driving the energy transition,
growing even faster than we previously forecasted,” said
Remi Eriksen, Group President and CEO of DNV. “There
is a compelling green dividend on offer which should give
policymakers the courage to not only double down on
renewable technologies, but to tackle the expensive and
difficult hard-to-electrify sectors with firm resolve.”

Those sectors include shipping and aviation, which both
require hydrogen-based fuels at scale. However, DNV has
revised down its estimate for the trajectory of hydrogen-
based fuels like green methanol and green ammonia, and now
expects that they will make up about four percent of final
energy demand by 2050. Carbon capture will likely handle
about six percent of global emissions in the same timeframe,
including an estimated 15 percent of all emissions from
shipping (through onboard carbon capture and storage).

To speed up adoption of costlier green solutions for tough use
cases like maritime, DNV suggests a global carbon price may be
needed - like the bunker levy under consideration at IMO.

“Market forces alone cannot achieve the Paris Agreement’s
goal of keeping the temperature rise well below 2°C. While
markets are often effective in promoting renewable electricity
and EV uptake, they fall short in addressing costly and
complex technological measures in other sectors,” DNV’s
analysts concluded.

Source: www.maritime-executive.com
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CASPIAN SEA STATES BOLSTER
REGIONAL COOPERATION ON
OIL. SPILIL RESPONSK

Governments around the Caspian Sea have finalized a draft
regional action plan for responding to major oil spills, given
the rapid rise of oil and gas exploration and production in the
region.

Gathering in Aktau, Kazakhstan (8-10 October),
representatives from key national agencies updated and
finalized the draft “Aktau Protocol Plan” for implementing the
Protocol Concerning Regional Preparedness, Response and
Co-operation in Combating Oil Pollution Incidents (the Aktau
Protocol) under the Tehran Convention.

The Tehran Convention is a regional agreement signed by all
five Caspian littoral States to protect the marine environment.
The draft action plan, which outlines activities and procedures
for a joint response to marine pollution incidents, will be
submitted to the Tehran Convention Conference of Parties
(COP) later in the year.

During the workshop, delegates tested the plan and assessed
the implementation of regional protocols in national oil spill
continency plans through a table-top exercise and by using
the RETOS tool — a web application for evaluating oil spill
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preparedness and response planning.

Participants discussed roles and responsibilities during
oil spill responses, highlighting the need for robust national
and regional Oil Spill Contingency Plans (OSCPs) to ensure
effective and sustainable response measures. Experts from the
oil and gas sectors, along with representatives from IMO and
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), joined
the discussions to ensure cross-sector collaboration.

The workshop also improved participants’ understanding
about the benefits of ratifying and effectively implementing
the International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness,
Response and Co-operation (OPRC Convention) at the national
and subregional levels. Participants established a shared action
plan to help finalize national spill preparedness frameworks and
bolster regional cooperation under the OPRC Convention and
the Tehran Convention.

The workshop was organized by UNEP, as the interim
Secretariat of the Tehran Convention, and delivered under
IMO’s Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme (ITCP).

Source: IMO website



GLOBAL MARITIME COMMUNITY
MARKS 50 YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL
SHIP SAFETY TREATY

World Maritime Day is observed on the last Thursday of
September each year to highlight the importance of maritime
safety, security and protection of the marine environment.

World Maritime Day on 26 September highlighted
the importance of safety at sea in an era of significant
transformations and new risks.

Fifty years since the adoption of the International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) - the
world’s most important treaty for the safety of merchant
ships — the maritime community is at a crossroads, facing
rapid advances in technology, global security challenges and
the shift to green energy.

This year’s theme for World Maritime Day, “Navigating
the future: Safety first!” recognizes that safety remains
paramount in such a changing environment, whether it
pertains to seafarers handling new green fuels, safeguarding
passengers in the latest cruise ships, regulating Al-managed
autonomous ships or ensuring cybersecurity in a digital
world.

Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization
(IMO), Arsenio Dominguez said: “2024 marks 50 years since the
SOLAS treaty was adopted. We can be proud of the crucial role this
convention has played in setting international safety standards for

ship construction, equipment, and operation, preventing maritime
disasters and protecting lives. But we cannot be complacent. World
Maritime Day calls for collective effort to ensure we keep pace
with the ongoing transformation in shipping.”

In his message, United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, said: “Today, the maritime sector is
undergoing a profound transformation as it steers towards
greater digitalization, automation and decarbonization.
New technologies and designs offer the opportunity to
make important contributions to climate action. I count on
the commitment of regulators, seafarers and ship operators
alike.”

50 years of SOLAS

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at
Sea (SOLAS) was first adopted in 1914, in response to the
Titanic disaster. It is widely recognized as the most important
international treaty on maritime safety.

The Convention in force today was adopted on 1 November
1974. It contains 15 chapters covering key topics, such as
life-saving appliances and arrangements, distress and safety
communications and carriage of dangerous goods and many
more.

Source; IMO website
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WORILD MARITIME DAY THEME
2025: OUR OCEAN - OUR
OBLIGATION - OUR OPPORTUNITY

central role of shipping and IMO in ocean protection and
management of marine resources.

Our Ocean

Our Obligation

Our Opportunity

has been selected as the International Maritime
Organization’s World Maritime Day theme for 2025, which
will culminate in the celebration of World Maritime Day on
25 September 2025.

The IMO Council, meeting for its 132nd session, endorsed
the theme following a proposal by IMO Secretary-General
Mr. Arsenio Dominguez.

The theme reflects the ocean’s vital role in the world
economy, with more than 80% of global trade transported
by sea. The ocean is a source of jobs and food for millions
of people, a home for countless marine species, and a
regulator of the planet’s climate, mitigating the impacts of
climate change.

As the largest sector operating in the ocean space,
shipping has a central role to play in the protection of the
marine environment and management of ocean resources.

IMO Secretary-General Mr. Arsenio Dominguez said:

“Our long-standing commitment on this issue is evident
in IMO’s robust global regulatory framework supporting
cleaner, safer seas, and a growing portfolio of technical
assistance initiatives to support ocean protection in our 176

6

Member States.”

Over many decades, IMO has developed and adopted
mandatory rules, recommendations and guidelines to protect
the marine environment from any potential negative impact
of shipping. These include binding treaties applied on ships
globally. The International Convention for the Prevention
of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), first adopted in 1973,
covers pollution from oil, dangerous chemicals, packaged
goods, sewage and garbage, and harmful emissions from
ships.

Other marine environment related treaties cover: the
dumping of wastes at sea (London Convention and
Protocol); managing ships’ ballast water to prevent the
spread of potentially invasive aquatic species (Ballast
Water Management Convention); control of anti-fouling
systems; and preparedness and response for spills of oil or
chemicals.

These international regulations are supported by
technical assistance programmes and projects that support
Member States to tackle specific challenges such as marine
plastic litter, greenhouse gas emissions from ships, and the
spread of invasive aquatic species through ballast water and
biofouling.

IMO’s work in these areas directly support the UN 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), particularly:

SDG 14 on life below water;

SDG 13 on climate action;

SDG 9 on industry, innovation and infrastructure; and

SDG 17 on partnerships.

The new theme emphasizes the link to wider global
efforts to protect the ocean including the conclusion of
UN Agreement on the Conservation and Sustainable Use
of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National
Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement), the negotiation of a new
instrument to address plastic pollution and the third UN
Ocean Conference in June 2025.

The theme will allow all stakeholders to showcase the
deep interconnection of shipping and IMO in the ocean
space, highlighting the importance of collaboration and
coordination to ensure the sustainable and safe use of ocean
resources.

Source: IMO website



international shipping

Resolution MEPC.394(82) on Guidelines on recommendatory
Black Carbon emission measurement, monitoring and reporting.

Black Carbon is a distinct type of carbonaceous material,
formed only in flames during combustion of carbon-based fuels.
The Guidance on best practices aims to assist ship operators/
companies in their efforts to reduce Black Carbon emissions from
their ships operating in or near the Arctic, while the guidelines
for measuring, monitoring and reporting will help with data
collection to support the development of relevant regulations and
recommendations.

NOx Technical Code

The Committee approved the following:

® draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI and associated
draft amendments to the NOx Technical Code 2008 on the use of
multiple engine operational profiles for a marine diesel engine,
including clarifying engine test cycles.

The associated draft amendments to the NOx Technical Code
2008 will be circulated with a view to adoption at MEPC 83,
but with the same entry-into-force date as that of the revised
MARPOL Annex VI (which is expected to be adopted in Autumn
2025, consolidating all amendments approved up until MEPC 83
since its latest revision).

® draft amendments to the NOx Technical Code 2008
concerning certification of an existing engine subject to
substantial modification or being certified to a tier to which the
engine was not certified at the time of its installation. They will
be circulated with a view to adoption at MEPC 83.

8. Reducing Underwater Radiated Noise (URN) from
commercial shipping

The Committee approved amendments to the Revised
guidelines for the reduction of underwater radiated noise from
shipping to address adverse impacts on marine life (Revised
URN Guidelines) (MEPC.1/Circ.906/Rev.1), to include a URN
management planning reference chart.

The Committee approved the Action Plan for the reduction
of underwater noise from commercial shipping (URN Action
Plan), to be reviewed and revised as necessary. The URN Action
Plan aims to address barriers to the uptake of the Revised URN
Guidelines in order to further prevent and reduce URN from
ships.

In addition, the Committee agreed to continue with the three-
year experience-building phase (EBP) for the Revised URN
Guidelines, expected to conclude by MEPC 85 in 2026 but with
a possibility of an extension of up to two years if necessary,
for experience to be gained and best practices in the use of the
Revised URN Guidelines to be developed, followed by a review
to make any necessary amendments to the Guidelines.

9. Pollution prevention and response

The Committee approved:

® Revised tank cleaning additives guidance note and reporting
form MEPC.1/Circ.590/Rev.1;

@ Guidelines for developing a local oil/hazardous and noxious
substances marine pollution contingency plan; and

@ Guidelines on mitigation measures to reduce risks of use and
carriage for use of heavy fuel oil as fuel by ships in Arctic waters
(MEPC.1/Circ.915)

10. Ship recycling

The Hong Kong Convention aims to ensure that ships, when
being recycled after reaching the end of their operational lives,
do not pose any unnecessary risks to human health, safety and
to the environment. The Basel Convention aims to protect
human health and the environment against the adverse effects
of hazardous wastes, including among others, waste from ship
dismantling.

In view of the forthcoming entry into force of the Hong
Kong Convention on 26 June 2025 and the urgent need to
provide guidance on the interplay between the two Conventions,
the Committee approved the Provisional guidance on the
implementation of the Hong Kong and Basel Conventions with
respect to the transboundary movement of ships intended for
recycling (HKSRC.2/Cire.1).

The Committee noted that additional work was required to
improve the guidance in order to provide further legal clarity
and certainty, in cooperation with the Secretariat of the Basel
Convention.

11. Antifouling systems

The Committee concurrently approved the Revised guidance
on best management practices for removal of anti-fouling
coatings from ships (AFS.3/Circ.6), already approved by the
governing bodies of the London Convention and Protocol.

12. Future outputs

The Committee agreed to include in the post-biennial agenda
an output on “Review and development of NOx emission
requirements in MARPOL Annex VI and the NOx Technical
Code 2008”, with a view to addressing concerns about high NOx
emissions from Tier II and Tier III compliant ships and ensuring
that the standards achieved the intended emission reductions. The
Committee instructed the PPR Sub-Committee to start work on the
matter at PPR 13 (i.e. in the first year of the 2026-2027 biennium).

The Committee agreed to be an associated organ for the
following outputs:

® “Development of joint FAL-LEG-MEPC-MSC guidelines
on electronic certificates”, for inclusion in the 2024-2025 biennial
agenda of the FAL Committee and the provisional agenda for
FAL 49, with a target completion year of 2026;

® “Development of a comprehensive strategy on maritime
digitalization” wunder the FAL Committee, to develop
an overarching IMO strategy on digitalization to ensure
standardization and harmonization

13. Dates for MEPC 83

The 83rd session of the Committee noted (MEPC 83) is
scheduled to take place from 7 to 11 April 2025.

Source: IMO website
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of MARPOL Annex VI (MEPC.1/Circ.914), regarding early
submission of the SEEMP Part II on the ship fuel oil consumption
data collection plan.

The Committee approved draft amendments to appendix IX of
MARPOL Annex VI concerning clarification of entries in data
reporting to the IMO DCS, with a view to adoption at MEPC 83,
as well as the Guidance on the application of the amendments to
Appendix [X of MARPOL Annex VI (MEPC.1/Circ.913).

The Committee also approved MEPC.1/Circ.913 on Guidance
on the application of the amendments to appendix IX of
MARPOL Annex VI adopted by resolution MEPC.385(81) on
inclusion of data on transport work and enhanced granularity in
the IMO Ship Fuel Consumption Database (IMO DCS).

3. Designation of Emission Control Areas

The Committee adopted Resolution MEPC.392(82) on
amendments to MARPOL Annex VI for the designation of the
following new Emission Control Areas (ECAs) for Nitrogen
Oxides (NOx), Sulphur Oxides (Sox) and Particulate Matter
(PM):

@ Canadian Arctic Waters; and

@ Norwegian Sea.

These amendments will enter into force on 1 March 2026.

ECAs are areas where special mandatory measures to regulate
emissions from ships are required to prevent, reduce and control
air pollution from NOx, SOx and PM, and their adverse impacts
on human health and the environment.

4. Proposed Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas

The Committee adopted Resolution MEPC.396(82)
designating the Nusa Penida Islands and Gili Matra Islands in
Lombok Strait as a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA),
following a proposal by Indonesia.

These areas fall within the Coral Triangle, a globally recognized
marine biodiversity hotspot. The proposed PSSA aims to
enhance protections for its unique and endangered species,
safeguarding their critical habitats and the rich biodiversity,
and to accommodate the anticipated growth in shipping traffic
traversing the Lombok Strait.

5. Ballast Water Management

The International Convention for the Control and Management
of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 (BWM Convention)
aims to prevent the spread of potentially harmful aquatic
organisms and pathogens in ships’ ballast water. An on-going
comprehensive review of the BWM Convention will result in a
package of amendments to the Convention. In this regard, the
Committee progressed the consideration of a number of matters
relating to some of these amendments.

In addition, the Committee:

® approved the 2024 Guidance on ballast water record-
keeping and reporting (BWM.2/Circ.80/Rev.1), which
incorporates guidance on recording operational scenarios related
to challenging water quality conditions; and

@ approved the 2024 Guidance for Administrations on the
type approval process for ballast water management systems
(BWM.2/Circ.43/Rev.2) to support harmonized evaluation by
Administrations of modifications to a ballast water management
system with existing type approval.

6. Addressing marine litter

Clean-up of plastic pellets from ship-source releases

The Committee approved the Guidelines on good practice
relating to clean-up of plastic pellets from ship-source releases.
This provides practical guidance for government authorities
on issues such as contingency planning, response, post-spill
monitoring and analysis, and intervention and cost recovery.

The Committee instructed the Sub-Committee on Pollution
Prevention and Response (at its next session PPR 12) to review
the Action Plan to Address Marine Plastic Litter from Ships
(resolution MEPC.310(73)) with a view to the effectiveness of
the actions being assessed against the intended outcomes.

In addition, the Committee continued discussions on the
development of mandatory regulations to address plastic pellets
released from ships. These would build on the non-mandatory
Recommendations for the carriage of plastic pellets by sea in
freight containers (MEPC.1/Circ.909) approved by MEPC
81, and the Guidelines on good practice relating to clean-up of
plastic pellets from ship-source releases approved by MEPC 82.

The Committee instructed PPR 12 to develop text for a specific
action (for inclusion in the Action Plan) on the development of
mandatory measures to reduce the environmental risks of plastic
pellets transported by sea in freight containers.

The Committee also instructed the PPR Sub-Committee to
conduct an analysis of the potential mandatory instruments that
could be amended and the associated implications.

The outcomes of this analysis will be submitted to a future
MEPC session, with a view to the Committee making a policy
decision on the preferred mandatory instrument to be amended.

7. Air pollution prevention

Sulphur emissions

The Committee noted the Secretariat’s report on the
implementation of the 0.50% sulphur limit. On 1 January 2020,
global regulations came into force to improve air quality by
limiting the sulphur content of ships’ fuel oil to 0.50% (from
3.5% previously).

The data showed that only two reports of ships using non-
compliant fuels exceeding the 0.50% sulphur limit (known as
FONAR reports) were submitted to IMO’s GISIS platform in
2023, out of 67 in total reported since January 2020.

Black Carbon emissions

® The Committee adopted the following two resolutions
prepared by PPR 11:

@ Resolution MEPC.393(82) on Guidance on best practice
on recommendatory goal-based control measures to reduce
the impact on the Arctic of Black Carbon emissions from



(GESAMP-LCA WG), which was established to review scientific
and technical issues related to the life cycle GHG assessment of
marine fuels.

The Committee invited Member States to start preparing
proposals for default emission factors, in order to allow the
GESAMP-LCA Working Group to review these after MEPC 83.

Fifth IMO GHG Study

To support evidence-based decision making on addressing
GHG emissions from international shipping, IMO regularly
commissions studies to estimate emissions from the sector and
project possible developments.

The Committee noted the Secretariat’s submission providing a
preliminary analysis of possible terms of reference for conducting
the Fifth IMO GHG Study, including proposed timelines and
associated logistical and administrative arrangements, and
suggesting the potential establishment of a Steering Committee
of Member States to oversee the conduct of the study.

The Committee requested the Secretariat to submit a revised
document to MEPC 83, taking into account relevant documents
and plans to use the Study to input to the review of the 2023 IMO
GHG Strategy. The Strategy is subject to a five-yearly review
with the first review due in 2028.

2. Energy efficiency of ships

2023 fuel oil consumption data

The Committee approved, in principle, the summary of the
fuel oil consumption data submitted to the IMO data collection
system (DCS) for 2023.

Since 2019, ships of 5,000 gross tonnes (GT) and above
(which produce approximately 85% of the total CO2 emissions
from international shipping) are required to collect consumption
data for each type of fuel oil they use as well as other specified
information. This data helps to inform the development of
measures to reduce GHG emissions from ships, including
calculating ships’ operational carbon intensity (CII).

In 2023, data was reported by 28,620 ships with a combined
gross tonnage of 1,301 million GT and by 105 Administrations
out of 135 possible. The data showed that total fuel used by these
ships was slightly less in 2023 (211 million tonnes) compared to
2022 (213 million tonnes).

In addition, 93.52% of the fuel used in 2023 was either Heavy
Fuel Oil, Light Fuel Oil or Diesel/Gas Oil (compared to 94.65%
for 2022). Fuels that are not in those categories represent 6.48%
of the fuel used in 2023 (compared to 5.35% in 2022).

For the 2023 reporting period, CII ratings were reported by
24,653 out of the 28,620 reporting ships (86.1%). The table 1
below summarizes the reported operational CII ratings:

Table 1: Summary of reported operational of CII ratings

A e [e o [o [ e
Total Ships 5.528 6.028 7.625 | 3.931 | 1.541 3.967
Rating distribution
(as a percentage of 28,620 19.3% 21.1% [ 26.6% | 13.7% | 5.4% 13.9%
reporting ships)

The Committee noted ongoing improvements to the reporting
process in the IMO DCS module in GISIS, including the timeline
and updates to report transport work and enhance granularity of
the reporting from 1 January 2025.

The Committee approved, in principle:

® the reporting on carbon intensity developments on the
basis of supply-based measurements, using AER and cgDIST
indicators; and

@ the reporting of Carbon Intensity Indicator (CII) values.

Review of short term GHG reduction measures

The Committee continued its work to review the ‘short-term
measures’ currently in force to reduce GHG emissions from ships
by enhancing the energy efficiency of the global fleet.

These regulations adopted in 2021 and effective since 1
January 2023, require ships to measure their energy efficiency by
calculating their attained Energy Efficiency Existing Ship Index
(EEXI), and to continuously improve their annual operational
carbon intensity indicator (CII) as defined in their CII rating.

The Committee analyzed data submitted by Member States
from their experience with the implementation of the regulations
over the past year, as well as various proposals.

A number of key challenges or gaps were identified in these
submissions, ranging from CII impact on individual ship
assessments of operational energy efficiency performance,
potential penalization of ships on short voyages, idle time and
port waiting time, to the lack of incentivization for port call
efficiency and just-in-time (JIT) arrival of ships.

The Committee endorsed, in principle, a way forward to
address these challenges and gaps, providing in particular, an
indicative timeframe for doing so.

The Committee established a correspondence group on the
review of the short-term GHG reduction measure, to continue
the work and report to MEPC §3.

The Committee agreed to hold a meeting of the Intersessional
Working Group on Air Pollution and Energy Efficiency ISWG-
APEE 1) in April 2025, during the week before MEPC 83,
to address the identified challenges/gaps and develop draft
amendments to existing instruments and/or develop new
instruments. The report of this meeting will be submitted to
MEPC 8&3.

Improving ship energy efficiency

The Ship Energy Efficiency Management (SEEMP) is an
operational mechanism to improve the energy efficiency of a ship
in a cost-effective manner, through technology, good practices
and the use of recognized monitoring tools.

The Committee adopted Resolution MEPC.395(82) on 2024
Guidelines for the development of a Ship Energy Efficiency
Management Plan (SEEMP), which contains amendments to the
2022 Guidelines to enhance the granularity of reports submitted
under the IMO Data Collection System (DCS).

The Committee approved the Revised sample format for
the confirmation of compliance pursuant to regulation 5.4.5
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION COMMITTEE
(MEPC 82)

The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC),
82nd session, met in-person at IMO Headquarters in London
(with hybrid participation) from 30 September to 4 October.

MEPC 82 discussed a range of environmental matters,
including proposed mid-term measures for the reduction of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from ships, enhancing energy
efficiency of shipping, tackling marine litter, ballast water
management and underwater noise reduction.

The MEPC meeting was preceded by the 17th meeting of the
Intersessional Working Group on Reduction of GHG Emissions
from Ships (ISWG-GHG 17), from 23 to 27 September 2024.

MEPC 82 highlights:

@ Tackling climate change - cutting GHG emissions from ships

@ Energy efficiency of ships

@ Designation of new Emission Control Areas

@ Designation of new Particularly Sensitive Sea Area

@ Ballast water management

® Addressing marine litter

@ Air pollution prevention

@ Underwater radiated noise from commercial shipping

@ Pollution prevention and response

@ Ship recycling

1. Tackling climate change - cutting GHG emissions from
ships

The Committee made progress on the development of mid-
term measures aimed at cutting down greenhouse gas emissions
to meet the ambitions set out in the 2023 IMO Strategy on
Reduction of GHG Emissions from Ships. These proposed
regulations are scheduled for adoption in late 2025, building on
previously adopted “short-term measures” for GHG reduction
which focus on enhancing energy efficiency of ships. The mid-
term measures under discussion include:

@ a technical element, i.e., a global marine fuel standard
regulating the phased reduction of a marine fuel’s GHG intensity;
and

@® an economic element, i.e., a maritime GHG emissions
pricing mechanism.

Draft IMO net-zero framework

Various proposals on the architecture of these mid-term GHG
reduction measures have been put forward by Member States.
They include the possible establishment of an IMO GHG
Intensity Registry and an IMO fund/facility to facilitate the
implementation of the technical and economic elements of the

GHG reduction measures.

The Committee identified further areas of convergence and
produced a draft legal text (“draft IMO net-zero framework™) to
use as a basis for the next phase of talks.

The draft legal text integrates inputs and proposals from
Member States and international organizations on possible
amendments to be made to the International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL, Annex VI). If
adopted, these amendments would incorporate the proposed
new measures into the treaty, which has 107 Parties representing
97.30% of world merchant shipping tonnage.

The next MEPC meeting (MEPC 83) is scheduled for 7-11
April 2025. Between now and the next session, Member States
are expected to work to find further areas of convergence and
refine the draft text with a view to approval of the amendments at
MEPC 83 in April 2025 and adoption in October 2025.

The Committee scheduled the following intersessional
meetings to focus on further development of the mid-term
measures:

@ Intersessional Working Group on Reduction of Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) Emissions from Ships, 18th session (ISWG-GHG
18), 17-21 February 2025; and

@ Intersessional Working Group on Reduction of Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) Emissions from Ships, 19th session (ISWG-GHG
19), during the week immediately before MEPC 83, scheduled
for 7-11 April 2025.

The Working Group will submit a written report to MEPC 83.

Comprehensive impact assessment of mid-term measures
to reduce GHG emissions

The proposed mid-term measures will impact the world fleet
and Member States, especially Least Developed Countries
(LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). To guide
decision-making, a comprehensive impact assessment was
conducted over the past year, focusing on the potential impacts
of the candidate measures on the world fleet and on States.

The Committee noted the outcomes of the study and agreed
to assess the potential impacts of the measures on food security,
particularly on net food importing developing countries.

Further development of the Life Cycle GHG Assessment
(LCA) framework

The Committee continued its work on the development of the
LCA framework, referring relevant documents to the GESAMP
Working Group on Life Cycle GHG Intensity of Marine Fuels
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